Address-in-Reply :

sideration, this House should realise
that the Government have done all
in their power to have this Bill re-
ferred fo the people; and I Uelieve
that in the judgment of every independent
person, and of everyone who is not preju-
diced by party or some other influence,
they will be acquitted of having dealt in
such a2 manner with the Bill as to prevent
its being referred. It has been my earnest
desire that the Bill should go to the people
or to the electors, whichever may be
decided ; and if the people of the colony
are determined to federnte, I am not one
to place any obstacle in the way, beyond
that I shall vote against federation when
the time comes. I say, advisedly and
seriously, that it is not my intention to
vote for federation, although I think it is
only right and just that the people should
give a vote on the question. I do not
think I need say any more. If I were to
attempt to follow Mr. Matheson it would
take me much too long, and, besides, there
is not the slightest necessity to do so on
this occusion. The Enabling Bill will no
doubt reach us from another place ina
short time, and hon. members will have
full opportunity for discussing the various
clauses, and deciding what is best in the
interests of the country. I only hope we
shall take into consideration this serious
and most important step—a step which
cannot be retraced—with a deep sense of
the consequences which are likely to ensue
to this country. Possibly some of us are
mistaken in thinking federation will be
disastrous, while others on the other hand
may be mistaken in thinking it will be of
great benefit to the country and start us
afresh on the high road to prosperity and
wealth. Both sides may be mistaken,
and possibly we may arrive at a middle
course which will be acceptable to the
inhabitants of this colony. I would like
to say one word in reference to the enlarge-
ment. of the franchise. I do not think
for a moment that any member of the
community who calmly and quietly reflects
can think of pitting the man or woman
who has been in the colony for six
months, against a person who has his
all here, has his property here, has been
here for vears and understands the
inferests of the colony, and can possibly
form a very good judgment as to what is
likely to affect its prosperity. That is
the reason we cannot have voting on
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a population basis pure and simple,
because we must recognise every interest
in this great country, and must have no
preponderating influence by the gold-
mining or any one industry; but we
must have a representation of all the
wealth, intelligence, and interests through-
out the colony. That is almost a truism
which every hon. member will indorse;
and for a moment to think that this
country should be governed by a number
of members who come from one indus-
try—say the gold-mining industry, which
Y think bas been hinted at to-night by
Mr. Matheson—would, in my opinion, be
destructive of the best interests of the
colony, would retard its progress, and
probably end in its ruin,

Question—that the Address-in-reply be

adopted—put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 822 o'clock
until the next day.

Hegialutibe Assembly,
Wednesday, 23rd May, 1900.

Address-in-repti: Presentation — Paper preseuted—
Question: Public Holidays, to restriet ](‘nlterin'g a
Notice} — Priviloge: Aspersions on Legislative
Assembly by a Member | (Gernldton)—Federation
Enn}:ling Bill, second reading {moved)-—-Adjourn-
ment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
430 o'clock, p.m.

PravERS.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY —PRESENTATIUN.

By arrangement, Mr, Speaker and hon.
members proceeded to Government House,
to present the Address-in-reply to His
Excellency the Administrator; and,
having returned,
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Tae SPEAKER reported that His
Excellency had been pleased to reply as
follows :—

I thank you for your Address-in-reply to
the Speech with which T opened Parliament,
and am glad to be assured of your continued
loyalty and devotion to the person and throne
of our Most Gracious Sovereign.

I receive with satisfaction your assurance
that your most careful consideration will be
given to the special matter, as well as to all
others that may be submitted to you, so that
your labours may result in the permanent
advancement and prosperity of the colony.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Premier: Report of Educa-
tion Department for 1899.
Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION--PUBLIC HOLIDAYS, TO
RESTRICT.

ALTERING A NOTICE.

Mr. Havr rose to ask the Premier a
question, of which he had given notice in
the following form :—Whether he would
in the future be more sparing of granting
public holidays, in consequence of the
loss sustained by the shopkeepers of
Perth, and general disorganisation of
trade caused thereby.

Mr. HALL said: Before asking the
question, I would like, as o matter of
privilege, to ask the reason of the addi-
tion of the word “ alleged ” before “ loss
in the question as it now appears on the
Notice Paper. You see, sir, it makes
my question now s matter of opinion,
whereas it was before made to he a
matter of fact,

Trr SPEAKER: The Clerk of the
House has informed me that the reason
why he made the alteration in the form
of notice given by the hon. member, was
that the question might comply with the
rules of the House. The assertion that
there had been a loss, as stated In the
original question, was a mere matter of
opinion, whereag in the form in which
the question now appears upon the Notice
Paper, it is not so.

Mer. HATL: I now beg to ask the
Premier the question as it appears on the
Notice Paper.

Tag PREMIER replied: I am not
aware to which holidays the hon. mem-
ber refers. No complaint has reached
me as to public holidays being granted
too often.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Aspersions on Assembly,

PRIVILEGE — ASPERSIONS ON LEGIS-
LATIVE ASSEMBLY BY 4 MEMBER
{GERALDTON).

Mr. MOORHEAD (North Murchi-
son}: Asa question of privilege, I desire
to bring under the attention of the House
8 matter of rather grave import. It
would appear that in the issue of a news.
paper known as the Geraldton Advertiser,
dated the 26th February of this year,
there appeared a report; of some remarks
made by an hon. member of this House,
which reflect seriously on the character of
the House and on some of its members.
I do not wish to comment upon those
observations at present, but I wish
formally to bring the matter under the
notice of the House, and I therefore
move :

That the hon. member for Geraldton (Mr.
Robson) be ordered to attend in this House on
the next Tuesday, the 20th instant.

Tre SPEAKER: The proper course
would be for the hon. member to lay on
the table the report to which he refers,
and to move that the report be read by
the Clerk, after whicl the houn. member
might make his motion.

Mr. MOORHEAD :
ingly:

That the report to which I have referred,
containing these allegations, be read by the
Clerk.

Tre Speaker: It will be sufficient
at present to read the précis, and not the
whole speech as reported.

The CrerE accordingly read a précis of
the speech, as follows :—

1. That the Government was corrupt and
rotten to the core.

2. That he would expose the political
corruption and rottenness he encountered last
E£3810n.

3. That the Government had withdrawn
the Rural Lands Improvement Bill in the

Upper House, practically to buy the support
of the farming element in that House.

4, That many of the members of the
Legislative Assembly appearcd to be without
visible means of support.

6. That he had discovered there waa a
group of old financiers interested in keeping the
Government in office, and that they paid
membors.

6. ‘'bat in further substentiation of the
charge he had made of political rottenness, he
had an assurance from one of the powers
behind the throne that if he would sit on the
Government cross-benches he would have
finnncial assistance; that he had declined,
and that they could not buy him.

I move accord-
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7. That an attempt had been made to
bribe him in connec¢tion with the Sluicing and
Dredging Bill.

8. That the foregoing statements justified
hiz accusations of political corruption and
rottennses.

Me. MOORHEAD: I formally move,
further:

That the hon. member for Geraldton be
ordered to attend in his place in this House
on Tuesday, the 20th instant, to explain the
asgertions he is reported to have made respect-
ing tho honourable character of this Houase.

M=z. HARPER: I second that.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-
chison) : Before a motion of this character
was made, it would be more courteous to
the House if the mover had waited until
the member whose conduct is referred
to was in his place. 'The member for
Geraldton (Mr. Robson) is detained by
necessary business, and is not in Perth
at present; and I think it would be more
courteons if the hon. mewmber (Mr.
Moorhead) had waited until the member
for Geraldton was present.
the member for Geraldton should have
some notice given.

Mr. A. ForrEst:
coming on.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: I think the
motion which the hon. member asks this
House to pass, a motion practically
calling upon the member for Geraldton
to answer questions in his place in this
House, at the will of the House, might
at least have given to the House some
reasons for the course he proposes to
take. Seeing there is practically a pledge
between the leader of the House (the
Premier) and myself that the business of
this special session, as far as we are re-
sponsmble for it, shall be confined to the
one subject for which this session has
been convened, I think it would be much

He knew it was

better if the question now raised were -

deferred until the ordinary sitting of the
House in the next session. A question
of this kind is caleulated to take up a
great amount of time. and to bring a vast
amount of acrimony into our debates.
At present we have a subject on which
there is scarcely any difference of opinien,
and we have been called together for the
express purpose of carrying out the wishes
of the Glovernment in regard to that
question. I have already intimated, in
my observations from this side of the
House, that it is the desire of myself and
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members on thig side to confine the busi-
ness of this special session to the specific
subject which has brought us here, T
think that to bring a subject of this con-
tentious character on the floor of the
House at the present time would be very
inconvenient, and that it might be
brought forward much more conveniently
al a sitting of the House in the ordinary
session, which is not far off. That course
would be more in harmony with the
feelings of hon. members, and more cal-
culated to produce the result wlich the
mover of this motion no doubt desires.
I take it that he desires we should have
this question properly discussed and fully
ventilated, and, if any wrong has been
done, that the wrong should be righted. T
think it is almost impossible, if some.
wrong has been done, that it could be
righted this session in the way proposed
in the motion. Such a course would only
lead to waste of time, and to acrimony of
spirit altogether foreign to this House.
This being my view of the matter, I
move, as an amendment on the motion,
that the words “next Tuesday " be struck
out, and the words “* the second Taesday
after the meeting of the House in the
ordinary session " be inserted in lieu.

Mz. GREGORY: I second the amend-
ment.

Tar PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : While I heartily appreciate and
am grateful to the hon. member (Mr.
Illingworth) for his desire to assist the
Glovernment to bring this special session
to a close as early as possible, and while
I would willingly have nothing whatever
to do with this very painful matter at the
present time, yet I feel that if this House
took no notice whatever now of this
painful episode, our action might be
altogether misunderstood and miscon-
strued.

Me. InuineworTH: Not if you take
this action.

Tee PREMIER: I even question
whether it is quite parliamentary to deal
with & question that has come upin a
previous session, if a session has come in
between. Still, those who have anything
to say ought to say it at the very earliest
moment, and not defer it to another time.
I am surprised, I mnust say, at the action
taken by the hon. member (Mr. Illing-
worth), because he is just as much
interested as I am in this matter. If
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this newspaper report is accurate and
can be substantiated, it reflects on the
bhonour and integrity of this House;
and I think every one of us desires
that the honour and integrity of this
House shall be without reproach. It
seems to e, at any rate, whatever other
action might be taken, that it is due
to the member for Geraldton himself
that he should have an opportunity of
saying what he has to say in this House.
Probably the explanation he can give in
regard to this matter may be altogether
satisfactory to hon. members. We have
only a newspaper report before us, and we
know that mistakes are made in reports,
and that the hon. member may have been
misunderstood, or migrepresented, or muy
have been misreported ; and it is due to
him that the very earliest opportunity
should be given for explaining what he is
reported to have said. Reference has
been made to the fact that the hon.
member i not present; but I take it
there is nothing in that, becanse I do not
suppose any one of us would be prepared
to agree in passing & motion on his con-
doct in his absence, or do it off-hand.
Time would be necessary, and the mover
of this motion bas mentioned Tuesday
next as the time for the member for
Geraldton te be in his place here; and if
that hon. member is not in his place on
Tuesday next, I hove no doubt the matter
will be postponed even to a later day. I
cannot think for a moment that we would
be doing right, as members of this Honse,
in sitting here and going on with the
business of the ecountry while charges of
this kind were hanging over us; and it
might be said of us that we were
indifferent to the allegations made by
the member for Geraldton, and were quite
content to defer inquiry info them till
some more convenient season. I think it
might be said we were afraid of these
things ; that we were trying to put them
off, in order that time might come
in between, and might allay the feel-
ings of indignation of hon. members,
I think the least we can do, viewing the
gituation not ouly from the position of
hon. members themselves, but from the
point of view of the hon. member for
Geraldton, is to let that hon. member
have the earliest opportunity given him
to state what he did say, and to sub-
stantinte, if he can, what' he has stated.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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This procedure which the member for
North Murchison (Mr. Moorhead) has
taken is absolutely in accordance with
Parliamentary usage ; and it is not likely
that the hon. meniber would hring for-
ward a motion that was not in accord
with Parliamentary practice. + Itis abso-
lutely i accord with t.he procedure
adopted in other places, in similar cir-
cumstances,

Mg, JrriNneworTH: In a special
sesgion P

Tee PREMIER: Even in a special
session. T agree with the hon. member
(Mr. Illingworth) in regard to every
other matter. But a special session can-
not. override the consideration of the
honour of members of this House. That
is another matter altogether. Our honour
and our integrity are above all other con-
giderations. [SEverar MEmeers: Hear,
hear.] 1f we postpone a question involv-
ing onr integrity and our honour as men,
a8 members of the Legislature, and as
trusted officers of the public, if we defer
that question in order that some weeks
may elapse, we shall be guilty of a great
error. I say there is no other considera-
tion 80 great: neither federation nor any
other ’ation is so great or so important to
the peopls of this colony, as the good
faith and honour of their representatives
in Parliament, What are these insinua-
tions, innuendoes, or charges? They
mean, if they mean anything, the personal
dishonour of members of this Houss,
and the personal dishonour of myself
and all the members of the Government,
Then, am I to sit still in this House
because of the Federation Bill or any other
Bill being before us, or becaunse this is a
special session? Am I to stand or sit
here and say, “ Defer this matter ¥’ If
these things are true, I no longer have a
right to sit in this House: I deserve to
be hounded and hurled out of public life;
and other members of the House are in
the same position. Are we to delay such
a matter ¥ Does the hon. member advise
me to do that—to defer this matter
because we are dealing with an important
subject in a special session ¥

Mg. Trrivaworta: Why did you not
call a special session to attend to the
subject of this motion ?

Tae PREMIER: This is the first
opportunity we have had of dealing with
the matter. The hon. member (Mr.
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Ilingworth) hes a high position in this
House, in which be has been placed by
his fellows on that {Opposition) side. I
warn him, I adjure him to be careful of
the position in which he is placed ; and
above all things, above every other con-
sideration he can think of, let him see
that the honourand integrity of members
of this House are maintained.

Mr. IrnuineworTH: Thanks for the
advice.

Tue PREMIER: Yes; I say it is
good. I shall go out of this House, and
shall never enter it again, if these charges
be true; and I say the least we can do, the
least every man in this country expects
us to do, 15 to see that the hon. member
(Mr. Robson) substantiates his charges,
or that he withdraws them, or that at
any rate he explains to this House the
reasons that actuated him in making
them. I speak warmly, because I am
warm, and because my honour and the
honour of my friends around me has been
attacked. [M=.GEoreE: Iam here too.]
And what is the use of our sitting here
with these charges unanswered? Ave we
here to pass Bills, or to legislate in any
way, when we are charged with corrup-
tion? I eay, the least we can do iz to
pass this motion, brought forward so
courteously by the member for North
Murchison, a motion which ought to have
been passed on the voices, and then I
ghould not have had to make the speech
I have made to-day.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray): The right
hon. gentleman has been somewhat over
warm—[SEveEraL Memsers: No, no]—
but he will pardon me for saying that,
because I believe he is sincere in what he
has said. I think he will agree with me
that it is bardly fair to hit a man behind
his back ; and although it would appear,
from what has been published, that the
member for Geraldton has hit the other
43 members of this House behind their
backs, still we will not, ag far as T am
concerned, follow a course that would
practically amount to hitting him in his

absence. [ quite agree with the Premier.

that it is a right thing—and this will not
be demied by the leader of the Oppeo-
sition—for this House to take coguisance
of the accusations which are said to have
been made; but personally 1 do not
believe the honour of this House will
suffer in the slightest degree by deferring

[23 May, 1900.]

Aspersions on Agsembly. 61

this Inquiry until the next sesston of Par-
linment. I may be wrong, but I think I
am right.

Mzr. A. Forresr:
with the man ?

Mg. GEORGE: The hon. member has
asked a question to which I will not
reply, because I do not think it right
that such & question should be asked.
Until the member for Geraldton has had
an opportunity of stating his case, we
have no right, either as politiciang or as
men, to condemn him unheard.

Mr. Hieram: Then give him the first-
opportunity of proving his charges.

Mr. A. Forrest : Next Tuesday.

Me. GEORGE: This session, as has
been said by the leader of the Opposition,
has heen called for the special purpose
of tederation ; and the Premier has prac-
tically acked this House not to bring
forward any other business. [The PrEe-
MIER: Hear, hear.] He has called upon
us to come here, at what is to many an
mconvenient, {ime, to discuss the burning
question of the day; and for that pur-
pose 1 have attended this session. If
this motion be passed, and the member
for Geraldton be called on to answer for
what he is alleged to have said, I shall
certainly take every opportunity and
every chance I can get to see that every
other member of this House shall give
him a fair bearing; but I do ask hon.
members not to be precipitate, not to
hasten to strike at o man who is not
present to answer for himself.

Mr. A. Forrrsr: We are not striking
him.

Mr. Hicmanw: He can be here on
Tuesday.

Mg, GEORGE : Though I do not
believe the statements made can be sub-
stantiated, yet I think we shall find the
hon. member can give some explanation
very different from those contained in
newspaper reports. I also am thoroughly
convinced it is quite right there should
be a full inqury, because it is not
from the member for Geraldton alone,
but from the Press in different parts
of this country, that allegations have
been wade aguinst all and sundry
members of this House. In the gold-
fields Press it has undoubtedly been said
that members of this House have soiled
their reputations and damaged the

How can we sit
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honour of Parlinment by accepting blocks | opportunity of substantiating his charges.
of land for services they should never | If anything happened to prevent that

have rendered; and that is the reason
why 1 shall move for that refurn te-
morrow of which I have given notice,
because the next time I go to the gold-
fields, and when I am accused of belonging
to a House which has so degraded itself,
I shall be able to say, either that those
allegations are false, or, if they are true,
that I am ashamed to belong to the
Legislature of Western Australia. I shall
vote with the leader of the Opposition,
and I think the Premier, on consideration,
will find he will lose nothing of the
strength of his case by acting with
generosity to an absent oppounent.

Toeg Preuizr: He will be here on
Tuesday.

