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sideratian, this House should realise
that the Government have done all
in their power to have this Bill re-
ferred to the people; and I believe
that in the judgment of every independent
person, and of everyone who is not prej u-
diced by partyv or some other influence,
they will be acquitted of having dealt in
such a. manner with the Bill as to prevent
its being referred. It has been my earnest
desire that the Bill should go to the people
or to the electors, whichever muay be
decided; and if the people of the colony
are determined to federate, I am not one
to pince any obstacle in the way, beyond
that 1 shall vote against federation when
the time comes. I say, advisedly and
seriously, that it is not my intention to
vote for federation, although I think it is
onlv right and just that the people should
give a vote on the question. I do not
think I need sky any more. If I were to
attempt to follow Mr. M~atbeson it would
take me much too long, and, besides, there
is not the slightest necessity to do so on
this occasion. The Enabling Bill will no
doubt reach us from another place in a
short time, and hon. members will have
full opportunity for discussing the various
clauses, and deciding what is best in the
interests of the country. I only hope we
shall take into consideration this serious
and most important step-a step which
cannot be retraced-with a, deep sense of
the consequences which are likely to ensue
to this country. Possibly some of us are
mistaken in thinking federation will he
disastrous, while others on the other hand
may be mistaken in thinking it will be of
great benefit to the countr~y and start us
afresh on the high road to prosperity and
wealth. Both sides may be mistaken,
and possibly we may arrive at a middle
course which will be acceptable to the
inhabitants of thisi colony. I would like
to say one word in reference to the enlarge-
ment of tile franchise. I do not think
for a moment that. any member of the
community who calmly and quietly reflects
can think of pitting the man or woman
who has been in the colony for six
months, against a person who has his
all1 here, has his property here, has been
here for years and. understands the
interests of the colony, and can possibly
farm. a very good judgment as to what is
likely to affect its prosperity. That is
the reason we caninot have voting on

a population basis pure and simple,
because we must recognise every interest
mu this great country, and must have no
preponderating influence by the gold-
mining or any one industry ; but we
must have a representation of all the
wealth, intelligence, and interests through-
out the colony. That is almost a truism
which every hon. member will indorse;
and for a moment to think that this
country should be governed by a number
of memnbers who come from one indus-
try-say the gold-mining industry, which
I think has been hinted at to-night by
Mr. Matheson-would, in my opinion, be
destructive of the best interets of the
colony, would retard its progress, and
probably end in its ruin.

Question-that the Addres s-in -reply be
adopted-put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 8-22 o'clock

until the next day.

Wednesday, 23rd May, 1900.

Address-inu-repl; Presentatioin - Paper presented-
Queston Public Holidays, to restrict taterin a
Jntce - Privilege: Aspersions on Le yue
Aucmly by a Member Oersldton)r-Fe emtiun
Enabling Bill, second reading (moved)-Adjouru.
ment.

THu SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PiRunYES.

ADDRESS-mN-REPLY-PRESENT&TION.
By arrangement, Mr. Speaker and hon.

mnenmbers proceeded to Govern ment House,
to present the Address-in-reply to His
Excellency the Administrator; and,
having returned,
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THn SPEAKER reported that His
Excellency had been pleased to reply as
follows:

I thank you for your Address-in-reply to
the Speech with which I opened Parliament,
and am glad to be assured of your continued
loyalty and devotion to the person and throne
of our Most Gracious Sovereign.

I receive with satisfaction your assurance
that your most careful consideration will be
given to the special matter, as well as to all
others that may be submitted to you, so that
your labours may result in the permianent
advancement and prosperity of the colony.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER: Report of Educa-

tion Department for 1899.
Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTION-PUBLIC HOLIDAYS, TO
RESTRICT.

ALTERING A NOTICE.

MR. HALL rose to ask, the Premier a
question, of which lie bad given notice in
the following form :-Whetber lie would
in the fu ture be more sparing of granting
public holidays, in consequence of the
loss sustained by' the shopkeepers of
Perth, and general disorganisation of
trade caused thereby.

MR. HALL said: Before asking the
question, I would like, as a matter of
privilege, to ask the reason of the addi-
tion of the word " alleged " before " loss "
in the question as it now appears on the
Notice Paper. You see, sir, it makes
my question now a matter of opinion,
whereas it was before made to be a
matter of fact.

THE SPEAXER : The Clerk of the
Rouse has infor-med me that the reason
why he made the alteration in the form
of notice given by the lion. member, was
that the question might comply with the
rules of the House