M=r. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : Lam
not quite sure that we shall ever have
anotber session of this Parlinment. 1
doubt if we ever shall. Who can guaran-
tee it? The Government, which has
lived so long, may not live through this
session or through the next. It is pos-
sible this House may dissolve before this
federation question is settled ; and then
we dissolve never more to meet. The
members who are here now—at all events,
a good many of them—may never come
back to this House. No man wants to
retire from Parliament, to find himself,
in the near future, in a position where he
camnot effectively defend his character;
80 “now is the accepted time.” I
may say that on talking the matter
over with others, and with some in
authority, I advised that we should
not deal with the maftter this session.
That was my opinion till the gravity
of the position was placed before me;
and nobody who has heard the Premier
this afternoon can doubt how he feels
about the matter. I do not think I
ever saw the right hon. gentleman so
deeply moved before as he was this
afternoon. I, therefore, confess it would
be absolutely unjust to the Premier in
particular, as leader of this (Glovern-
ment) side of the House, and it would
not be fair to the member for Geraldton,
to let this matter stand over; for sup-
posing Parliament dissolve this session
--a thing which can and may happen—
the member for Geraldton may not come
back to Parliament. Then he must ge
out of Parliament without having any

, hon. member being heard on Tuesday,
| I for one should absolutely oppose any-
thing being done in this maiter till he
was in his geat; but let us bear in mind
that no attack has been made this even-
ing upon the member for Geraldton—
none whatever. He is in one of two, or
rather one of three, positions. He was
misrepresented by the Press, in which
case 1t is due to us and himself to hear
him ; or he has made accusations which
prove him to be either a social purifier
and a political and Parliamentary purifier;
or, thirdly, he is something else which
rhymes accurutely with purifier. He iz in
one of these three positions. The man has
made base and groundless charges, or he
has made charges which will stamp him as
being at once a clever man, a courageous
man, and one who is not afraid to
attempt the task of cleansing the “ Augean
gtable” into which he hag lately been
taken as an assistant. I say under these
conditions we must go on with this
matter now; but than “must” need
not involve any undue haste. Next
Tuesday the hon. member will prob-
ably be here. If not, we shall adjourn
the inquiry. He should be given, and
must be given, a fair trial. [M=.
Greeory: By whom?] The whip of
the Opposition (Mr. Gregory) need not
bridle up in that way. Weare not going
to make a party question of this, as he 1g
50 fond of dowg of everything. Who
can try Parbament? T have seen it
advocated by members of Parliament,
and by the Press, that some outside
committee should be chosen to try this
House. Why, Parlinment, is the supreme
tribunal in this land, and if there be not
found inside the walls of this Assembly
men who are able to try this issue, there
arg men in the Upper House who can do
it. But we will give the hon. member
{Mr. Robson) a *fair deal” We will
have no party committes, if T have any
power to prevent it. Every side of the
House shall be represented on the com-
mittee, and it is only fair the hon.
member should be here, for the reason
that we cannot proceed to do anything
nutil we know the grounds of his charges;
because it wight happen that I, for
instance, or any other member, might

find myself appointed on that committee,



Privilege ;

and might afterwards find that I was one
of the accuszed.

Mg. ILLINGWORTR :
is accused.

Mz, MORAN: 1If the hon. member
(Mr. Robson) wants a *fair deal,” he
must intimate that he intends to make
charges, and must give the names of
those whom he accuses; and those
members accused must have nothing to
do with the trial, except as witnesses.
That i the position. [SEvERAL MEM-

The whole House

BERS: Hear, hear.] He will get a
fair British “deal,” and we will
all hope that he will come out as

a man—that he has been misled. I
cannot for one mowment imagine that the
hon. member could be guilty of saying
what he is represented to have said,
unless he has been imposed on. Let us
have the truth right out. No one wants
to live under these imputations, and I
am sure the leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Ilingworth) does not want to live
under them. I do not know any man
who can afford to give away an honour-
able name, which for some of us repre-
sents all the capital we have to live on;
at all events, we all started with that,
and let us wind up with it if we possibly
can; and if weare to go out of Parlia-
ment this session, let us go after having
had these charges inquired into. I speak
bitterly upon this, because a paper in my
own ¢onstituency never issues a munber
that does not refer particularly to these
charges as proven, und as charges that
the Government aye afraid to take up.
The Kalgoorlie Miner repeats, in every
1ssue, that the Government dare not hold
an inquiry into this question. That is a
paper which represents a great party in
this country, the party which wants
separation. We cannot afford to sit still
under these charges. Yet while we are
jealous of our own honour, let us give
the gentleman who has made these charges
due notice. He shall be given a fair trial;
and I believe the fairest method of domg
that will be to let him make his charges
in the open House, where the public can
hear them, and let every man accused
stand up publicly and defend himself.
These attacks have been made known in
other parts of the world, and there isonly
one way to deal with t.hem, that being
in open court. So we must have a
thoroughly unbiassed select committee in

[23 May, 1900.]

Aspereions on Assembly. 63

this House, consisting of members who
are not implicated in any of the charges.
Then we shall see whether there are any
members in this House who believe these
charges are true. Sneerers say, at times,
that we want to make a party question ot
this matter; but I assert such 18 not the
case. We want a “ fair deal,” and we will
not allow any man who is a member of
the Assembly to make accusations of this
kind, unless we can bring him to book
and give bim an opportumty to explain.
We know what would happen if such
accusations were made in the street,
individually. I support the wotion
entirely in the interests of Mr. Robson,
whom I have bad the honour and plea-
sure of calling “ friend ” in the past. He
is a gentleman who made a good impres-
sion in the House in the early part of the
session, and whe, strange to say, all the
time he was here voted for the Govern-
ment which he has described as corrupt.
I await Mr. Robson's explunation, and
hope it will eventnate in the fair fame of
this House being reinstated, and in Mr.
Robson being able to resume his seat once
1ncre among us, ag one whom we can
trust and who will trust us also.

Me. EWING (Swan): There is no
doubt the charges by the member for
Geraldton are serious; nor can there be
any doubt that they must be investigated,
and investigated coolly and deliberately,
absolutelv independently of any party
or political feeling. I was unfortunate
enough to be absent from the House when
the motion was moved, but I understand
it to be that Mr. Robson shall be called
upon to substantiate or withdraw his
statement.

MRr. Moran : To explain.

Mg, EWING: To explain the state-
ment he is reported to have made.

Mgz. IntineworTH ;: On Tuesday next.

Mr. EWING: I think there are two
sets of parties interested in ihis matter,
The first 18 an individual, Mr. Robson,
the second being composed of the
members of this House; and when a
charge of this kind is inade, it cannot be
dealt with too early and too readily. If
these charges are true, the public have a
right to lknow who are the individuals
referred to, and to deal out to them the
political punishment they so richly
deserve. OUn the other hand, if there 1s
no substance or truth in the remarks of
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Mr. Robson, the earlier an opportunity is
given to that gentleman of showing to
the public that he has made statements
which are without foundation, the Letter
for the community and this Parliament.
It cannot be a pleasant thing for Mr,
Robson to sit amongst a number of men
against whom he has wade a charge, any
of whom may be regarded as tainted with
the fraud that is charged against this
House. I think if he were here, he wonld
say, “ Give me the earliest opportunity of
vindicating my position, or of withdrawing
my remarks.” The community demands
‘en inquiry in the matter, and is entitled
to it. 1 say this without uttering a
word about the merits of the question.
Whatever may be the faults of the
Forrest Government, I would be the last
to charge them with corruption; and,
altogether leaving out of consideration
the merits of the case, I feel justified
in saying that if Mr. Robson were
in this House to-day, he would be
the readiest member to say, « Give
me that inquiry: let me either prove
the charges I have made, or give me
the opportunity of acting the part of a
man by saying I am wrong, and with-
drawing the statement without qualifica-
cafion.” Tt is right that Mr. Robson
should be asked to explain the statement
he has made at the earliest- reasonable
opportunity ; and that is very reasonably
met by the motion that hag been moved.
I therefore support the motion on the
understanding and assurance that, if Mr.
Robson has not had sufficient time to
deal with the matter so as to place it
fully before the members of this House,
and to do justice to his case, if he has a
cage, further time shall be allowed. The
House is in duty bound to extend to him
every possible means that lies in its power.
When & charge is mede against either
the whole House, the whole Ministry, or
any individual member, the utmost pub-
Yicity should be given in dealing with the
matter at the earliest possible moment.
By adopting this course the House will
be doing that which the country nét only
desires but has o right to demand.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany): For some
reasons given by the member for the
Swan (Mr. Ewing), I suppcrt the amend-
ment. The hon. member suggests that if
this matter bad been brought to the
attention of the member for Geraldton,
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that hon. member might possibly hawe
withdrawn the expressions, and no more
would have been said. If notice of this
motion had been given, an opportunits
would have been afforded the wembe
for Geraldton to offer some reason o
another; but the motion is sprung or
the House without notice.

Tae Premier: Ou the very firs
opportunity.

Mr. LEAEKE: No; the first oppor
tunity was a day or two ago, when the
House met.

THE SrEAxER: It is not necessary tc
give notice on a question of privilege.

Mr. LEAEKE: I know it is not; but
as a matter of fact, notice might hawe
been given on the Notice Paper, and we
are all unprepared to discuss the question
which, at any rate, might occasion a good
deal of heat. Ihave no doubt the membes
for North Murchison does not desire t«
discuss the question, because, no doubt
he has had an opportunity of discussing
it with the Government. Wecannot shu
our eyes to the fact that this is a Govern
ment ma.tt.er more than a Parliamentary
one.

Severar MemBERS: Why ?

Mr. LEAKE: Certain charges are
alleged to have been levelled agamst the
Government in an after-dinuer speech.

Tae Premier: No. This was at :
public meeting. We refer to the publi
mesting at which the member for Gerald
ton addressed his constituents.

Mz, LEAKE: That shows the neces
gity for this House having an opportunity
of looking calmly and dispassionately a
these papers, because if the Governmen
were 50 anxious in this matter, we would
have expected them to put up the
Attorney-General to move the motion
rather than a private member in the
person of the member for North Mur
chison. But they have thought fit t
adopt the course which has been taken
and undoubtedly they are strictly withir
their rights and privileges.

A MewmpEr: Have they done what you
assert ?

Mg. LEAKE: Undoubtedly ; becaus:
I happened to notice on the papers laif
before the House . memorandum in the
hundwriting of the Premier.

Tae Premier: The papers were sen
to the Speaker with that note on the to)
of them.
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Mgr. LEAEKE: That clearly shows,
does it not, that these papers passed
through the hands of the Premier ?

Teg Premier: If they did, what does
it matter ?

Mr. LEAEKE: Nothing. I am trying
to throw oil on the troubled waters, and
I ask hou. members to pause before they
enter into a discussion of this kind
without due consideration.

Mz. Ewiva: The discussion will take
place when Mr. Robson comes.

Mr. LEAKE: But I understocd the
hon. member to say perbaps we might
avoid this discussion by a possible with-
drawal by the member for Geraldton in
the House. If notice had been given of
this motion, that opportunity would have
been afforded the member for Geraldton.

Mz. A. ForresT: He can have it still.

Mr. LEAKE: Am I to understand
hon. members in this House will not be
satisfied with the withdrawal of the
statement, but will insist on the prosecu-
tion of the inquiry? Isthatso?

TsE PrEMIER : Ibis merely an assump-
tion of yours. No one said it.

Mr. Ewinag: There should he no with-
drawal. Either there should be a state-
ment that the assertions are not true, or
the member for Geraldton should procesd
with them.,

Mz. LEAKE: That is quite right. I
suppose what the hon. member said just
now was not quite what he meant. How-
ever, that is by the way. What I
complain of is that the motion, that the
member for Geraldton should be ordered
to attend in his place and explain, has
been made without any notice at all. I
do not think this House should make any
order, particularly an order of this kind,
without baving had time to consider it.
The motion was very nearly carried on
the voices a moment ago, without a word
of explanation. The member for Central
Murchison (Mr. Illingworth} points out
that the member for Geraldton would
be guilty of contempt if he did not
attend. We want to give the member. for
Geraldton ample opportunity. I am not
desirous in any degree to burk inquiry in
this matter. There is no doubt the
member who made the alleged statements
is himself prepared to submit himself
to all proper authority, and to offer
necessary explanation.

Mg. Hioam: Are you sure?
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Mz. LEAKE: That interjection shows
there is an element of bitterness on the
Government side of the House, which I
not only deprecate but regret; and I
hope the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Higham) will avoid anything of that kind.

Tae Premier: I suppose it is nothing
to be charged with dishonourable conduct!

Me. LEAKE: What has occurred only
shows the necessity of acting with a cer-
tain amount of caution and consideration.
I do not like members on the Govern-
ment side of the House to prejudge this
matter, but I wish the House to give
everybody un opportunity of offering a
full explanation ; and if an explanation is
not fortheoming, et the person be dealt
with according to s deserts. No
anthority has been quoted for the course
taken. Thisis the first time such a thing
has happened in this Parliament, and I
think since Parliamentary Government
has been kmown in Western Australia.
This is an unusual motion without notice,
and one would have expected it to be
supported with some authority. I have
no doubt that anthority is handy, either
in the Parliamentary Practice or in the
Standing Orders; but at any rate we
were entitled to know something about it.
I say again I am supporting the amend-
ment proposed by the leader of the
Opposition, and there is foree in what he
says. I trust that even if the amendment
be not carried, the debate on this question
will be adjourned until to-morrow or the
next day, because this has come upon us
as a sudden shock. Doubiless there has
been a rumour outside and in the Press.
1 notice that the Government Press has
been agitating in this matter for a
considerable time, and urging that the
gubject be inquired into. Still, that is no
reason why we should not approach this
matter with a certain degree of calm-
ness. No doubt we desire to maintain
the honour and integrity of the House,
but I cannot help saying that in the
course of time in this Chamber many
expressions have flown from both sides
of the House which, if you analyse
them and take their grammatical mean-
ing, or historical meaning for the matter
of that, impute very improper conduct,
and you will find that even from the
Government benches very severe remarks
have been made. I myself have been
called a * traitor ” before now, and it is not
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so many years ago—and I believe it is
still the law—that a traitor suffered
capital punishment; but nobody ever
thought that those words were used in
what we might call a personal sense,
because there was a certain political senti-
ment. So I dare say when we come to
inquire into the merits of this particular
case we shall find there was a political
element existing. There is not sufficient
before the House to justify the motion
being forced through — I say forced
through—this evening, without due con.
sideration and deliberation. I therefore
support the amendment moved by the
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Ilingworth) ; not with the idea of burk.
ing discussion, but with the intention
that the matter may be more calmly and
dispassionately considered. Nobody can
deny there was a certain amount of heat
introduced by the right hon. gentleman
(the Premier); and although I was not
astonished at it, yet that exhibition of
feeling should be alone sufficient o
induce us not to hurry this matter. We
are supposed to act in some way im a
judicial capacity, in dealing with this
question ; and we ought not to approach
the consideration of so important a matter
when our minds are either heated or
biassed. I implore hon. members to con-
gider the amendment of the leader of the
Opposition, and, at any rate, to consent
to an adjournment of this debate to
ancther day.

Mr. VOSPER (North-East (lool-
gardie) : For my part, L am one of the last
members who would desire to burk inquiry
into charges of so grave and serious a
character. I am entirely at one with the
Premier in his desire to have that
inquiry as early as possible. Nevertheless,
I cannot avoid taking consideration of
arguments introduced on this side of
the House, and particularly one powarful
argument just used by the member
for Albany (Mr. Leake). Any ques-
tion involving the privilege of Par-
liament is in its nature very serious, and
should be approached with all due caution
and deliberation. T know that if a
similar episode had occurred in the
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cerned, in order that, if he desired to do
8o, he could work up a case againsl the
Government. If the member for Gerald-
ton {Mr. Robsen) were able to muster a
majority in this House, he could proceed
by means of impeachment, and that form
of procedure would involve considerable
delay.

Trx PrEmMier: This is not a matter of
impeachment, but of personal honour.

Mr. VOSPER : I am not speaking of
impeachment on any question of poliey.
Ministers in the House of Commons have
been impenched on charges of personal
corruption, and that is the charge, sub-
stantially, made by the member fot
Geraldton against the Glovernment of
this colony.

Mr. HiemaM: Against Parliament
generally ; not against the Government.

Mz, VOSPER: I read the charges as
being levelled, for the most part, against
the Government of the day and agaiust
their supporters. The charges are not
levelled against this (Oppesition) side of
the House.

Tae PreEMier: We wantinquiry, then,
and you won't give it us.

Mg. VOSPER: In any Parliament in
the world, matters of this sort would be
approached with considerable delibera-
tion and caution, and particularly where
serious charges are made. I think avery
opportunity should be given to the accuse:
to formulate his charges in a proper
manner. As it 18 now, a very brief
notice has been given under the terms of
the motion, and the House is asked tc
pass the motion at a moment’s notice
Members on this side were totally unaware
that this matter was coming ou.

Several MemBErs: Nonsense!
knew it was.

Mr. VOSPER: For myself, it is nof
more than half an bhour ago that I sug.
gested to the leader of the Opposition the
desirability of having this matter brought
before the House, for discussion.

Tee PrEMIER: You wauted to urge
s on, did you?

M=r. VOSPER: I suggested to my
leader on this side the desirableness of
having this matter discussed, not neces-

You

Imperial Parliament, every opportunity ' sarily now, but at some time.

would have been given for ventilating
every side of the question ; and not only
would notice have to be given, but a
lengthy notice to the member most con-

Mg. MoormEADp: The hon. membe
who made the charges knew the grounds
of his charges on the 20th February wher

| he made them, if he had any grounds
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Mr. VOSPER: It is one thing to be
sure of your facts, and quite another
thing to be able to obtain the evidence
necessary to support them. The hon.
member (Mr. Moorhead), as a lawyer,
must be aware that it is a practice in law
to apply for repeated adjouraments in
order to obtain evidence. In this case,
the accuser will not be allowed sufficient
time, under this motion. This matter
has been sprong on the House, and it is
not the kind of business that should be
sprung on members; but this is a ques-
tion that should be approached with every
cantion, and the fullest opportunity should
be given to every member to examine the
charges contained in the particular news-
paper. We are asked to suddenly
decide on a matter of the gravest moment,
a matter that has no parallel in this Par-
liament, and very few parallels in the
records of the British Bwpire. I was
somewhat amusged at the sudden spasm
of virtuous indignation which has come
over the Premijer to-night. No doubt
the right hon. gentleman was thoroughly
sincere in the indignant manuer in which
he repelled those charges. Nevertheless,
I cannot but be aware that for years
past, for ‘four or five years at least,
allegations equivalent to these charges
have been made by newspapers in various
parts of the colony.

Tar PrEMIER:
Parliament.

Mz. VOSPER: The public Press is
quite as imporfant an institution as
Parliament itself; and I recollect, in
particular, that one journal, the Kal-
goorlie Miner, has made charges of this
character.

Tur PreEmier : Never of personal
dishonour, that I have seen.

Me. VOSPER: Oh, yes.

Tas Premier: If it were so, I would
make them prove it.

Mr. VOSPER : That journal said the
Premier was the most politically crooked
man in all Australia,

Tee PrEMIER: What is there in that?
We are all crooked, politically, in the
opinicn of some people.

Not in regard to

Mge. VOSPER : The distinction made |

by the right hon. gentleman is certainly
a subtle one, and would do credit to a
greater casuist even than himself. I
remember, also, that & charge of deliber-
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ate fraud was published in the Kalgoorlie
newspaper, only a week or soago, against
a company in which a member of this
House is known to be interested, and it
charged that company with conspiring fo
swindle the Railway Department. It
impugned the personal honour of mem-
bers of the company —that personal
honour of which we hear so much this
afterncon.

Mr. A. Forrest: That matter could
be ensily explained.,

Me. VOSPER: I say again that for
the last five or six years charges of this
kind have been made frequently in the
Press of the colony, and no action has
been taken by the Government to meet
the charges, except in one solitary unim-
portant case, wherein a member of this
House was said to have assaulted another
member at the back of this Chamber.
Among all the charges of this kind that
have been mude in the Press during the
last few years, we have seen only one
charge investigated by the action of the
Government in placing the cpse before
the Supreme Court; and that case was of
so trivial a character that it was langhed
out of court. Look at the position in
which the Opposition in this House are
placed over the action of the Govern-
ment. The Premier has arranged with
the leader of the Opposition that practi-
cally no business 13 to be dealt with
during the present session, except only
the Federation Enabling Bill. In con-
nection with the metion [ brought before
the House yesterday, the leader of the
Opposition was written to, and when he
met me in this Chamber afterwards he
requested me to drop that motion for the
special purpose of giving facility for the
dscussion of the federation gquestion.
This arrangement means that Opposition
members are to keep back all their
business, 1o keep back everything except
this one question of the Federation Bill,
no matter how important may be the
business of members on this side of the
House. Matters quite as important even
as their * personal honour” may have to
be brought forward by members on this
or the other side of the House, and yet we
are asked to keep all this back, while
the Government, or a member on their
side, bring forward the most disturbing
question they ean think of. This is done
at a time when we find members on both
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sides of the House agreed on the subject
which we have been called together
particularly to deal with; yet, while this
is the state of feeling, the Government
introduce this most disturbing question.
‘When members on this (Opposition) side
of the House are willing to drop their
buginess, in order that the House as a
whole may agree in passing the Federa-
tion Enabling Bill, this is the very time
that the Government, instead of the usual
“red herring,” throw a whole whale on
the floor of the House. To bring a
motion of this kind forward at such a
time is not treating the House fairly,
nor is it treating the Opposition fairly,
nor treating the member for Geraldton
fairly; nor is it treating themselves
fairly.

Tae PrEMIER: We want the member
for Geraldton to prove his words—his
charges of personal dishonour. That is
all we want him to do.

M=z. VOSPER: You should not rush
through a matter of this kind.

Tue PREMIER: He can have as much
time as he likes.

Mr. VOSPER: Let us have that
amount of delay which the rules of
discussion provide for.

Tae Premier: You do not want
inquiry, .

Mz. VOSPER: I repel with scorn the
imputation of the right hon. gentleman.
He is committing a gross breach of
courtesy in making that assertion.

TrE PREMIER: [ say they do not want
investigation. We want it, and will have
it, too.

Mz. VOSPER: Very well, the right
hon. gentleman can have it, but at the
game time he will not prevent me from
opening my mouth in protest. I am
here to protest againet the procedure
that has been adopted, not against the
investigation itself; and I will neither
be misrepresented mor abused by the
right hon. gentleman. I have profested
against the form in which the Govern-
ment wish to force on this investigation ;
and the best proof of their desire to
burk a real investigation is their attempt
to force on one which from its very pre-
cipitancy must be a sham.

Mz. GREGORY (North Coolgardie) :
I move the adjownment of the debate
till Tuesday next. '
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Severar MEmBERs: No, no.

Mr. Moran: We are “running th
show,” just now.

Mr. GREGORY: This matter hn
been sprung upon us.

Tee Premier: Ob! sprong on you
You knew very well of its coming for
ward. You want to keep the gquestio
before the country—to keep it hangin,
about.

Mr. Momaw:
cry of it.

Tag Premier: As you have don
already on the goldfields.

Mr. GREGORY: I do not kno
whether the Premier or T am addressin
the House.

M=r. MORAN : I ask you, Mr. Speaker
can a motion for adjournment of th
debate be discussed or spoken to
The hon. member moved the adjourn
ment.

Mr. SPEAKER: He must move i
without speaking to it.

Motion for adjournment put, and :
division being called for by Mr. Gregory
it was taken with the following re
sult:—

To make an electio

Ayes .o 1
Noes ... 23
Majority against ... e 12
AvyEs. NoEes.
Mr. George Mr. Doberty
Mr. Hassell Mr. Ewing
Mr, Holmes Sir Jobn Forrest
Mr, INlingworth Mr. A, Forrest,
Mr, Kingsmill Iz, D, Forrest
Mr. Lenke Mr, Hall
Mr. Qate Mr. Hurper
Mr. Solomou Mr. Higham
Mr. Yoaper Mr. Hubble
My, Wilson Mr. Lefroy
Mr, Gregary (Teller). Mr. Locke
Me. Mitchell
Mr. Monger
Mr, Moron
Mr, Moorhend
Mr, Pennefather
Mr. Phillips
My, Picase
Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Sholl
Mr. Throssell
Mr. Wood
Alr. Rason {Telier).

Motton thus negatived, and the debat
continued.

Mze. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : I d
not think this is a matter about whicl
we should waste more words. We car
see the trend of events. 1 beg to mov
that the question be now put.

Mz, Voserr: Oh, the gag!

Mer. A. FORREST : I second that.
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Motion put, and a division being called
for by Mr. Gregory, it was taken with the
following result :—

Ayes .. .. 16
Noes ... 18
Majority against 2
AYEg. Noks.
Sir John Forrest Mr. Doherty
Mr. A. Forrest Mr. Ewing
Mr. D. Forrest Mr. Qeorge
Mr. Hubblo Mr. Hall
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Harper
Mr. Locke Mr. Hoasell
Mr, Mitchell Mr. Highain
Mr, Monger Mr. Holwes
Mr. Moran Mr. Illingworth
Mr, Pennefnther Mr. Kingamill
Mr. Phillipa Mr. Lenke
Mr, Picsse Mr. Moorhead
Mr. Sholl Mr. Oats
Mr. Throssell Mr winlan
Mr. Wood Mr. Solomon
Mr. Rason (Teller). Mr. Yosper
Mr: Wilson
Mr. Gregory (Tollor),

Motion thus negatived, and the debate
contimed.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather): After the discus-
sion that has taken place on this question,
in which, unfortunately, much warmth
of expression has been made use of,
though I think pardonably, the time has
now arrived when any further discussion
of this matter ought to be deprecated,
having regard to the interests of the hon.
member who is absent. With that object
in view, I think the proper course is to
pass the motion. If the hon. member is
unable to be present in the House on the
day fixed, he can advise the leader of the
Opposition or some other member to that
effect, and T feel certain that no hon.
member will in any way hamper the
member for Geraldton by giving him
unduly short notice, or by compelling
him o prove his cha.rges unless he is
fully prepared to do so. Any ample and
reasonable time that the hon. member
may require will, I am sure, be conceded
by this House.

Me. Inivaworta: This is an order
of the House.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Exactly ; and being an order of the
House, it can be revoked or modified by
a further order; but the question now is,
can any reil good be done by continuing
this diseussion in present circonmstances r
We are all agreed that it is unfair to
discuss the merits of this cuse either one
way or other, and any further discussion
may possibly tend to do that which we do
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not wish done ; and I therefore think we
should decide this question of notice, for
the only point we are debating is whether
or not the hon. member (Mr. Robson)
shall attend in his place next Tuesday, or
whether the interval shall be prolonged
till the next ordinary session. Members
on this side, and I believe even on the

other side of the House, are agreed on

the fact that undue delay would be wrong
for various reasons; but that any reasen-
able time should be granted to the hon.
member is, I am sure, the wish of every
member of the House.

Mr. BALL (Perth): No one has
attempted to discuss the merits of the
case, and I am sure the mover of the
ht in his mind that
the merits should be discussed this even-
ing. There was no course open to the
Government but to bring this matter
forward at the very earliest opportunity,
and that they have done. With regard
to Mr. Robson not having received notice,
I think this is a notice. It is a notice to
get ready to prove his charges on Tuesday
next, and I feel sure that if he tells the
House that he is not quite ready, the
members of the House will be quite ready
to allow him further time. But it ig now

i some time since he made these charges.

‘They bhave been ventilated n the Press,
and Mr. Robson knew perfectly well from
the Press and a number of members that
he would be called upon to prove these
charges in the House. Therefore, if the
hon, member is not ready, he most
certainly ought to be. I can only say if
Mr. Robson is mot able to prove the
charges he has levelled against the
members of the House, he ought at
once to withdraw, and I think he will
do so. .

Mr. WILSON (Canning): I simply
rise to take exception to a very strong
agssertion by the Premier, that members
on the Opposition side of the House
desire to burk this inquiry. I think that
is a statement for which there is no
warranty.

Tar PREMIER:
then ?

Me. WILSON : I maintain that mem-

What are you doing,

| bers on this side of the House are entitled

to be considered honourable, just as much
as members on the Ministerial side.

Tue Premier : We are more implicated
than you are.
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Mr. WILSON : I think that is all the |

more reagson why time should be allowed
to allay the warmth of feeling the right
hon. gentleman bas now exhibited.

Tue Premrer: It is nothing to be
told you are dishonourable, I suppose ¥

Mg. WILSON: I should be sorry
indeed to have this case inquired into by
the right hon, gentleman, in his present
frame of mind.

Tre PreEmMIER: I am not going to
inquire into it.

Mr. WILSON : I should be sorry to
submit myself to an examination, in a
case of this sort or any other, when the
right hon. gentleman was so heated. To
assert that the members of the Opposition
wish to burk inquiry, and to occasion
delay in order that the matter should not
be inquired into, is unfair.

Tue PrEMIER: You ought to assist
us, then.

Me. WILSON: We do assist you. I
say that if delay in this matter will to
some extent allay the feeling of the right
hon. gentleman, that delay will be
warranted.

Tue PrEmMIer: It is a month since
the member for Geraldton made these
statements.

Mr. WILSON : I do not care whether
it is a month ago or not. This is the first
time the subject has been brought before
the House, the first time we heard that
action was to be taken upon it: we heard
rumours, but nothing of this motion. I
knew nothing about it before; neither
did the members on this (Qpposition})
side of the House. We object to the
motion, and are justified in objecting
to it. Why should we not have our
opinions on this question ? Tf we think
the interests of the country will be best
served by deferring thiz matter to the
beginning of next session, why should we
not speak in support of such posipone-
ment ?

TEE PrEMIER: We are to rest under
these charges all this time, are we ?

Mz. WILSON: You have rested under
the charges for the last three or four
months apparently, and it will not hurt
you to rest under them for the next two
or three weeks.

Tee PrEMier: We will not do it, at
any rate.

Me. WILSON: If you have a just
case, which I suppose you have-——-
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TrE PrEMIER: You do not know an,
thing about it.

Mr. WILSON: It will do no han
whatever to allow the member for Gerald
ton until the beginning of next sessior
Let us got through with the question «
federation, and then at the beginning
the next session you can inquire into th
matter as fully as you like.

Trr Premier: We shall have finishe
federation by Tuesday next.

Mr. WILSON: I bave not said whe
tribunal I would propose. There ai
outside tribunals that could inquire int
this matter, but the subject is one f
subsequent inquiry. The question |
whether the member for Geraldton sha
be ordered to be in his place on Tuesda
next to answer a charge.

M=r. Moran: Not at all.

Mr. WILSON: That is as I unde
stand the motion.

Tae Premier: That is the motion,

Mr. WILSON: It is an order of th
House that the hon. member for Geral
ton shall be in his place on Toesday nes
to explain the remarks he is alleged t
have made about the (overnment. Tk
member for Geraldton is not here
night to hear the motion. He is awa)
He is at Geraldton, and possibly cannc
be here on Tuesday; but, according |
the motion, he must be in his place o
that day, if the motion be passed. |
will be contempt of the House if he
not in his place.

Me. Mogran: Not if he gives a reaso:
able excuse. If he cannot come, |
cannot,

Mr. WILSON: I am sorry to say
cannot agree with the hon. member,
assert that if the motion be carried, tl
hon. member for Geraldton must be i
his place on Tuesday next, otherwise I
will be guilty of contempt of the House
there is no doubt about that. I hope t
Premier will not give a. public exhibitio
of his temper. I thwk it is about tin
now he controlled his temper.

‘TEE PrEMIER: I am not accustome
to this sort of thing.

Mr. WILSON : Itis only the membe
of the Opposition who are accustomed t
be abused. I de not wish to detract fro;
the seriousness of the matter which is, ¢
will be, under consideration. Doubtles
it is one of the most serious matters th
House can be called upon to discuss
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congider, and I hope the House will give
reasonable time and opportumity to the
member for Geraldton, so that he may
prepare either his defence, whatever it
may be, or his explanation.

Tax Premier: Wewill give him time,
as far as I am concerned.

Mp. WILSON: T do not think that
bringing forward a motion like this at a
moment’s notice, that the hon. member
shall be in his place on Tuesday next, is
giving reasonable time. I know nothing
about the merits of the case. I have only
seen the charges which have been read
out here, and I am not prepared to say
whether the hon. member has any evidence
or not, or whether he can meet the
allegation.

Tae Premier: Nor 1 either.

Mr. WILSON: Then why have so
much temper about it ?

Tae Premier: No temper at all. If
you had been placarded all over this
colony and all over the British dominions,
perbaps you would have experienced a
hittle feeling too.

Mr. WILSON: The whole thing is
newspaper report.

Tre PreMier : By 2 member of Par-
liament.

Mr. WILSON: There is no reason for
the right hon. gentleman to get into such
a temper and forget himself, and make a
serious charge against the members of
the Opposition that they wish to burk
inquiry on this importaut matter. I de-
precate such a statement, and I think the
best thing the House can do is to grant
extfa time and pass the amendment of the
leader of the Opposition.

Me. DOHERI'Y (North Fremantle):
Members are all aware, I believe, that
Mr. Robson is reported to have said, a
few days ago, that he had all these little
things in his pigeon-holes. If so, I sup-
pose he is prepared to bring them before
the House, to snbstantiate the charges
mude.

Tar Premier: I expect the member
for Central Murchison heard the member
for Geraldton,

M. DOHERTY : There is a feeling
on this side of the House that members
on the Opposition side arranged that the
meruber for Geraldton should not be in
his place to-day. The tone of the re-
marks made indicates that such was the
case,
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Mr. Ewing: That sort of statement
does 1o good.

Me. LEage: That is another instance
of fairness.

M=r. Grecory (North Coolgardie) :
As far as the Opposition are concerned,
I desire to say I had not the slightest
knowledge that this matter was coming
on to-night. That is the reason we are
oppusing the motion. We are opposing
it because it has been sprung on us.

Tar PREMIER: You bave information
about the member for Geraldton speaking
of corrupt government. You used it all
through your district.

Me. Grraory: I have said things
nearly as bad.

Mg. Vosper (North-East Coolgardie) :
I desire to kuow whether accusations that
members on this (Opposition} side of the
House are deliberately planning to keep
a wember away, for purposes of their owa,
are in order ?

Tere SeesrEr: No. I do not think
they are in order. I think the observa-
tion is one that should not be made.

Me. DOHERTY: I said the idea
existed on this side of the House. I did
not make any direct accusation against
hon, members., I hope I shall never do
that in this House. I can ouly say any
members who will be prepared to wait for
months to vindicate their honour will be
doing an injustice to themselves and to
the people they represent.

Mz. Iuraxoworra: The inquiry now
will save two weeks. That is all.

Mr. DOHERTY : The member for
East Uoolgardie (Mr. Moran) says it is
possible the Government may not live a
fortnight. Itis quite possible.

M=r. WiLson: You have something up
your sleeve, then.

Me. DOHERTY: We do not keep
anything up our sleeves. I repeat that
the Government may not be in power for
another fortnight, and may not bhave an
opportunity of vindicating themselves, and
why should the leader of the Opposition
and his followers be permitted to go to
the country with the question In an
undecided state? They would not say
their honour was touched. No; they
would say that it was the honour of the
Government, and of the followers of the
Government, that was attacked. That
would be spoken to the detriment of the
Government and to the glory of the
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Opposition. If the member for Gerald-
ton is right, every member on this side of
the House must resign his seat in Parlia-
ment, no other course being open to him.
In such case we 1nust go to the country,
and the sooner we do it the better.

Mr. SOLOMON (South Fremantle):
As o member sitting on the Opposition
gide, I may say I knew nothing whataver
about this motion until the discussion
was opened. At the same time, U think
the charges made against meembers in this
House are of such a serious nature that
the sooner they are substantiated or
it is proved the allegations are wrong,
the better. It appears to me that the
hon. member who is absent is merely
aslced to appear here on a certain day, to
explain these allegations made at u public
meeting and reported in the public Press.
I vepeat that the sooner he does appear
and deal with them, the better. From
what I know of him, T think that if you
agk him, Mr. Robson himself will be only
too pleased to state here publicly and
befors hon. members his opinion of the
charges ; whether he thicks what he has
said bears the light of truth or otherwise.
For myself I shall vote for the proposition
to give him an opportunity to make his
charges at as early u date as possible,

At 630, the Speaxer left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.
Ms. MOORHEAD (in reply as mover) :

I do not propose to deal at length with
the arguments addueed either in support
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of the amendment or the motion. As .

there appears to be a strange misconcep-
tion with regard to the object of my
motion, I propose to state in a few words
my intention in moving it. Briefly,
then, it appears that some time about the
middle of February last, a member of
this House, addressing his constituents,
is reported to have made certain charges,

Aspersions on Assembly.

of financiers who also paid certain mem
bers, and that the Government had
attempted to bribe him in connectior
with the Sluicing and Dredging Bill
Therefore, without going at any lengtl
into these alleged charges which are pu
into the mouth of the member fo
(eraldton through a newspaper report
and without considering their trutl
or unitruthfulness, we find that thes
charges were publicly reported, and hav
been spread throughout the countr,
as emabnating from a member of thy
House,

TaE PrEMIER : Spread throughout the
world.

Mr. MOORHEAD: Yes, throughou
the world, and subsequently been mads
use of by members of the Oppositior
gide, in alleging that the Government of
this countrv were shown to be corrup
and rotten to the core—how? By reasor
of their attempts to bribe members of
this House. Now, I submit that no
alone are the Government of this country
directly implicated by charges of thi
description, but these charges reflect on
every member of the House who support:
the Government; therefore, when the
leader of the Opposition (Mr. Illingworth
says uotice should have been given of the
intention to bring forward this matter
and that it is a breach of faith to bring
it forward in a special session convene
for the purpose of dealing with the
Federation Bill, and when he says thad
he and the Premier have practically
arranged that no other business shoulc
be brought forward in this special session
my reply is that I do not care a snap of
the fingers for any arrangement whick
may have been made between the leade
of the Grovernment and the leader of the
Opposition for limiting the subjects with
which members of this House may deal
in the present session. I am here tc

. defend my honour, when T consider the
" honour of this House is impeached

primarily against the Government, but -

indirectly affecting the honour of this
House. I have carefully guarded myself
againgt any expression of opinion as to
the truth of these charges, or as to
whether they were ever made; but taking
them as reported, they amount to this,
that the member for Geraldton said the
Government were corrupt and rotten,

that they were kept in office by a group .

when the honour of the Government
whom I support is impeached by a
charge of corruption. I may tell the
Houge that when I proposed this motion
I was under the impression that it weuld
be accepted Ly the Opposition, as well as
by members on the Government side,
becanse members of the Opposition are
implicated in this general charge, thougt
perhaps not mnearly so much as are
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supporters of the (tovernment; and I ) ease, or to totally withdraw the charges
thought; that members of the Opposition '

would desire to vindicate the honour of
the House, and that they would scarcely
consent to sit in the House for 24 hours,

te be brought into contact with members .

on this side who are supposed to be
specially open to be bribed by the
Government. 'Therefore, in regard to the
complaint that a breach of faith has been
committed in my bringing this motion
forward without notice, I submit that
there was no intention of committing ary
breach of faith or taking anyoune by
surprise. The other argument used by
the leader of the Opposition is that the
member for Geraldton has had no notice,
and will not have time to prepare his
defence.
not called upon for his defence pow.
The object of the motion is merely that
he shall be ordered to attend in his place
in tbe House on Tuesday next, and
explain these allegations. I fake it that
this House will not counstitute itself into

he has made. If he is not able to attend
here on the 29th instant, a letter addressed
to the Speaker to that effect would no
doubt bring forth a resolution in this
House for extending the time for the hon.
member’s attendance; but I, for one,

.objeot to the present session being allowed

to pass over without some inguiry or
some special action being taken for dealing
with these charges. This is the more

' necessary when we know that some hon.

The member for Geraldton is °

a couunittee of inguiry; but that if the °

explanation of the member for Geraldton,
when made here, is found to be unsatis-
factory, if he refuses to withdraw the
charges which he is reported in a
newspaper to have made against the
Government, and against members in this
House, then it will be open to the House
to take one of two courses—either to
appoint a Royal Commission or appoint
a select committee of this House, to
inquire into these charges. So far as the
member for Geraldton is concerned, we
do ot inquire forthwith into the charges.
The objects of the motion are that

he shall be here to explain from his .

place in the House the charges he has
made, and to give him an opportunity to
make out what may be called a prima
JSacic case in support of the charges hehas
made against the Government, or a with-
drawal of the charges and an explanation
as to how they were made, or how they
came to appear in a newspaper as having
been made by him. As to this House

being turned into » committee of inquiry ;

and getting evidence in regard to these
charges, I do not think that conrse would
be considered for & moment; and there-
fore, so far as the member for Geraldton
1s concerned, all he hasto do is to attend
here by obeying the order of the House,
and to make out, if he can, a prima facie

© members on the Opposition side have

actually taken up these charges, and have
boldly thrown them at us, saying “ Here
is the Government that is ruling the
country, and this is the way they do it!™
I say if there are members of this House
who are capable of receiving bribes, and
if the Government are such as to offer
bribes to secure their support, then the
sooner we get rid of this Government the
better, and the sooner we get a dissolu.
tion of the House the better. Therefore,
in moving this motion I am very far from
endeavouring to take the member for
Geraldton by surprise. It has been
peinted out by some members of the
Opposition thut the member for Gerald-
ton shounld himself be one of the first to
agsist in having these charges inquired
into. It i ridiculous to say that this
motion would not give time for the
member for Geraldton to prepare his
defence; for I say it is not intended
to make inquiry forthwith. But I say
that any member who would utter
such charges as those reported to
have been made on the 20th February

ought to be sufficiently prepared to

substantiate them on the 29th May.
Therefore T must oppose, and am prepared
to vote against, the amendment, and to
support the motion which stands in my
name. I may add that a telegram has -
been handed to me a moment ago, coming
from the member for Geraldton (Mr.
Robson). It is addressed to Sir John
Forrest, and reads as follows :—

I understand Moorhead moving to-night

concerning myself and Government. Can be
in my place by 11 to-morrow night, if neces-

- gary, but wounld prefer Tuesday, when I will

meet yon all; and am writing Mr. Ilingworth
to that effect. .

Therefore we have an intimation, such as
we all anticipated, that the member for
Geraldton will be one of the first to
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aceept the earliest opportunity of offering
his explanation to the House.
Amendment (Mr. Illingworth’s) put
and negatived.
Question put, and passed on the voices.

FEDERATION ENABLING BILL.
SECOND READING (MOVED).

Tee PREMIEE (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : I have much pleasure in rising
to propose the second reading of this Bill,
which is intituled “An Act to make
provision for the acceptance and enact-
ment of a Federal Constitution for Aus-
tralasia.” In this colony, federation has
been a much controverted question, which
hae caused a good deal of political trouble
and much difference of opinion; but I
am glad to be able to state that we
have now come to an understanding—a
general understanding—with the people
of the colony, and that, whatever differ-
ences of opinion may exist as to whether
or not we ought to have federation with
the other colonies, there seems to be a
general opinion, and I think it is the
opinion of a very large majority of the
people of the colony, that the question
13 one which shounld be settled by the
votes of the electors. T am glad to say
that up to the present time this very
important (uestion, so important really
that almost all others sink into insig-
nificance in comparison with it, has not
in this colony been made a party gues.
tion. Of cowrse there may be some
difference of opinion in regard to that
statement, becanse we cannot but kuow
thai the Opposition in this House are all
of them in favour of federation, or at any
rate have always been in favour of the
Federal Bill being referred to the people—
[Mr. Leaxe : Hear, hear] —and 1 do not
suppose that could come about merely
by chance; and therefore although both
sides-—both myself and the leader of
the Opposition—have on several occa-
gions sa1d that this was not a party ques-
tion, atill, for one reason or other, a great
many questions which are not party
questions drift into something like party
questions.
Commonwealth Bill, which appears as
a schedule in the Bill now before us,
reprosents the views of a good many
people in this colony. OF course, I do
not mean for a moment to say there is
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I think, however, that this

Second reading.

1ot a very large number opposed to some
of its provisions, bui if we leave out s
few of those provisions, the general pro-
visions of the Bill weet with very con
siderable support. I think I have always
maintained that the general character of
the Commonwealih Bill is such that i
meets with a considerable amount of
support: from all sections of the com.
muuity, and that it is only in regard i
a few clauses that all the difference of
opinion has ariser. I should like to say
once for all that, whatever may be said
in regard to members of this House who,
ap to the present time, have opposed this
Commeonwenlth Bill being sent to the
people, the worst that can be said about
them is that they are not satisfied that
the Bill sufficiently conserves the interests
of this country ; and that being so, I dg
not think they need ever feel any regret
at the action they have taken. Itis very
easy to go with the stream, it is very easy
to join the crowd, but it requires a good
deal of pluck, a good deal of self-control,
and also a good deal of stamina, for
people to stand up against the stream
and to express opinions which are not
altogether pleasing, and which may appear
in the larger centres of the colony not in
accord with popular sentiment. For any
action [ have ever taken—and I suppose
I'have been abused wmore than anyone
else throughout this eclony, and through.
out Australia—I have only to say 1 am
very proud of what [ have done; and in
after years, when perhaps we are all
federated, and when we have almost
forgotten the difficulties we have had to
deal with in this colony, I feel pretty
certain that T shall not look back with
any regret upon the action I have faken
duriig the last year; because all my
ideas, all my desires, and all my interests,
80 to speak, have been in the direction of
joining in the federation with the other
colonies; and the only reason why I have
not gone heart and soul into the matter
iu the terms of the Commonwealth Bill
is because I do not believe this Bill safe-
guards, to the extent I think it ought to
safeguard, the interests of this colony.
I am prepared to say we shall be able to
live under this Bill, that we shall
probably be able to flourish under this
Bill. We may have a great many
advantages under the Bill; but at the
same time, I can see clearly that in the
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first years of federation there will be a
great many disappointments, and a great
many heart-burnings ; and I have no
hesitation in saying that we ought to
have better terms than we shall receive
in this Bill.

Mr. GeorgE: Why did you not get
them at the Convention?

Tue PREMIER: That is a long story.
There are a great many reasons. Those
who now are foremost, in shouting “The
Bill to the people” did nothing at that
Convention, or very little. I do not want
to boast, but search the pages of the
Convention debates, and find out who,
out of the ten members from this colony,
fought for Western Australia. How
many times did some of these members
speak ou the subject at all” I do mot
want to make any charges; the day for
charges bas gone by; but I say, if
we had been more true to ourselves,
if we had better understood tbe matter,
if we bad understood it as well as we do
now, suaccess would have crowmed our
efforts. We did not realise that this
colony was going into federation. This
was a fact that none of the delegates did
realise, for all, or nearly all, the members
believed that Western Australia would
not enter the federation; and this is
some excuse for them, too; they had some
delicacy in interfering too much with the
details of a measure which they believed
the people of Western Australia would
never agree to, and they thought that to
take too prominent a part in matters of
detail in the Commonwealth Bill would
he unduly interfering with other people’s
affairs, when they thought their own
people would never enter the federation.
Well, some of us, at any rate, were
awakened from that idea. I, perhaps,
had that particular idea myself, to some
extent; certainly the general feeling
amongst the delegates was that Western
Australia would not join the union under
this Bill ; and therefore when I say any-
thing that may be considered somewhat
harsh in regard to delegates not working
hard enough, this point must always be
remembered : the reason why members
did not take a more prominent and active
part in the discussions was because they
felt we were not going to enter the feder-
ation, and they were somewhat anwilling
—very unwilling, in fact—to interfere in
the details of the measure, or to mterfere
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with the decisions arrived at by the Con-
ventions, when it appeared that the
chances were altogether against this
colony’s entering the union, I can only
hope that if this Bill does pass, and if we
get to a referendum of the people, every-
one in the colony will vote.

Mer. Greoree: Hear, hear. Everyone.

Tee PREMIER: Everyone whois on
the roll.

SeveEralL MEMsERs : No, no.

Tae PREMIER: Ido not get excited.
I want the Bill to go to the people.

Mg. GeorGE: I am quite cool.

Tae PREMIER: We all hear of
people very anxious to get on the roll,
who kick up a terrible noise about not
getting on the roll; and when they do
get on the roll, they will not take the
trouble to vote. That is the case all over
the colony. In Ferth the other day. at
a most bitterly disputed election, one-half
the people on the roll did not vote; and
80 it is everywhere. People will get on
the roll, and will not take the frouble to
vote; and others, again, will not even
take the trouble to get on the roll, how-
ever easy the process may be made; and
it is even said that we ought o go round
and pick up such people and put them
ou the roll, because the people are too
idle or too indifferent to register their
pnames. I think anything that is not
worth looking after a little is not valoed
much,

Mr. Gtrorer: That cuts both ways.

Tur PREMIER: But the hon. mem-
ber knows, for he 18 a man of the world,
that if a thing is worth having, it 1s
worth some trouble to get; and if a
thing is so useless that people will not
take the slightest trouble throughout the
whole year o oblain it, we may be sure
they do not value it much. I think it
very likely that thig last action of the
Government in advising His Excellency
to call this Parliament together, and my
moving the second reading of this Bill
to-night, may have the effect, and I
believe it hag had the effect, of cooling
people down a little. People do not seam
to have been in such a terrible state of
exciternent over federation during the last
fortnight or three weeks, either here, on
the goldfields, or anywhere else. They
geem to think that if the Government are
going to take the matter up, there is
something wrong about ib; that there
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cannot be so much in this federation
after all, if the Government are taking
up the matter; and, as I have said, I
think that in conseguence of the Govern-
ment. introducing the Bill, the interest will
not be half as great, when the elections
come off, as it would be if the Govern-
ment were opposing the measure.

Me. GEoree: That means that the
Govermment are unpopular.

Tre PREMIER: No. Itisa general
practice in human nature. There is u
general sort of feeling that these in
authority are not so good as those in
opposition. Very often the men who are
opposing seem to have more friends than
those who are in authority. You need
not go far for an example. There ure
plenty of things which the Opposition of
this House will oppose, in regard to

which they get cheered when they go into |

the country. They get cheered for the
work itself, although they have opposed
it. There are, I assert, plenty of cases.
For instance, there is the question of the
dual title. The general opinion through-
out the goldfields is that the Government
did away with the dual title; that the
people of the poldfields were robbed
of their inalienable right and natursl
heritage by the abolition of the dual
title, and there were groans against the
Government whenever people got the
opportunity. The fact is that the member
for Albany (Mr. Leake) is the man who
did away with the dual title. He is more
responsible for that measure than the
Government, for the Government pro-
posal was a better one by a long way
than the one the hon, member introduced;
but we wanted to do something, and we
could not do it without support, so we
took the hon. member’s Bill, and the
people on the goldfields cheer bim as if he
were the saviour of the country. The
alluvialists will cheer him the same as
the alluvialists of North-East Coolgardie
will cheer the member for North-East
Coolgardie.

M. VoseEr: Sometimes.

Tae PREMIER: They forget that
everyone who takes op a lease can hold
a third of it through the hon. member's
motion, the clause being u most mons-
trous one.

M=, Gresory: You supported it.

Tae PREMIER: Yes; we did it all
in a burry. The hon. member (Mr.
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Vosper) proposed that any man going
into the wilds of the colony anywhere
and applying at the Warden's Court for a
lease of what might be 24 acres of the
best alluvial ground, should be able to
bold a third of the lease until the warden
decided whether the ground was alluvial,
all that the lessee was to pay bheing
perhaps £2 to the Treasury.

Mz. VospEr: Seeing you wanted to
give the lessees seven-eighths of the lease
for machinery, I think the compromise
a very good one.

Tez PREMIER: I never proposed
anything so monstrous as that put forth
by the hon. member. The hon. member
will ntot tell his electors the facts of the
case. I say the hon. member for Albany
is responsible for the dual title, I only
mention this to show vou how—o

Mr. Leaze: How easily you can
change your mind.

Tae PREMIER: T only say this to
show vou how people groan at w man as
an enewy, although he is really their
friend.

Mzr. KiNGsSMILL:
chainpion !

Tae PREMIER: I know something
about any legislation I am responsible
for, and I never would have supported
the member for Albany but for the fact
that something had to be done. The
Minister of Miues introduced a Bill with
an interim title, and it was a good BilL

Me. Vosper : Absolutely unworkable,

Tre PREMIER: I suppose the hon.
mewber (Mr. Vosper) has had no experi-
ence of mining or mining laws. He has
not administered mining laws for 20
years, as I have done. This, however, is
only by the way, and now I will come back
to this Enabling Bill. WhatT have said
was o little digression, and it is good to
digress sometimes to show people in their
troe colours. We desire to be seen in our
true colours, and no one else should
desive to be known otherwise than in
their true colours. For a young State
like Western Australia—we are young in
regard 1o our prosperity and also very
vigorous—the step we are about to take
is very important, because I will assume
all through in what I say to-night that
we are going to pass this Bill either in the
shape in which T have introduced it, or in
some other shape not materially different,
and that we are going to enter federation,

The new alluvial
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because I think there is o tendency of
feeling throughout the colony that we
should not be isolated—I do not mean
isolated Ly territory, but ieolated in senti-
ment—from the rest of Australia. This
is & very important matter, and one which
requires great cunsideration. Itis oneto
which people need to pay attention,
because no doubt not one man in a
hundred in this colony knows what
this federation is; and jt is not likely
men should know. Not everyone is a
student or a lawyer. Not everyone has
time to look into this question and dis-
cuss it and understand it. Tt would be
unreasonable to suppose that all have
been able to do so. Therefore, when we
have passed this Bill, and before we take
a referendum, it will be the duty of the
public men in this colony to place a plain
unvarnished tale before the people of
Western Australia, if the people will
listen to them. That is by telling them
what the Bill contains, pointing out
the good sides of it, and telling them
alzo the bad sides; because you may
depeud upon it the Bill is going to work
adversely in some ways, and what the
electors have to decide is whether the
preponderance is on the side of advantage
or otherwise. And we must not look
only to to-day, we must not have our
views circumscribed only by the present,
but must also think of to-morrow and
the future in dealing with this great
question ; because even if things will not
be so good at the beginning, and if we
believe they will be better as time goes
along, we shall not be acting wrongly in
saying we will undergo the ordeal and
take the plunge, falling into line with our
fellow col])onists in Australia, to try and
build up in this Southern Ocean another
nation under the Crown similar to the
old country. For a country to give up
its autonomy, its power of self-govern-
ment, its control of its own affairs, 18 just
about the same as a man giving up the
control of his business. I do not know
that it is exactly the same, but I think

the question will be brought home to all

of us by comparing the Government with
a thing which belongs to you absolutely,
but whiclh you propose to hand over to
some other people for them to join with
you in the management; entering into a
partnership, in fact.

A MewmsEr: Anindissoluble partnership.
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Tae PREMIER: Yes; there is this
about it, that you cannot get out when
once you have entered. Therefore, you
must be very careful before you put your
head into the noose. In this country,
thanks to a wise beneficent Imperial
Parlinment, we are at the present time a
sovereign State for all practical purposes.
We are loyal subjects of the Crown, and
some of our laws have to receive the royal
assent, but very few, and in fact, as I said
before, for all practical purposes Western
Australia is a sovereign State, able to
manage its own territory and it own
business, untrammelled, unrestricted, by
any power on earth. We can sell all our
lande as we like; we can give them
away; we can do anything we like with
the territory which that wise, beneficent
Imperial Parliament has entrusted to our
care for the good of the people of this
country for ever, We have the fee
gimple of a million square miles of
territory, a third of the Australian
eontinent, snd one would have thought
our position one of great responsibility
and quite enough to satisfy 175,000
people; but our ideas of nationality seem
to want more. We are not satisfied
with our present position, while we are
divided from the rest of Australia by a
thousand miles of practically unoccupied
conntry. You cannot get to the rest of
Australia, unless you go across the sea for
three days, except by a tedions land
journey of over a thousand miles; but
notwithstanding this fact, the people of
this country scem to desire and yearn for
a closer union with their fellow colonists
in the rest of Australia. They want to
build up to a grealer extent than they
think they are building up under existing
conditions, a commonwealth, a nation n
fact, subject to the Crown in England ; a
nation united for many federal purposes
as set forth in this Bill. The Common-
wealth is not only for to-day nor to-
meorrow, but for ever. It is indissoluble.
We are going to bind ourselves to join
and never separate again, unless of course
we are separated by an Act of the
Tmperial Parliament. That wonld be the
only thing. An Act of the Imperial
Parliament could sever us us it unites us,

Mer. Moran: That is not so certain.

Tae PREMIER : Oh, yes, itis certain:
I think that would be all right. The
power of the Imperial Parliament at any
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rate will remain. The chief reason why
we desire this change, the chief reason
operating no doubt in our minds, is one
that does us very great credit, because
I do not believe that anyone in this
colony, who has any knowledge of public
matters and takes the trouble to look
into them, thinks he is going to have any
great material benefit at the present time.
It is not likely that such benefit will
occur now. Of course I kmow in the
other colonies they do expect material
benefit. As I have told you before,
South Australia expects to have her corn
and wine admitted into all the Australian
colonies free, whilst Victoriu wants her
manufactures admitted free, and Tas-
manie her fruit frce. As to New South
Wales, I think she has not so much to
gain ; but Queensland wants sugar to be
sent in free all over Australia.

Mr. Moran: And cattle.

Tae PREMIER: (attle and sugar.
I think the sugar exported from Queens-
land last year was of the value of
something like a million and a half, the
value of her cattle being something simi-
lar. Queensland will have these things
admitted free, and there is no denying
the fact that she will benefit by federa-
tion. She has nothing to lose and every-
thing to gain. As far as I can see, South
Australia has a good deal to gain, and
not very much to lose. We know that
Victoria hopes to gain very much. Tas-
mania also hopes fo gain very much, but
whether she will or not, I am not so
certain.  New South Wales is in the
position of the mother of the family, and
T am of opinion she thinks that with her
vast resources and her large population,
with her coal and iron, and her position
generally as the wealthiest of all the
colonies, she will be able, at any rate, to
hold her own. In fact, Mr. Reid aptly
put it when he said that when you put
a terrier in with a lot of kittens, you
know which will get fattest first.

Mge. Georae: He does not know what
dogs eat.

Tee PREMIER: Western Anstraba
16 full of loyalty to the Crown, full of
patriotismo, and full of a desire to join
hands with the people in the Eastern
colonies. I think our desire to join
without a clear prospect of gain does us
great credit. We think our action will
strengthen the Empire, and that our
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political life will be widened and elevated.
We think, too, we will probably be able
to hold our own. I do. Notwithstanding
all our disadvantages, I believe we will be
able to hold our own, thanks to the
industry of our people and our great
resources. I do not care where I stand,
whether in this House or anywhere in
Western Anstralia, I shall try and put
this matter before the people of the colony,
and I will tell them that I will vote for
this Bill; but I am not goiny to tell them
either here or anywhere else that I can
see any great benefit to Western Australia
for some time to come. In fact, I think
there will be a great many difficulties for
us to overcome. I shall be charged, as I
was when I spoke last year, with making
an unfederal speech. I am not making
an unfederal speech. Iam a federalist. I
desire to federate, and I will vote for this
Bill and take the risk of it; but at the
same time I must not try to deceive the
people. 1 am trying to set the matter
before the people of the colony in a fair
way, and let them judge, and I hope that
when they have beard what T have to say
they will come to the conclusion at which
I have arrived—that the best thing we
can do is to throw in our lot with the rest
of Australia for good or for ill. As I
said before, cur pride in the future, and
it will be a very great pride too, will not
be so much that we are Westarn Aus-
tralians as that we are Australians. Our
pride will be in our country, the whole of
Anustralia, the same as is the case with the
Canadians and the Americans; and we
have this to guide us also, that in Canada
and in the United States—and this is a
good argument which may be used by any-
one—the people have not suffered through
federation.

Me. Moran: We do not know that.

Tag PREMIEK: We do. I have
travelled through Canada, and I have
used this argument before. You canmot
come across a Canadian, in fact T never
came across one, who says he does not
think federation was a good thing for
Canada.

M=. Moran: Under the terms they

ot..

B Tre PREMIER : They have forgotten
all about terms ; and so it will be with us.
In after years a new generation will rise
up io this country who will forget that
we were ever divided, and will only think
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of the nation as a federated Australia,
Australia as a whole. Tt seems to me
the only drawback to us, und one of which
we ought to get rid, is isolation. Weare

so cut off from the rest of Australia, that :

we shall have to get rid of the isolation;
and Fremantle will have to be made the
first port of call from Europe, and there
will have to be an overland railway to
Port Augusta. 'We have all been very
proud recently—I am sure I have been,
and no doubt hon. members and people
in the colony bave been proud—to feel
that we were able to render some little
assistance, though perhaps not required,
to the mother land in dealing with the
trouble in South Africa. This colony
will never again have an opportunity of
that kind, if we enter federation, because
we shall not have the power to raise
troops 1 this colony, and our glory and
pride will be in the troops that will go
trom Australia as a whole.

M=r. MoraN : That is exactly the case
now.

Tee PREMIER: In fact, there will
be no soldiers here, and no veolunteers,
because the control of military affairs in
Australia will be entirely under the
Federal Parliament. We will never be
able to raise money by customs duties after
we enter the federation; and perhaps
some persons will say, * Thank goodness
for that!” But if we cannot do it by
laws passed in this colony, the Federal
Parlinment will have the power to regu-
late customs duties, and it may he done
by those who will not be so mueh in
sympathy with people here as are the
Government under the present system.
You will not be able to cry out so easily
against the Government, when it is two
or three thousand miles away, as you do
now; and if you have a Town Hall
meeting, it will not have such effect on
the Federal Government, so far away, as
perhaps such a meeting would have on a
CGovernment in the colony. That perhaps
will be a good thing, for I think there is
much to be said in favour of the Govern-
ment not being too close, because the
effect is to induce a good deal of agitation
which does no good. Whatever may be
the benefits of the new system, we should
not forget that under the system of
government existing in this' colony, we
have been able to change the face of the
country by covering it with railways and
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telegraphs and public works of various
kinds. Yet, although we are well aware
that so much has been done in this way,
we also kmow that sorse people here are
not satisfied with what bas been done,
and they want something more or some-
thing different. They will tell you that
the 5{ovemment who have done all these
things have done only what these fault-
finders could have done if they had had
the money; - that they could have bor-
rowed money and spent it as well as the
Government here have done. They forgot
all the while that it is not the borrowing
of money, but it is the way the money is
expended, that is the real test of good
government; and. the fact remains that
throughout this country we have made
railways and roads and erected public
buildings, and extended telegraphs, and
supplied many conveniences; and, I say,
not a man can show that there has Leen
any expenditure of magnitude that has
been ill-spent. In entering the federa-
tion, we shall give up our right to legis-
late on many important questions, many
more than most persons in the colony
and even more than members here
are probably aware of; because in the
Commonwealth Bill, many subjects are
mentioned on which the Federal Parlia-
ment will have power to legislate, and
their legislation will over-ride any local
legislation in the several States. TLooking
at this list of subjects on which the
Federal Government can legislate, we
may be subject to constant annoyances
for a long time after entering federation
until we get used to the change, for we
shall have to give up legislation on many
subjects with which we have hitherto
dealt in this colony, and the legislation
of the Federal Parliament will supersede
any legislation by the local Parliament.
This transfer of power may cause & good
deal of friction, for though the Federal
Bill does not prevent us from legislating
in regard to varipus matters mentioned in
Clause 51, yet it gives to the Federal
Parlinment the right to legislate, and
our local legislation will be gver-ridden
wherever it comes in conflict with federal
legislation. There 15 no doubt, and I

- hope everybody will acknowledge ii, that

under federation there is going to be a
great change in this colony; that we are
going to be a subordinate State, as
compared with our present condition as a

s
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sovereign State; for we are a sovereign
State now, having complete control over
those matters which under the federal
system will be transferved to the control
of the Federal Parliament. We shall
still be able to make laws on various
subjects, and be able to raise revenue in
various ways; but all these will be subject
to the superior power of the Federal
Parlinment, the 3tate Parliament being
subordinate. There is something I would
like to mention to members to-mght, and
as all ought to know it there ia no reason
why I should not mention it, and that is
that this House will be subordinate in
dealing with those subjects in regard to
which power will remain to it to legislate ;
for the legislation passed in this colony,
a8 a subordinate State, will be subject to
the higher authority of the Fedaral
Parliament on the same matters; for
a8 soou as the Federal Government have
legislated on any subject which in any
way interferes with our local law, the
effect will be that our local law will
bave no force, and the law of the
Federal Parliament will supersede it.
“Tradeand commerce " is one thing which
will be governed by the Federal Parlia-
ment, and it will take all the lawyers in
the High Cowrts of Australia to define
the limits of the power of the Federal
Parliament on thiz wide subject. Then
there i “ taxation”: that s a good
big word, and the Federal Government
can tax everything in Awustralia except
the lands belonging to each State, I
remember the Mayor of Perth (Mr. A.
Forrest) saying once that the Municipal
Council would have the first show of
taxation in this city under federation;
but I told him he would come No. 3,
that when federation takes place, the
order of taxation will be first the Federal
Parlinment, secondly the Parliament of
the State, and thirdly the council of the
municipality. It may be that I am
looking too much on the dark side of
things, but I do not think so.
point out what will probably happen
under federation. You kmnow that the

people in Australia, as a whole, are

regarded as being very democratic; and

the mass of the people having the power

of the votes, the tendency always has

been, and will be under federation, to |

relieve the working people as much as
possible from the pressure of taxation.

-
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It is quite right too, becanse those whe
can afford to pay taxes are the bes
persons to tax, and not to tax those whe
are ill able to afford it. If you put :
small tax on an immense number of
people, the result is to bring in a
immense sum of money; whereas if you
put a higher tax on a few people whc
may be better able to bear taxatior
individually, if you tax the few who are
rich, your tax will bring in very little
because it will touch so few persons
That is one reason why the Salvatior
Army flourishes so much, for it assists
and works with the operative classes
who are so many that a small contributior
from a large number of people brings ir
a larger revenue than if the managers of
that, organisation were working only with
a, selected clags, a small nunber. If you
can only get the mass of the people
to contribute their mites towards tax-
ation, you will do far better for revenue
purposes than if you get the wealthy
classes to contribute larger amounts
individually. The tendency of the federal
system will be to have free-trade as fa
ag possible. That is the tendency of the
democratic politician.

M=r. Moran: No; it is the opposite.

Tae PREMIER: I do not think so.
The object of the democratic politician is
to try and tax land and property, so as to
avoid a high customs tariff.

Mr. Moran : No, no.

Tue PREMIER: In the first place,
you must have a certain revenue for
carrying on the work of government, and
vou may depend upon it that free-trade
New South Wales will not be willing tc
have a high federal tariff; that people
who have been accustomed to get goods
imported free will not be willing, under
federation, to have a high protective
tariff; and my opinion is that the
tendency of legislation—I do not say af
the beginning, for I have no doubt that
at the beginning the Federal Parliament
; will have a high customs tariff---the
+ tendency will be to reduce the customs
| tariff, and the result will be that property
will be taxed probably to a larger extent
{ than it is at present. Then there is the

question of *‘bounties,” which will be
i entirely under federal control. We have
not had much experience of bounties in
t this colony, but it has been the custom in
| other places to give bounties for encourag:-
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ing production. We in this colony will
have no power, under federation, to offer
any such encouragement to local produc-
tion, because that power will be exercised,
if at all, through the Federal Parliament.
Postal, telegraph, and telephone services:
the control of these will pass from us to
the Federal Parliament, and I may here
mention the action I took at the Federal
Convention in Melbourne, in endeavouring
to reserve the control of these services to
each State. One does not always get
credit for the good be attempts to do, but
is often blamed for what he has not done.
At the Melbourne Convention, I moved
that the control of the telegraph and
telephone services within the colonies
should beretained by each State, and that
only the postal service and the telegraph
service beyond Australia, dealing with
the outside world, should be under the
control of the Federal Parliament. In
thet endeavour I was defeated. I would
like to know how it is possible that the
Federal Government, with its executive
two or three thousand miles away, can be
expected to manage the postal service in
this State, together with the telegraph
and telephone services—I want to know
how this can be managed at so great a
distance from wus, and give so much
satisfaction as does the management by
a Government in this colony. The
thing cannot be dove. If a person wants
a telephone erected, or extended some
distance, he will have to see the local
postmaster, who will be under federal
direction, and that postmaster will have
the power to say, if he chooses, “ Y cannot
do it,” or he may say, * I will not do it.”
You may depend upon it that having the
power, these federal officers located here,
ag in each State, will use their power, for
we know that autocrats are built that
- way. If you put an official in a position
where the central authority cannot get
at him, that official will soon develop
into an autocrat, if he was nol, one before.
Take, for example, the telegraphs which
we bave built all over these goldfields:
will anyone tell me that these could have
been done as quickly or as well if the
work had been under the direction
of an Executive Federal Guvernment,
located far away from this colony. My
opinion is that we can manage our
own business, in regard especially to
telegraphs and telephones, far better
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through a Parliament sitting here than
will be the case if these services are

" under the control of the Federal Parlia.

ment. At the Melbourne Convention,
we were unable to carry my proposal, and
therefore the control of our telegraphs
and telephones, and of owr postal service,
will pass from us under federation, and
will be transferred to the Federal Gov-
ernment. Naval and military defence:
this must necessarily pass to the Federal
(overnment. We have not done much
in a military direction in this colony, but
if anything does become necessary 1t will
have to be done for us, and oot by us.
Tighthouses: we have built a few, and
we hope to get more, but the control of
these will also pass to the Federal Gov-
ernment, and whataver has to be done in
future must be done by them. Quaran.
tine: we have managed this, hitherto,
but under federation the management
will pass from us. Currency, coining,
legal tender, and banking: T think that
to transfer the control of these things
will be beneficial. Naturalisation, immi-
gration : these also will be controlled by
the Federal Government. We have bean
able to pass laws limiting the introduction

“of alien labour, but we will not be able

to deal with this subject, as the Federal
Government will have control. Inftux of
criminals: we can prevent this, at the
present time, but the Federal Government
will be able to legislate so as to take that
These are a few of the
items on which our power to legislate
will be over-ridden by, or be made sub-
servient to, the power of the Federal
Parliament. It may be said, and I have
no doubt some of my friends on this side
will say, that if all these things are to be
given up by our entering federation, why
should we consent to give up all these
powers and privileges which we have
hitherto exercised as a sovereign State ?
My answer is that the people seem to
wigh it. I Dbelieve the people of this
colonv wish to give up these privileges
I bhave referred to, and become part
and parcel of one Australian people,
to work out our own destiny as o nation.
The desire throughout, and I think it
deserves commendation, is that we shall
be stronger as & nation than we can be as
separate States. I cannot do better than
give the veason stated by the much-
despised Joint Select Committee, whose
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report, I think, was a very wise one, and
one that will stand the test of time,
and is certainly worth repeating. The
committee said:

They recognised that, under federation,
Australia will occupy a higher plane in the
world’s opinicn, and that it will tend towards

the consolidation of the Empire in this part
of the world.

These are counsiderations that should
weigh with all of us, that it will tend to
the consolidation of the Kmpire and make
it stronger. Besides all that, if we can
say, notwithstanding the disadvantages
which I have pointed out, that we would
be able at the same time to hold our own,
if not at the beginning, yet shortly after-
wards, then T think these consideyations
ghould have great weight with us. In
regard to this Bill, I should like to point
out that although I have referred to
federation and its disadvantages, and also
to its advantages, that question does not
really arise now. There is no great
necessity to deal with that question on
the present occasion, unless we come to
the conclusion that this Bill is so bad
that we feel justified in saying we will

not send so bad a Bill to the people of

this colony to have a voice in regard to
it. 1 said, when speaking here some
time ago, that in my opinion the Bill was
not of that character; that I thought it
was not such a Bill that T could say to
myself, It is so bad that I will not do
anything to let the people havea voice on
it.” I said at that time that it was a
Bill which was not liberal enough in
regard to this colony; that it was not u
Bill the people should decide to accept.
T also said we should refer the two Bills
(this Bill and the amended Bill) to the
people. T was sorry at the time that the
two Bills were not so referred; but I am
not sorry now, because I think the people
will bein a better position to judge on
the matter than they would have been at
that time. It will be for the people
themselves to say; and although we
represent the people in this House, it is
no uge our thinking we can carry on the
management of this country aguinst the
wishes of the electors. The wmajority
must rule in a democratic country; and
we always say, when we address public
meetings, vor populi is wvow dei, and
we believe the decision of the people
when expressed in a proper manner is
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not very far from the mark. 1 must

| say it was some disappointment to me

that the debate last evening on the
Address-in-reply was so short. I should
have liked to hewr more suid in
the debate, and I fully expected the
member for Albany (Mr. Leake) would
have addressed the House after the leader
of the Opposition (Mr. Illingworth) sat
down. 1 did not come prepared to make
a speech on that occasion, but I came
prepared to make a reply; and as there
was nothing to reply to, I had nothing
to say. I did not think it necessary to
make a speech, becanse I intended to
make one on the second reading; but I
regret there was not something more
said on that occasion. We could have
very well filled up yesterday evening with
some wise cbservations from gentlemen
on the Opposition benches. But although
that was a great disappointment to me, 1
cannot finish what T have to say to-night
without referring to the great pleasure
afforded me by the speech of the member
for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) on the
Address-in-reply. I think, whatever
opinion hon. members may have in regard
to the conclusions the hon. member
drew or the statements he mude, everyone
must have regarded that utterance as a
maunly and independent one ; and another
thing which pleased me very much was
that throughout his apeech his sentiments
seemed to me to be those of 2 man
anxious for the permanent welfare of his
adopted country, and there was no quali-
fication or reservation about it The
hon. member had not come here to mince
words. One could see that out of the
fulness of the heart the mouth spoke;
and I think I may say to the hon.
member, on behalf of every member on
this (Treasury) bench at any rate, that
his speech, whether we do or do not agree
with all of it, did the hon. member great
hionour, and ought to be a very valuable
contribution to the literature of this very
important subject.

M=z. Leake: It was anti-federal.

Tae PREMIER: I do not think so.
I think he set forth both sides of the
question, Some people will tell us this
House has no righé to deal with this
question except by referring it to the
electors. Although I intend, before I
git down, to ask hon. members to pass this
Bill and refer it to the electors, I am not
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*soing to tell them that they have parted—
because they have not parted—with any
of their constitutional powers. This
House has in no way parted with any
power it possessed as the representative
of the people of this colony ; and there-
fore we bhave a perfect right, and always
had a perfect right, to deal with this
question in the way we think best.
As to the referendum, we must not
forget that the referendum is now being
used in all the colonies of Australia for
the first time. Until recently, we knew
very little indeed about this referendum.
It 15 a foreign plant, of foreign growth,
which has recently Dbeen transplanted
into Australiau soil; and in regard to it
I can only say, if we want to maintain
the constitution of this country on the
basis of the constitution of the mother
country, we shall have to be very careful,
or else this referendum will sweep away
our constitution, which is moulded on the
constitution of Great Britain. We soon
-seem to get used to new things. Itfis
curious that, in the mother conntry,
this splendid plant has never been intro-
duced. There they have had great com-
motions, great political troubles; they
have had all those troubles in connection
with Hoine Rule, and many other agita-
tions; but we never even heard anyone
of any importance suggest that a referen-
dum should be taken; and, in fact, it is
unknown at the present time in the
mother country. But it bas been adopted
here, and it seems to have had a very
great growth.

Mg. VosrEr: It is used in Eng-
land for local government or mumicipal
purposes.

Tae PREMIER: Al I can say is, we
will have to be very careful as to our
constitution. We will have to make up
our minds very soon whether we are to be
governed by the referendum or by a
constitution based on the British Con-
stitution. This Coromonwealth Bill has
been adopted by all the other colonies—
by Victoria, South Australia, New South
Wales, Queensland, and Tasmania; and
as two-thirds, I suppose, of the people of
this colony, or somewhere about two-
thirds of the people at the present time,
hail from one or other of those colonies,
those people quite outnumber, I expeet,
the rest of their fellow colonists; and it
is not unreascmable that they, coming
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from the Eastern colomies, should be of
opinion that they should have the same
opportunity afforded them of voting upon
this Bill by a referendum, as has been
given to their kindred in the other
colonies. We may tell them they have
never had it before in the history of this
colony ; we may tell them that for 1,000
years and more no such thing has ever
taken place in any British country. They
will tell us it is their right, and that we
are taking away their right from them—
o right which neither they nor their
fathers, nor their fathers’ fathers ever
had ; but still they know their kindred in
the other colonies have had it, and they
say, * We want it too.” Well, I beligve
it would not be more difficult to keep
back the waves of the sea than to try to
malke the people of this colony believe
that they should not have a vote in this
referendum on the question of federation.

Me. InriveworTH: And at once.

Tee PREMIER: I say those are the
facts, whatever people may think about
them. Personally, T do not like the
referendum, and one of my reasons is that
I have never got used to it. I do not
know whither it will lead me; therefore T
am careful : I do not want to trust myself
to a ghip that may wreck me.

Mr. Moran: “Lead us ot
temptation.”

Tae PREMIER: And T do not like
it. But I am convinced the majority of
my fellow colonists here are determined
they will have it, and I am not going to
block the road; I am not going to stand
up and say to them “ You shall not have
it,” when I lmow they will have it. In
fact, I think they have a good deal of
reagon on their side, because they say:
“All the rest of Awstralia has had
it ; three millions of people in this eonti-
nent, the same people, of the same race,
having the same religion, the same cus-
toms and habits, and the same tradi-
tions as ourselves, have had it; and why
should not we be in the same position as
they 7" There i3 a good deal of reason
in that, and therefore I think, seeing that
over three millions have had the refer-
endum in the five different colonies of the
East, we ought not to say, “ Well, you
shall not have it.” My opinion 1s, the
people should have it, and that is the
reagon why I shall agk hon. members to
support this referendum to the people.

into
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Of course, men are actuated by all sorts | all seasons.
I suppose everyone believes, ‘I of those.

of motives.
or at all events hopes, that this change
will be for the better. Mind you,
we like change, especially if we are
not “flush” of money. Then we think
u change will not do us any bharm,
and it may do some good. A man with
a good estate and living comfortably
does not want change ; but the man who
is working for his daily bread and at the
end of the week has nothing, says to
himsgelf, “I am getting only enough to
live on ; this change will do me no harm,
and I think it will do me some good ; let
me try it.”” There is no doubt most of
us like change. Some people even desire
a change of (Gfovernment. Although this
Government, is 86 beneficent, still some
people seem to think they could do better
with a new one, though I believe they
altogether forget what Shakespeare makes
one of his chwracters say:

rather bear thoss ills wa have
Than fly to others that we know not of.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH: You admit they

are illa?

Tee PREMIER : I believe there are
ills everywhere, every day: I feel them
myself. TUnless you think the millenivm
haa arrived, I am sure you must admit
everything is not plain sailing, whether
with (Gfovernments or with private indi-
viduals. However, these people bLelieve
federation will do them some good, and
that is why they want it ; and they do not
think it will do them any harm, or they
think, if it does someone else harm, it

will not do them any harm; and they

believe high wages, cheap food, and good
times will ull follow the federation. I
hope they may. For my own part, I do
not, think there will be very great changes
in those respects. I do not think wages
will be higher, or food very much
cheaper; but at any rate, I hope the
times will be good. I speak for myself
as well as for other hon. members,
and I say: if anyome in this House
looks into this matter—and I have no
doubt all we responsible people have
looked into it, and it requires looking
into, too—if such 2 one thinks permanent
disagter is coming upen this colony by
our giving over the management of our
affairs, to some extent, to other people, his
duty is, no doubt, to oppose federation
always, everywhere, at all times, and at

[ASSEMBLY. ]

Second reading.

But I may say I am not one
I think this Bill is not so bad
that I should oppose it. I think it ought
te be better, but I think it very probable
that we shall get on all right. T think it
will not be so bad as some picture, or as
good as others picture. I think between
the two is about where we shall be, the
vid media will be about right, and our
position will neither be very much better
nor very much worse; because I believe
in the genius of the people; we shall be
able to work out our own destiny in this
country just as well as we did before; we
shall be able to hold our own, consider-
ing the great resources of the country;
and I can only say, if times be bad for us
under federation, there certainly will not
be good times for all the rest of the
pecple of Australia. Feelng thus, and
feeling that we have only 174,000 people,
while there are over 8,000,000 on the
other side of Australia; feeling as I do—
I feel it and believe it, too—that the
public opinion and sentiment of this
country is certainly in favour of this Bill
being referred to the people; feeling too,
as I do, that all endeavours on my part
to get the amendments required by the
Joint Select Committee have been unsuc-
cessful, and that they cannot now be
obtained: I think the only course I, as
a loyal West Australian, as one who
desires to do his best to bind together the
varions parts of Australia, and to unite
as far as possible the people living in the
various colonies can take iz to give the
people of this colony an opportunity
of saying whether they will have federa-
tion or whether they will not.  Of course
it has been said that I did not do my best
to get the amendments, and that if I had
stuck out a little longer I might have got
them ; but I do not think that is so. Let
hon. members read the correspondence
that is tabled ; and that is not half the
correspondence which took place, because
nearly all of it i8 confidential, and there
wasg great difficulty in getting the neces-
sary consent to publish what has been
published. T think anyone, after reading
that correspondence, must admit that
every effort which could possibly be made
was made; and T must say, too, that I
wag nuder a great disadvantage in dealing
with the Premiers of the other colonies,
inasmuch as I had no mandate from the
Parliament of this country to deal with
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this question. If T had had such a man-

date from this Parliament, I should have i

been in a far stronger position ; but I was
subjected to the taunt--and it was made
unsparingly—that I had no authority
whatever either from people or Parlia-
ment, and therefore they were only
personal requests of mine.

Mz. Georee: You never asked Parlia-
ment for authority.

Tas PREMIER: Oh yes; we did ask
for it. The Joint Select Committee’s
report carried our proposals through this
House, but the Upper House threw them
out. *+ If we had had the authority of
both Houses to communicate with the
other colonies, anyone can see that my
position would have been very much
stropger. But I wigh to say that no
harm, but good, has resulted from the
delay. People have talked and thought
about this matter to an extent they never
would have if we had sent the Bill
straight away to a referendum; and the
advantage thus gained is that, what-
cver happens in the future, if we enter
federation, and it is not as good as we
anticipated, it can never be said that the
people of this colony did not know what
they were voting about. If they dv not
know now what thev are going to vote
about, it is their own faunlt. They have
had the subject before them for twelve
months ; the Bill bas been distributed
throughout the length and breadth of
the country; the newspapers have heen
raving about it; and therefore I trust
those who vote upon the measure will
bave sufficient lmowledge of the subject
to vote as thev desire. The Joint Select
Committee were abused a good deal, were
told they were of no use, and that they
were wasting time; buf I think their
labours were productive of great good.
I think they did a great amount of good
by publishing the evidence of persons who
were against federation, anyway ; and, if
federation comes abouf, people will not be
able to say they did not have the other

gide of it placed before them, because.

nearly all the witnesses examined by the
Joint Committee were opposed to federa-
tion, and people bad the opportunity of
reading what those witnesses said; and
if people had not a like opportunity of
reading the evidence of witnesses in
favour of federation, that was because
we could not get such witnesses to come

{23 Mav, 1900.]
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forward. There seemed to be a dead set
mwade against thie committee. It seemed
to be thought altogether unnecessary,
that it would do no good, that it was a
waste of time, and all sorts of other hard
things were said of it; but I feel quite
sure that as time goes on, this report of
the Joint Select Committee will not be
thought so badly of in the future as some
people seem to think of it to-day. Then
we had the discuesions in both Houses :
they perhaps did some good. Then also
we had the unfortunate fact that the
Upper House did not pass either of
the two Bills or anything else: they
voted against everything. Sometimes
the debate seemed to be a triangu-
lar duel, some members voting one way
once, and another way at other times;
and those who were wost in favour
of federation, as I said before, entered
into a conspiracy—I will not use that
word, but I will say an arrangement
was entered info between the member
for Albany (Mr. Leake) and two of
his friends in the Upper House, by
which they shut the door upon any
negotiations whatever with the Govern-
ments of the other colonies. They were
to blame for that, at any rate. T think
they will acknowledge they were to
blame for shutting the door. I have
always designated them as federalists-at-
any-price. They would take federation
on trust; whereas I thought it best to
look into ‘the matter, and that we should
judge for ourselves as well as we could.
We cannot all be experts, but I thought
we had better look into the problem, and
not take it on trust as hon. members
opposite have taken it; because I do not
for a moment think many wmembers of
this House—there ave very few excep-
tions—really know fhe Commonwealth
Bill theroughly, even at the present time;
and if that be the case, they certainly
did not know it several months ago. I
should except, perhaps, the member
for Albany (Mr. Leake), with hig Jong
legal experience and training; but I
very much question whether any other
member has given the Bill as much
consifleration as he. However, that is
a matter of opinion. My point is that ali
these discussions, and all these difficulties
that have been raised, have contributed
to educate the public mind; and we
must remember that the requests made
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by the Joint Select Committee were
not so unreasonable as was thought.
Those requests received a great deal
of support from the Eastern colonies.
Beveral of the Premiers were personally
in favour of them. We know that Mr.
Reid, the ex-Premier of New South
Wales, was recently in favour of giving
uy this tariff concession; we all know
that the great Argus newspaper of
Melbourne was in favour of our having
it, that the Daily Telegraph of Sydney
and the Government of Queenslind were
unanimously in favour of it, and that
Tasmania too was in favour of it; so,
if it bad not been that the Governments
of the colonies were afraid to alter the
Bill, becanse they knew, or feared,
that other alterations would then be
requited in other places, there is not
the slightest doubt there was a con-
census of opinion throughout Australia
that our requests were reasonable. The
only pity is that we did not know as
much when we left the Convention as we
do now, because if we had been as wide
awake and had possessed information
such as we now have, we should have
obtained from the Federal Convention
itself all that we were fighting for. Thea
there iz another reason why we did not
succeed, and this is one which I suppose
every one will admit. The colony was
not united.

Me. Morav: That was the principal
Teason.

Tee PREMIER: There was another
reason, this being that the Premiers
found a difficulty, because they feared
other alterations; and the changes that
we made were not granted. We were
subject to the remark and the taunt that
nine-tenths of the people of Western
Australia wanted the Bill as it was, and
did not desire any alterations. We were
told by the Federal League, or sowething,
that Western Australiu did not want the
alterations, and in fact would not have
them. No one wishes to give concessions
if be can avoid it. Tt was thought, Why
try to weet the views of the Premier of
‘Western Australin, when his own people
do not want the alterations? With all
these circumstances against us, and with
the fact that I had no mandate from
Parliament to ask for anything, and there
wag no guarantee that I could do any-
thing, I do not think it is wonderful
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that we were not able to succeed. But
we very nearly succeeded; very nearly
indeed. We bad even the Secretary of
State on our side, who, in so many words,
told the people of the Hastern colonies,
in a telegram published here, that our
requests were reasonable and ought to
be conceded. Mr. Chamberlain, as we
Imow, is a man accustomed to finance,
and only the other day he told us, in
the speech in which he introduced the
measure, that he would not envy the
Chancellor of the Exchequer in Western
Australia under the Federation Bill
You can take that for what it is worth.
Do not attach too much importance to it
or too little; but it shows you that we
have not been asking for things that are
unreasonable, and that we were trying to
do our best for Western Australia. No
one can sy anything against that, any
way. Considering the small difference
the granting of our desire would have
made to anyone out of this colony, and
the advantage to us of complete fiscal
freedom for five years, I think we ought

' to have had the support of everyone

throughout the length and breadth of this
colony. What did that desire amount
to? It only meant that the Parlinment
of this country which will be elected in &
few months under the extended franchise
ghould have the power of passing their
own tariff for five years; and, would you
believe it, there are people in this country,
amongst them being the member for
Albany, who will not trust their own
fellow colonists to make a tariff for them-

- selves for five years, but think the people

of Eastern Australin are more able to
pass a tariff for the people of Western
Australia for that period, and that they
would look after our interests 1o a greater
extent than we ourselves are able to do.
‘Was there ever a case in the world where
people were ready to throw away their
imdependence and to make such an admis-
sion as this: We will not trust the
men and women of Western Australia to
make a tariff for five years, but we will
rather trust the people of Eastern Aus-
tralia, to make a tariff for us! Good-
ness gracious! One cannot understand it;
and that is what the Federal League of
Western Australia, as they call themselves,
have been doing. They bave been saying
to the people of this colony—~T will
reiterate it—that it is far better for us
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not to have an amendment of our tariff
for five years than to have it. If that is
common senge, if that is patriotism, if
that is self-reliance, then I say I differ
from the hon. member for Albany and
his Federal League.

Mr. LeEake: Where are you quoting
from ?

Tre PREMIER: I am telling the
truth.

Mz. Leage: I thought so.

[23 May, 1900.]

Tur PREMIER: You do not deny it,

do you?
Mz. Leage: Yes.

Teg PREMIER: You opposed by .

every means in your power the concession
I asked for, until the Jast minute. You
have said over and over, and over again,
that you did not want it. There is only
one good, one patriotic thing you have
done in this matter, and that is the
sending of a telegram advising that my
wishes should e complied with. For
that telegram I give you credit, and I
thank you for it. T repeat that is the
one good patriotic thing you have done
in this matter, becavse hitherto throngh-
out the whole campaign you have been
unwilling to trust your own countrymen,
your own friends, the people you have
lived with all your life, the people you
meet daily. Yon were afraid to trust
them, and thought all the wisdom and
good sense was centred in people you
never met and with whom you have
nothing in common, and of whom you
kmow as much as they kuow of you. The
hon. member has forgotten the friends of
his youth, and thrown himself body and
soul into the hands of people who care
nothing for him and know nothing about
him.

Mgz. Leage: And won in the long
ran.

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member
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cry, but one of the parrots is away this
session—"“The Bill to the people: the
Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing but the
Bill” Avre they getting it now? Have
they the Bill, and nothing but the Bill ?
I say they have not, and I am very glad
of it. I only wigh the Bill were more in
accord with my wishes than it will be when
it leaves the Imperial Parliament. The
Imperial Parliament are not going to cut
Australia adrift and let her go her own
way altogether. We are going to be part
of the British Empire still, T am very
glad to know, and we are going to have
a better tribunal for the whole of the
British Empire, which is one of the
things those politicians, lawyer politicians
who framed the Bill, desired we should
not have. T am glad to know those
politicians are not to have their way, and
that the hon. member will not have
‘“the Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing
but the Bill,” to send to the people. The
Bill is amended. After saying they would

" have “the Bill, the whole Bill, and

" eould the

can have that, if he likes, but I do not

think it is much to boast about. If he
has won by throwing over everyone he
has known and honoured, too, in this
colony, xnd has thrown himself body and
soul into the hands of people who do not
know this country and have no real
interest in or love for it, I think he can
have his reward.

Mr. Leaxe: Oh! Go on and expluin
the Bill.

Tue PREMIER: We heard the cry
last year—I was going to say the parrot

nothing but the Bill,” without any amend-
ments, these politicians now accept the
alterations which the Imperial Govern-
ment insist on ; but they would not accept
alterations to meet the just requirements
of Western Australia. Those require-
ments were just, and were put forward
with only one reason and one object, that
being to try and safeguard as far as we
financial interests of this
country.

Mr. Vosper: What Bill or part of the
Bill does this measure deal with ?

TeeE PREMIER: The Billas amended.

Mz. Vosper: The amendments are
not there.

Tae PREMIER: If you lock you will
see that they are referred to. I would
like to say again this is no party question
with me. I am glad, however, to say my
colleagues who sit on this (the Treasury)
bench are going to vote with me to refer
the Bill to the people. It is not because
they are colleagues of mine, but because
they agree that the time has now arrived
when the Bill should be so referred. I
ghould be sorry indeed, as I said all
along, for Australian federation to come
about and for us on this side not to be
able to take part in the early struggles to
complete the work which is now only
beginning ; still T think that the words of
the Joint Select Committee are as true
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to-day as they were when they were
adopted. They were these:—

Thare is little doubt in the minds of your
Committee that, taking into consideration the
present flourishing condition of Western Aus-
tralia, its wineral wealth, its infant industries,
its large revenue, and its splendid prospects, it
would have been better if federation had come
at a time when the colony could have entered
the Commonwealth on more equal terms ; and if
your Committee had been solely guided by the
evidence of the witnesses examined, they
would have been obliged to report that
federation was undesirable for this colony at
the present time.

The report went on to say that the Com-
mittee approached the subjeet with a
desire to report as favourably as possible
on the Bill referred to their consideration.
That is the feeling which I have in my
mind this evening. As I said before, the
wain (uestion we have to decide now is
not whether we shall have federation or
nol, but whether we shall give the
electors of this colony an opportunity of
voting on this Bill, and saying whether
they will have federation or not. We
would be acting wisely, and I think in
the interests of Australia, in the interests
of the British Empire, and, taking it for
all in adl, in the interests of Western Aus-
tralia, by leaving to the people themselves
the decision as to whether they shall
enter into federation or not at the present
time. As I have already told you, no
doubt we ought to have had better terms.
There is not the slightest doubt that if
we could only have the matter over again,
if we had another Convention, and if we
lmew as much about it as we do now,
Eastern Australia would be willing to
meet our wishes to a larger extent
than she has done. We ought to bave
had fiseal freedom for ten years, as
they had in British Columbia, and we
certainly ought to have had a transcon-
tinental railway. We have to choose

[ASSEMBLY.]

. and

now upon either entering federation or .

standing out, and I will tell you one
of the reagons that actuated me in the
decision I have arrived at. Even if we
were able to defeat federation at the
present time, does any one suppose we
will be ultimately able to keep it off, when
we remember that there are more than
three millions of people living on the
Eastern side of Australia with their
sentiments represented here; and when
we also remember the great combination
of Great Britain, whose sentiments are in

Second reading.

favour of federation. With those twe
preat communities, one consisting of 3(
or 40 millions of people in Great Britain
and the other three to four millions of
people in the Eastern colonies of Aus.
tralia, 18 it likely a small number of
people, most of them coming from the
Eastern colonies, will be able to keep back
federation for any length of time ?

Me. Morax : That was exactly the case
of British Columbia. But they got thei
concessions.

Tag PREMIER: The people there
were unanimous, as you told us the othes
day, but the people here were nof
unanimous. And, after all, looking ad
the subject from a farmer’s point of view
I wish to say it would be very difficult tc
retain the duties on food, even if we had
no federation, the desire here being i
have free-trade in regard to all matters
of produce grown in the colony. Wemay
keep up the duties for a little while, bu
we know very well that if the presen
Government went out to-morrow, the firs
thing this House would do would be
remove those duties.

Mz, Moran: There is another House

Tue PREMIER: We have had expe
rience of them. After all, the prices here
are pgoverned by the prices in London
whether there are duties or not. We
have duties on flour, but we do nof
get a benefitin regard to price to the exten
of the duty. In fact the priceis unaffectec
by the duty altogether. I think we ghal
have to make the best use we can
of the sliding scale. I have often said
it is very inconvenient and cumbrous
not workable, but at the same
time we must make the best use of if
we can. I hope we shall be able to de
something to assist the agriculturists ir
that direction, so0 as to promote the
settlement of the soil. In regard to the
Bill itself 1 should like to say a few
words. It is practically the Bill which
was voted wpon and approved by the

. electors of the Eastern colonies ; the only

difference being that the amendments
if any, made by the Imperial Parlia-
ment will be submitted here.  There
might bave been some exception to these
words if we had not known what the
Imperial Parliament were ygolng to do
but we know that the only amendments
made by the Imperial Parliament will
be those connected with the right of
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appeal to the Privy Council and the
royal prerogative. Those amendments
are very few indeed,
need not give us much concern, because
they have been consented to by all the
other colopies: they will be embodied in
the Bill, and will be available for us
before the referendum itself is taken.
We propose to take the referendum on a
date to be fixed by the Government. Of
course, I do not wish to have the fixing
of that date. I shall be very glad if hon.
members will think the matter over and

and therefore”

(23 May, 1900.]

1

fix a date in this House; but I have .

inserted the provision generally that the
referendum is to be taken on a date to be

rescribed by proclamation. I have no
gesi.re to have the matter left in the
hands of the Government, if hon.
members can suggest a date. The
question arises as to what rolls shall be
used for this election, and who ave to
vote. If we are to have this referendum
on parlismentary roll, it will be impos-
sible for any additional persons to get on
the roll under the new Constitution Act
and the new Electoral Act within six
months from the present time; and I
expect the referendum will have to be
taken very wuch sooner than that,
becauge it will have to be prior to the
proclamation of the Ceonstitution in
Australia. I should say the referendum
ought fo be taken within two or three
months from the present time. If that
be the case, of course, the only parliamen-
tary rolls available will be those in force
at the present time, which are made up to
the 15th May, I think.

Mz. GeoraE: There are more people
than those whose names appear on the
rolls. If the Bill is to go to the people,
let the people vote.

Tae PREMIER: If you were to have
the new Parlianentary register, it would
be imnpossible to have any referendum for
at least eight months, and I think that is
too long. It is provided that every
elector shall vote for the Bill once; that
the whole of the colony shall be one
electorate ; that the poll is to be taken on
the same duy; and that every elector on
the roll, wherever he may be, whether he
be absent from the district for which he
s on the roll or not, can vote. An
elector absent from the district for which
he is on the roll can send his vote to the
assistant returning officer of the district;

|
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and, in fact, the same privilege will be
granted to him as is already granted toa
voter not living in the district but
qualified to vote by proxy. Itis proposed
in the Bill that the electoral rolls shall be
those in force on the 23rd May. The
question arises, as suggested by my
friend the member for the Murray (Mr.
George), as to who are to be the electors
in the referendum. That is a matter we
can discuss in a friendly manner in
Committee, for I do not suppose anyone
here has any feeling about it. I bave
not the slightest feeling ubout it. The
word “ electors,” as used in our Federation
Enabling Act of 1896, means “electors
for the Legislative Assembly.” These
were the electors who were appointed ag
the people to whom the Federation Bill
was to be referred, and this was provided
by the Enabling Act under which dele-
gates were to be appointed for attending
the Federal Convention; and when a
Federation Bill came back from that
Convention, it was to be referred to the
electors of the Legislative Assembly. In
all the colonies the term “ elector” means
the same, pamely the electors of the
more numerous House of the Parliament;
and in the Premiers’ Conference in Mel-
bourne, which has been made so much of
by my friends opposite, and in regard to
which I am supposed to have broken
faith, the word “electors” is used aguin.
This paragraph, which I have so often had
thrown in my fuce, suys:—

The Premiers of the other colonies are of
opinion that after the poople of New South
Wales have accepted the Bill as altered, it
should be snbmitted to the Parlinments of

their respective colonies for referepce to the
electora,

The Premiers are also of opinion that it is
desirable that the decision of a majority of the
electors voling in each colony should be sulfi-
ﬁ?ﬁt for the acceptance or rejection of the
It is guite clear what was meant by the
people in the other colonies; it is quite
clear they acted in that way; and the
Bill was referred to the electors of the
Legislutive Assembly in each State. In
some colonies they made provision for
bringing the electoral rolls up to date,
for the purpose of the referendum ; but
in none of the colonies did they de-
part from the Parliamentary roll; and
In South Australia no provision was
made.
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Mr. InrmweworrH: They did in Vie-
,toria.

Tae PREMIER : In Victoria all they
did was to appoint a special registration
court, to sit up to a cerfain date preceding
the referendum, and this court was to
grant electors’ rights when applied for;
but those receiving electors’ rights had to
be qualified under the electoral law. In
Victoria a person cannot get on the roll
in a moment. He haa to be 8¢ long in a
district before he becomes entitled to
registration.

M=. VosPer : You may be registered
there up to three days of the poll.

Tre PREMIER: But the electors
must have been resident a certain time.
The question we have to consider is
this: Are we to have this referendum
under the Parliamentary roll or under a
special roll? If under a special roll,
there is no reason why we should not
legislate in that direction; bhut the
referendum cannot be held under a new
Parliamentary roll, because we have not
power to legislate without the royal
agsent for extending the Electoral Act.
If it be desired by some people that a
roll should be made up specially for the
referendum, then the roll so made would
have to be thrown into the waste paper
basket after the referendwm, hecause such
roll would not comply with the Electoral
Act, which says that no man who has not
been twelve months in the colony, and
six months in an electoral district, can be
put on the electoral roll.

Me. Vosrer: You promised that it
should be so, last session.

Tre PREMIER : I do not think so,
Lut if I did, we may throw it over now,
because we weve talking long before the
avent occurred. I am not mmch wedded
to this provision in the Bill. I cannot
understand why there is 50 much objec-
tion to using the existing Parlinmentary
roll, for we are told that nipe-tenths of
the people of this colony are in favour of
federation, and if, as is said, there is a
block vote on the goldfields in favour of
federation, if there are 15,000 people or
more on the goldfields in favour of the
Bil}, and.T do not suppose that out of the
40,000 or 45,000 people there are more
than 20,000 on the roll, then why should
not the existing Parlivmentary roll be
used for the veferendum? If I were
arguing against the carrying of federation,
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I should say the more names on the rol
the better for a. referendum; but havin

[ regard to the spirit of the coustitutiol

we have been acting under all along, tha
is sinee the Enabling Act of 1896, I d.
not think it was intended that any but th
Parliamentary roll should be used fo
taking a. popular vote on the federatior
question.

Mr. George: Why should 40,00
people on the roll vote for 175,00
people in the colony ?

Me. HarL: There are in Perth a larg
nuﬁnber of qualified electors not on the
roll.
Tre PREMIER: Then why do the;
not get there ?  We have heard that er
all along. I say these people do not tr;
to get on the roll. Al I wish to say now
is that no colony in Australia has
departed from the electoral roll of the
Legislative Assembly, for taking the
referendum on the federation question.

Mg. ILLiNawortH : Plus special elec.
toral rights. ’

Tre PREMIER: We bave no specia
clectoral rights here. In Victoria therd
are the ratepayers, and they are th
people who haye the electoral rights. T
was arranged there that up to a certair
time the ratepayers should see that thei
names were on the voll, and that up to o
certuin date there should be electora.
rights issued to those ratepayers whe
were qualified but were not on the roll
I should say, myself, that if we had s
referendum here on the roll as it i
ngw, it would be a qyuite sufficien
expression of opinion on the question as
to whether we should go into federatiox
or not. T do not think we should try tc
sweep up votes all over the place. 'The
pecple now on the roll are those whe
sent us to Parliament as representatives,
and surely they are the people who ought
to decide this question of federation. Of
course, if we could wait six months before
taking the referendum, we could get the
women also on the roll under the new
Electoral Act. Those persons who are
not satisfied with the plan that is i
force want some new plan, but if so
it will have to be a referendum roll,
and it will have nothing to do with the
Legislative Assembly, and therefore we
will have to embark on another career
altogether. I bave said all T desire tc
say on this occasion. I advise my friends
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in the words of Mr. Chamberlain in his
telegram to the Glovernment here: “ We
have had a good fight, and have done
our best to protect the colony.” Believing
as I do that we will be able to hold cur
own under federation, notwithstanding
‘ the adverse conditions, and believing as [
do that we ought to have had better terms
for this colony, and that we would have
got better terms if the people here had
desired it—Dbut what could we do when
some members here were voting against
it, who forgot they were West Austra-
lans, und showed that their sympathies
were with people elsewhere who have
never dome anything for us—in these
circumstances what could we do ?  If we
had said *“no,” we would have got what
we wanted ; but we did not get it; and
now what is the best thing to do? Even
if we are inclined, we cannot prevent this
referendum, and in fact I do not desire
to prevent it. In my opinion the best
course to adopt now is that, having had
4 good fight and having doue our best,
we have only one more thing to do: we
have to refer this Bill to the people, and
do our duty in explaining its provisions
to them. That I am prepared to do. I
am certainly not gowg to take the
responsibility of telling the people that T
think this Bill is so bad that they ought
not to adopt it, or that I feel they are so
incompetent that they cannot deal with
it. I believe that in the mass of the
people there is wisdom, and niy duty will
be to explain the provisions of the Bill to
the people, and their duty will be to
decide whether it is acceptable to Wes.
tern Australia or not.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany): It is my
intention to support the second reading
of this Bil), because I find that I am

- in favour entirely of the principles which
the meagure enunciates. The first prin-
ciple of the Bill is that the draft of the
Commonwenlth Bill which has been
accepted by the vest of Australia shall be
referred to the vote of the electors in this
colony. The interpretation I put on the
word * electors” is * the people ”; and
perhaps it will be necessary for me to
make a few observations on that expres-

[28 May, 1900.]

sion, later on. It is with peculiar grati-
fication that I rend this Bill and the !
accompanying correspondence, because T

find that the views that I have personally '
advocated in this House and in my |
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capacity as president of the Federal
League, with the support of the Federal
League, are embodied in the measure
The Bill also provides that the deter-
nrination of the country shall be gathered
from a majority vote. There is no
attempt, I am glad to see, to fix any
statutory wminority; but, true to prin-
ciples which have been laid downm by the
neighbouring colonies, we find a bare
majority vote is to prevail with regard
to the acceptunce or rejection of the
measure. Of course T am aware that
this is in consonance with the agreement
come to at the Premiers’ Conference in
February of last year. I was for a
moment puzzled, in hearing the right
hon. gentleman move the second reading
of the Bill, as to whether this was May
of 1900 or May of 1898;. but, however,
I am pleased to think that the sentiments
which he has this evening expressed, in
May of 1900, are more in keeping with
those of May 1898 than with those of
the intermediate period, when we found-
that the right hon. gentleman had, for
various reasons unknown to the general
public, changed his views on this impor-
tant question several times. There is no
need to trace the history of the federal
movement; and although we only now
have proposed to us what should have
been proposed last session, we wust
accept what we have with a good
grace; and T hope, by our united
efforts, we shall accomplish the end
we all have in view, that is to bring
about » federntion which will include
the colony of Western Australia as
well as the other colonies of the group.
The only regret, perhaps, which may be
properly expressed is that we may now
have to do in a burry that which ought
to have been done with greater delibera.
tion. Had this measure, the principles
of which were supported by myself and
meinbers on this side of the House, been
intreduced last session, we should have
been saved a great deal of anxiety and
perhaps a considerable amount of risk.
I was pleased to heur the right hon.
gentleman aver that it was his intention
to vote for the acceptance of the Com-
monwealth Bill, when the referendum is
taken ; bui I remark that there was an
absence of any pledge on his part Lo Lind
hig colleagues in the same direction. It
would be far more gratifying, and there
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would be greater assurance of suceess,
if not only the right hon. gentleman’s
personal efforts were to be thrown into
the scale, but also that he could command
the support of his colleagues. Perhaps
I am anticipating what those hon. gentle-
men will say; but I do hope, and this we
are entitled to expeet as an assurance of
good faith from the Ministerial side, that
the whole weight of the Ministry as a
body will be thrown into the federal
scale, not only during the debate in this
House, but also when the matter goes
before the people.

Tue Premier: I promised that, if we
got the terms; but 1 did not promise it
otherwise.

Me. LEAKE: That justifies me in
giving utterance to the suspicion which
was in my mind. and I fear, therefore,
that the right hon. pentleman speaks
only for himself as an individual, and
not for the Ministry as a body.

Tar PreEmigr: It is not a party
question.

Mr. LEAKE: When & Bill Iike this
is brought into Parliament, dealing with
a matter which has agitated the public
mind for months, perbaps for years, we
expect that as the Dlinisterial stamp is
on this
terial support outside; that Ministerial
exertions shall be used to give effect to
the object of this Bill which is brought
in by Ministers. It is true, as was
interjected, that the right hon. gentle-
wan’s colleagues would have supported
the Bill if he could have secured certain
amendments. Those amendments have
not been oblained, it is true. Those
amendments were declared by most of
his colleagues to have been essential, last
gession. Why are they not essential
to-day ? They are abandoned, and I
think for a good reason, because some of
them did not pass Parliament. In fact
Parliament, as a body, did not approve
of any of those amendments.

Tug PremMier: This House did.

Mr. LEAKE: Yes: but when the
Parlinnent, as constituted, did not pass
the amendments which were proposed,
some greater effort than has heen made
should have heen made to secure a
definite and decided opinion npon the
eficacy or otherwise of those amend-
ments. They were proposed, it is true,
in a complicated form last session; but
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in 1897, when the draft Bill which ha
been passed by the Adelaide Conventic
was before this House, curiously enoug
neither any of those so-called essenti:
amendments nor any other really impor
ant amendments were proposed to th

. Chamber, either Ly the Ministry or X

Bill it shall have the Minis- °

any other member in the House.

Tae PremiEr: There was then onl
about one day's time to look throug
that.

Mg. LEAKE: OL, more than that,
think. I was reading up the matte
to-day, and if I remember rightly
took three or four days to decide th
question.

Tre PrEMIER: We did not know of
then.

Mr. LEAKE: At any rate, tho
so-called essential amendments of the ln:
gession were not thought of in 1897, n
were they thought of at any momer
duaring the sitting of the Convention, uu
they do not appear to have been thougl
of at the Premiers’ Conference.

Mr. Moran: The Bill was not the
the same.

- Tne PreEmiEr: They were thought «
in Melbourne, surely,

Me. LEAKE : They do not appear |
have been considered at the Premier
Conference.

Tue PrEmMier: Oh, yes. You do n
kuow of that. I do. I byought the
up there, but T could not get the
conceded,

Mg. LEAXE: Then it is a very funr
thing we did not hear more about them

Tue Premier: There was no report
the Conference.

Mz. LEAKE: Was
brought up ¥

Tur PrEmier: Yes.

Mr. Vosper: To which Premier
Conference are you referring ¥

Mr. LEAKE: Te that held in Fe
ruary of last year.

Teae Previer: The fact that tl
amendments were brought up has be
acknowledged Ly the other Premiers.

Mr. LEAKE: If T may form :
opinion from the public utterances of t
other Premiers, I will venture to dou
whether these matters were thorough
discussed, or at any rate discussed in
sincerity, at that conference. At
events, we heard nothing about them t
last year, when they were brought up

the railws
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o somewhat late hour before the Parlia-
mentary Joint Committee; and it will be
interesting to note how often so much !

respect will be paid to the opinions of a -

select commitiee as appears to have been
paid by the Ministry to the opinions of
the committee that sat last year. We
have had this select committee hurled at
us from every possible direction. It is
never the opinion of Parliament, it is not
the opinion of the Ministry, but it is
always the opinion of the select com-
mittee.

Tae PremiEr: We had nothing else
to go on.

Me. LEAKE: Even in the words of
the Speech, we read: “ It has not been
found possible to obtain the amendments
suggested by the Joint Parliamentary
Committee”; and the Joint Parliamen-
fary Committee seems in this particular
instance to have assumed an importance
which has never been accorded to any
other joint select committee,

Mgr. Moran: Donot forget this House
approved the committee’s report.

Mr. LEAKE: And after all, as far as .

this Assembly is concerned, there were
-only five—TI think only four, really—of
the members sitting on that select com-
mittee who were in favour of those
amendments. I have never before heard
of a Ministry which was bound by the
opinions of four members of the Lower
House, but this Government seems to
have thought it necessary to be so bound
on this occasion.

Mr. Moraw: This House adopted
those amendments afterwards, and they
then became Parliament’s amendments.

Mr. LEAKE: Nuo, they did not; they
only became the Assembly’s amend-
ments.

Mz, Moraw: Well, that is the biggest
end of Parliament.

Mr. LEAKE: They were adopted by
this House, but not until after a protest
from members who were in favour of
federation under the Bill which has now
been accepted; and we, with the other
federalists in this colony, were forced to
accept those amendments, because if we
had not supported them we should have
lost the Bill altogether, and it was a case
of taking half a loaf instead of no bread.
But those amendments, when they weni
up to the Council, although they had
uvpon them the Ministerial stamp, were

[28 Mav, 1900.]
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} not supported as they should have been,
i either by the Ministry or by the members
of the select committee who had ap-
proved them in splect committee ; becanse
. those very amendments were rejected in
the Council; and the question which
wltimately came before the Couneil, and
| which the Premier said was rejected
becanse I with others entered mto a
conspiracy or arrangement to shut the
' door and cause them te be lost—the
1 amendment which was lost in the Council
' was uob identical with the amendments
; which were passed by this Assembly, but
[ was a proposal to submit to a referendum
I a Bill which included those smendments,
t and algo to suggest another conference of
' Premiers; and at that moment we were,
! by approving a Bill with those amend-
ments, proposing something which we
knew we could not get, in addition to
something which nobody had demanded,
and which apparently this House did not
want.
| Mz. Moran: We koow now we could
| have got them.
Mr. LEAKE: We could have got
' nothing of the kind.
THe PrREMIER:

; them, unyhow.
[ Mgr. LEAKE : But there are no records

of Parlinment to show it, and there are
. no public papers to show it; and if we
may judge of the tone of public opinion
as: expressed by the public men of
| the other colonies, we shall find they
recognised that, after a certain date—
after the Bill had been accepted by New
South Wales—it was not only impossible
but improper to suggest any amendments,
more especially the amendments which
had Deen advocated in Western Aus-
traliz.

Mz, Moran: They are accepting them
now.

Mr. LEAKE ; And those amendments
' were not the amendments of Parlinmnent,
. but merely the suggestions of a Ministry,
and that Ministry, we know perfectly
well, was itself divided upon the subject.

Tag Premier: The Joint Select Com-
mittee's report is here on the records: it
is the only thing we have on the records.

Me. TLEAKE: Curiously enough—I
thought I had pointed it out—the mem-
bers of the select committee themselves
did not support the amendments when
these were brought before the Couneil.

We very nearly got
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That is abundantly proved by a reference
to the records. Ag the right hon. gentle-
man himeself admits, the efforts which
were made without the mandate of Par-
liament were imsuccessful, and they
failed, not only with the Premiers of the
other colonies, but also with the home
authorities.
Me. Moran: No.

Mr. LEAKE: Oh, pardon me: they
have failed with the home authorities.

Tar PremiEr: The home authorities
favoured them.

Mr. LEAKE: I will read the para-
graph in a moment. My statement is
that the attempts to secure those amend-
ments failed, not only with the Premiers,
but with the home authorities ; and that
wag the very thing which we, on this side
of the House, predicted would happen,
and it has happened. We have never
declared that we were not in favour of
those amendments as amendments; but
we opposed them as being impossible, and
said that even to suggest those amend-
ments was to delay the acceptance of the
Commonweslth Bill, and to keep this
colony out of the federation as an original
State.

Me. Moran: You said the people did
not want them.

Mr. LEAKE: That was what we
feared ; that was what we realised; and
our fears were justified, and the posi-
tion we took up last year has been vindi-
cated. Had the amendments been asked
for by the proper authorities at the
proper time and place, I believe they
would not only have received the approval
of this House, but would, if proposed at
the Convention, have been accepted, or
would subsequently have been favourably
received at the Premiers’ Conference.
We must remember the Premiers’ Con-
ference finally altered the draft Bill in
order that a referendum might be taken in
each individual colony, and I say it was
-idle to suppose that, after the Bill had
been referred to and accepted by any one
colony, it could be altered or amended to
suit the convenience of any Ministry or
any section of the people.

Mx. Moran: And yet it is now being
altered. ’

THE Premizr: The attempt might
have been made, even if it had not
succeeded.
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Me. LEAEE: Personally, T do nc
hesitate to say I think the amendment
were useless, were unnecessary.

Me. Morar: You said so.

Me. LEAKE: T say so still. T hav
always been in favour of the Bill whic
has been accepted by the other colonie:
and I do not propose to retract u word
have said on that subject.

Mr. Moraw: Hear, hear.
much the easier way.

Tae Premier: You did not want t
conserve the interests of your own coun
try for the five years.

Me. LEAKE: Oh! That, to say th
least of it, is stupid. Howaver, I wa
about to reand what Mr. Chamberlain say
in a cablegram which he transmitted t
His Excellency on the 27th April, 190(
and it is so important that I intend t
read it all. T am reading from a pape
which includes the instructions to M
Parker.

Tae Premier : You should read tha
dated the 5th April, too.

Mz, LEAKE: And amongst othe
things in the instructions to Mr. Parke
we must not forget he was directed t
urge that the views of the Parliament c
this colony in regard to the amendment
recommended by the Joint Parliamentar
Committee of the Legislature should 1
carefully congidered. Now, we kno
perfectly well that Parliament never di
express an opinion on those amendment:
except by rejecting them. ]

TrE PrEMIER : Yes; I thiuk that ws
a mistake. T also perceived that error i
the instructions, which must have arise
from hurry.

Mg LEAKE: That being so, I wi
not labour the point.

Taeg PremiEr: It ought not to hax
read * Parliament.”  Does it oceu
towards the end of the document ?

Mr. LEAKE: No; it i3 near th
beginning. The telegram of the 27%
April reads thus:+

Referring to my telegram of April5, ¢
Premiers of the federating colonies have,
you are probably aware, declared that the
have ne authority to accept any amendment |
the Bill, and have abhorrence to give ar
instructions to delegates with regard to m
suggestion.

Mr. Moraw: The abhorrence has dis
appeared now.

That |
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Mr. LEAKE: The telegram proceeds:

Under these circumstances, I cannot press
the matter further, and I would now urge
yonr responsible advigers to consider earncstly
whether, in the best intercsts of the colony as
well as of Australia, they should not make o
resolute effort to bring the colony into federa-
tion at once.

Unless Western Australia joins as an orvigi-
nal State, it can only enter ¢n the condition of
complete intercoloninl free-trade. The tempo-
rary protection offered by Clanse 95 will,
therefors, be lost ; and looking to the present
popwlation of the colony, difficulty may also
be experienced in securing representation as
large ag it would receive as an original State,
and which would enable the colony to secure
adequate protection for all its interests in the
Federal Parliament.

Tar PremiEr: That is a matbter of
opinion: I do not agree with the state.
ment.

Mz. LEAKE : The telegram proceeds :

Your responsible andvisers will also, of course,
take into consideration the effcet of the agita-
tion by the federal party, especially on the
goldfields, if Western Australia does not enter
as an original State.

[23 Mavy, 1900.)

It seems to me, under the circumstances, of !
the utainost importance to the futire of West- -
ern Australia to join at once; and as your

responsible advisers have done their best to
secure the modifications desived by Parlinment,
I wonld urge them to take an early opportu-
nity of summoning Parlinment, and laying the
position fully before it, with a view to neceas-
sary action for ascertaining the wishes of the
people as to entering federation.

If they are agreeable to this conrse, n clanse
will be inserted in the Bill providing that
Western Australia may center as an original
State, if the people have intimated their desire
to be included before the issne of Her Majesty’s
proclamation.

Now that, curiously enough, covers nearly
all the grouuds for which federalists both
inside the House and outside have con-
tended ; and I maintain that by the result
of our efforts we are justified, for it shows
we were not captious in our opposition to
the Minigterial tactics, but that the cir-
cumstances fully justified everything we
did. However, my province this evening
is not to upbraid anybody, nor do I desire
to take any unmecessary or exaggerated

credit for anything which the Federal .

League, or the federalists generally, have
done in the colony. But we certainly do
rejoice at our success, and we intend to
help to obtain the referendum in as com-
plete and comprehensive a form as pos-
sible. [Mr. Vosper: Hear, hear.] We
rejoice to think that this is not a party
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question ; and I have always declared it
was not o party question, though I know
T was not believed. It was behieved that
I intended to make this a party question ;
but I say, if it was made a party ques-
tion, that was done by members on the
other (Government) side of the House.

Tae PrEmier: All Oppesition mem-
bers voted with you.

Mz. LEARE: Of course they did. I
cannot be blamed if I happen to be
supported by all the intelligence in Par-
liament.

Tae PREMIER : What difference would
it have made if you had made it o party
question ?

Me. LEAKYE: I do not suppose it
wounld have made any difference.

Tur PrEmier: Yon would not have
had any more votes.

Mg, LEAKE: We have it on the
authority of the right hon. gentleman
bhimsgelf that it was practically a party
question,

Tue PrREMIER: Yes; you thought you
would gain a few votes by our not making
it a party question. .

Mr. LEAXE: Members ¢n the other
side are entitled to their opinions, and it
really does not matter much to me whether
they think I have made it o party ques-
tion or not. The question is big enoungh
to engage public thought outside this
Chamber, and 1 am prepared to be guided
by what the public think of it. I agree
witly the Premder that it requires a. great
deal of self-control and stamina to go
against the stream, and it is certainly
rather astounding to find that he has not
had enough atamina to stemn the current
of popular opinion upon this occasion. I
am rather glad of it. Iam glad to find
his stamina and his self-control were too
weak to resist the pressure brought to
bear upon him.

Tue PrEMIER: Are you sure you are
genuine in that opinion ?

Mr. LEAKE: I am always genuine.

Tae PrEmiEr: It is rather a dis-
appointment, is it not ¥

Mzr. LEAEKRE: Although the Premier
may be proud of the abuse he has received,
yet T am perfectly certain we federalists
who sit in Opposition are glad to know
that, at the last moment, he has awakened
to the exigencies and the necessities of
the occasion, and has thought fit to submit
this important measure to a referendum,
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a medinm which, it appears, he does not
like, which he avers is unknown to him,
but which, curiously enough, he has pro-
posed with regard to the question of
payment of members. That was promised,
I believe, during last session.

Tee Premigr: That will not be a
complex Bill, like this.

Mr. LEAKE: Tt may not be a com-
plex meagure, but certainly it will be
ensier to understand than this one, because
I understood the Premier himself to say
he did not think one in a hundred under-
stood federation.

T PREMIER : T am certain of that.

Mz, LEAKE: Well, your argument
rather fulls te. the ground there, does it
not ?

Tar Premier: The question of pay-
ment of members is a very different thing
from this complex Bill.

Mr. Vosrer: The Premier's objection
was to the referendum itself, not to the
Bill.

Mr LEAKXE: Yes.

TeE PreMier: You said the referen-
dum was an exotic. -

Mr. LEAKE: I, and one or two
others, were taunted with the remark
that certain delegates at the Conventions
did not fight for certain matters. Well,
I dispute that altogether: I say, when
matters came up for discussion, we took
a fair part in the discussion. Tt is true,
we did not make a great many set
speesches on the different phases of
the Bill, but we took very good care
tb discuss matters with other members.
It was admitted on all sides that there
was too much talk at that Convention, as
often happens in other assemblies, and
I might almost aceuse the right hon.
gentleman himself not only of talking,
but of talking too much. We did not
venture, as members of the Convention,
to intrude ostentatiously our opinion as
to the effect of federation upon the-trade
and navigation of the Murray and Upper
Darling; we did not care to make
speeches on subjects of that kind; but
when the occasion arose we expressed our
views. I assert, without fear of contra-
diction, that if blame is to be attached to
ug, it is alse to be attached to the right
hon. gentleman himself. He did not
think fit to comsult his colleagues when
at the Convention, and we never knew
what the right hon. gentleman was going

[ASSEMBLY.]

Second reading.

to do with regard to any of thos
important questions. That will be show
by the fact that when the division bel
rang, we never voted as a body. Th
same remark applies, of course, to all th
colonies. We went there to express ou
own individual opinions, and not to vot
as a compact band in favour only ¢
matters affecting Western Australia. W
were there to attempt to frame a consti
tution for the whole of the colonies, an
a great deal of the work of the Conventio:
was done by select committees. T an
the ember for East Perth (Mr. James
were ob the Judicial Committee, an
we helped to frame those clauses. Th
Premier was on the Finance Committes
and I ask members to bear in mind tha
the greatest discussion took place on th
financial clauses of the Bill. Isitto b
wondered at that the right hon. gentle
man was in a better position than othe
delegates to discuss the financial con
ditions and to explain the financial posi
tion of this colony, owing to his positio
as Treasurer? T do not think it i
generous, to say the least of it, ¢
ussert that the delegates at the Conven
tion did not take part in the discussions
I should like to combat one or two argu
ments that were made use of this evening
wlen it was pointed cut that we wer
uow a sovereign State. Of course, whe
we onter federation we shall not be
sovereign State to the full extent that w
are now, but we can deal with man
matters with which we now deal, and |
understood the Premier to lay grea
stress on the fact that as a sovereig
State we can now deal with our land, th
million square miles of territory whicl
this colony possesses. I need hardl
remind hon. members that we can dea
with our land under the Federul Bill

Mr. Moran: Not exclusively: it i
absolutely taxable.

Mr. LEAKE: We can deal with ou
lands, our mines, and our railways.

Mg. Mogax : They can tax them all.

Mr. LEAKE: We may now say w
are a sovereign State with sovereig
power except to defend ourselves, and
that is one point, at any rate, which w
should never cease to regard in consider
ing this question of federation. I an
delighted to think that, in the opinion o

_the Premier, we can hold our own whethe

we enter federation or stand out of i
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That has always been my contention, and
I should be sorry to think we could not
hold our own. It is true, as has been
pointed out, that we cannot raise money
by the customs, but we may participate
in the customs revenue. Although the
Commonwealth collect the enstoms, they
are not entitled to spend it all, but we
are entitled to get some of it back,
Although the Premier has declared that
he i8 in favour of the Commonwealth Bill
and will vote for it, he throws out a
fairly strong hint to bis supporters and
admivers in this House that they are at
liberty to oppose it, and he would not be
sorry if they did so.

THE PrEMIER : Who said that ?

M=z. LEAXE: Although it is true we
ghall in one sense be a subordinate State,
yet we should never forget that we_shall
be in no worse a position than our neigh-
bours, The Federal Bill does not 1mpose
any obligations upon Western Australia
which are not borne by the other Aus-
tralian States.

Mz. Moran : There you are wrong.

* Mr. LEAKE: Althoughk that state-
ment is made by the hon. member, I am
not convinced by it. We may be under
disabilities. Of course, if we federate we
give up certain rights. But although
those rights will not be administered by
ourselves, they will be administered for
us, and we, through our representatives,
ghall have a voice in that administration.
T say that therein we are in the same
position as the other States of the federan-
tion. As to the statement that the
reason “we did not succeed with the
amendments was that we were not united,
I think I have explained that, had those
amendments been suggested at the proper
time and in the proper place, we should,
I dare say, have been in a position to
render that assistance which the Govern-
ment subsequently expected from us,
But let us not forget that all the time
those amendments were being agked for
from Parliament, and suggested by the
Premier, the right hon. gentleman’s own
Ministers would not support them. There
has been a split in the Cabinet over this
matter for the past eighteen months, and
there is one still.

Mz. Moran : It is a non-party ques-
tiomn.

Mr. LEAKE: T am ounly saying that,
curiously enough, that party is split up.
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I cannot understand that, and of course
Ministers will subsequently explain it. T
must really repudiate the suggestion that
neither I nor my federal friends will
trust the country with the management
of the tarif for five years. I have never
said anything which would bear that
construction, d,nd T go so far as to say
that if it were possible to obtain that five-
years tariff and still enter federation, I
would, although personally not in favour
of it, waive my objection, in order that
there should be no obstacles to our joining
federation. That has been the posilion
taken up by the Federal League through-
out, but we maintained that we would not
for one moment imperil our joining the
federation as an original State, and con-
sequently we refused to discuss amend-
ments which we knew we could not by
any possibility obtain. The hon. member
(Mr, Moran) has already delivered one
very strong anti-federal speech this ses-
sion, and I dare say that when he comes
to speak on the second reading of the Bill
he will give another. I hope that when
he does speak I shall attend with great
care to what he says. It was not only
the hon. member, but alse the Premier,
who twitted us with having advocated the
Bill, the whole Bill, und nething but the
Bill, and we are now jeered at because it
ig proposed by the Imperial Parliament
to make an alteration in the Bill,

M=r. Moran: Several alterations.

M=z. LEAEE : I maintain that for all
practical purposes we are still advocating
and are going to obtain the Bill, the
whole Bill, and nothing but the Bill—

Mr. Moran: Not at all.

Me. LEAKE: Let me finish my sen-
tence, do. We are going to obtain the
Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing but the
Bill which the colonies will have, and we
agk for nothing more than that. To
speak of the alterations with regard to
appeal to the Privy Council as being vital
to federation is absurd, for they are
nothing of the kind. The question of
appeal to the Privy Council was never
discussed in this House, Itis true it was
discussed at the Convention, and I voted
for the clauges as they stand in the Bill;
but I do not object to the appeal to the
Privy Council, and if the amendment is
made by the Imperial authority, I shall
cheerfully accept that amendment, because
I find that the other colonies are going
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to accept it, and without a referendum,
too. 1 am perfectly willing to respect
the opinion and the feehngs of the
Imperial anthorities with regard to the
retention of the right of appeal. Of
course the hon. member (Mr. Moran)
knows full well that this is not a vital
question, and he is only using badinage.
His desire to interject and interrupt leads
him to make the remarks he does. At
any rate, if there is a referendum, there
will be no necessity to have a referendum
here on the point, because provision is or
will be made in this Bill to accept it
subject to the amendment. Therefore,
we need not bother as to the vitality or
otherwise of the amendment. Thatisa
trouble which has to be faced by our
neighbours, aud, if there is a referendum
at all, it will have to be in the other
colonies.  With regard to the Bill itself,
the only objection I have to it is that the
existing roll—and when I speak of the
existing roll, I mean the roll existing
at the present moment—is not wide
enough, and if the question is to be
referred to anybody, it should be referred
not only to the electors who are on the
roll, but every other person who is entitled
at the present moment to become an
elector, and to have his name placed on
the roll. Nor can I see any great
difficulty in accomplishing that object,
because if, in addition to permitting
those whose names are on the voll to
vote, we grant to everybody who can
obtain it, and should obtain it on
application, an electoral right, there is no
reason why we should not have a full
and most comprehensive election on this
meagure, and that, too, without any
unnecessary delay. Of cowrse I do not
propose to explain in full detail how [
would carry out my suggestion, but
having made the suggestion, it is only
right I should say something about i,
and I firmly believe this question of
electoral rights is little better than a
matter of drafting. If the people are
permitted to obiain electoral rights, they
should, if their names are not on the
roll, be permitted to record their votes on
the production of such electoral rights.
And I would say these electoral rights
should not be given unless the parties
applying for them can satisfy the
authorities they have been residents for
a certain term, and in other respects are

[ASSEMBLY.]

Second reading.

qualified not only to get on the rol
but to vote. It is idle to suppose tha
the roll which exist at the presen
moment fairly represents the qualifiec
electors of the colony; and in a bi
matter of this kind we should afforc
every facility, and give to those who hawv
recently been struck off the roll ever;
agsistance to get back again so as to by
able to vote upon this question.

Mzr. Dongrry: Why do you not hav
the same system for Parliamentar,
elections ?

Me. LEAEKE: I will go so far as t
support it in regard te Parliamentar:
elections; but the exigencies of th
occasion are hot so great at a Parlia
mentary election as they are at th
present moment. I take it we desire t
get as full an expression of opinion fron
the people of this colony as possible, an
if we want to ascertain the will of th
people, we wmust not confine the referen
dum to the small number of electors a
present ou the roll. If permitted to d
50, I shall be perfectly prepared, whe
this Bill is in Cgmmittee, to assist th
Premier in framing clauses which wil
meet this question, provided he will assen
to the suggestion I make. I throw thi
out as much for the sake of argument a
anything else. IThope hon. members wil
gee 1t 15 reasonable, and I notice from th
reports that the matter has been suggeste
in another place. If that be so, surel
if the majority of Parliament desire t
see my suggestion adopted, we hav
sufficient drafting capabilities in th
city to carry out our views and t
embody them in the Bill. I do mno
propose to reply at lemgth to th
criticism of the hon. member who move
the Address-in-reply; but greal stres
was laid by him on the fact that certai
colonies in British North America ol
tained terms. If I remember rightly, th
position of those colonies with regard ¢
the Canadian federation, and ours wit
regard to the proposed Australian federa
tion, are not analogous; that those term
were offered to them to go inte th
federation of Canada, after the federatio
wag formed. Here we are striving to ge
in a8 an original Stafe, and time here ;
of the essence of the proceeding, for if w
do not go in under the Bill, we cannot g
in as an original State. Of course w
can stand out, and trust to making th
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best of a “deal” with the federal
authority afterwards; but Y for one am
deadly opposed to that, and will strain
every nerve in resisting such a suggestion.
I think it would be infinitely to our
advantage to accept the terms which the
Bill offers to us to enter as an original
State, in preference to standing out with
the hope of geiting better terms.

Mr. Moran: You cannot do worse.

Mze. LEAKE: Icannot hope to convert
the hon. member; but in expressing my
views, I know I amn expressing the views
of the majority of federalists in and out
of the House. It is my intention to
support the second reading of the Bill,
and I do so with considerable pleasure.
The Premier has adopted the only course
which was open to him, after the varied
experience of the past few months; that
is 1 at last propesing to refer this Bill,
and to give to the citizens of Western
Australia the same privileges and to
recognise the same constitutional rights
which are enjoyed by their fellow citizens
in the neighbouring colonies.

Me. RASON (gouth Murchison) : I
beg to move the adjournment of the
debate.

Motion for adjowrnment put and
passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 21 minutes
past 10 o’clock, until the next day.

[24 Mazx, 1900.]
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Hegislatibe @ouncil,
Thursdey, 24ih May, 1900.
School (u Wu tion)—Question: Fraud

Eﬁcfﬁ':gw ngninat Department—Ret:
] en eturn
ordered : High School n.ttendnnces—Addmsa-m
ﬁly Presentation—Electors ou Porlinmeuntary
—Game Act Amendment Bill, discharge of
order—Adjournment.

Tae PRESIDENT took the chair at
430 o'clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

EFFICIENT SCHOOLS (A CORRECTION).

Tre COLONIAIL SECRETARY: A
clerical error occurred in the reply to the
question asked by Mr. R. 8. Haynes
yesterday. The name of the Seots Col-
lege was omitted from the list of schools
which have applied to be considered
efficient or secondary. It is only right
that I should make this correction as
early as possible, although it could be
gathered from the last paragraph of my
reply that the Scots College should have
been included.

Howr. B. 8. HAYNES : Then the reply
will read: “It is hoped that the Scots
College and the Christian Brothers’ Col-
lege,” etc.

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
may add that it may be thought these
examinations should have taken place by
this time; but the inspectors have been
very busy just now, and the examinations
for the scholarships do not come on again
until Qetober, therefore no school will be
affected.

QUESTION—FRAUD (ALLEGED) AGAINST
RATLWAY DEPARTMENT.

Hon. C. SOMMERS asked the Colonial
Secretary : 1, Whether the attention of
the Government has been called to an
article appearing in the Sun news-
paper, published in Kalgoorlie on the 6th
May, wherein serious fraud was, it was
alleged, committed by the Perth Tee Com-
pany against the Railway Department;
2, If 50, huve any steps been taken by the
Government to disprove the allegations
contained in the said article; 3, And, if
so, what steps,

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied :—1, Yes; 2z, Investigation was at
once begun and has not yet been com-



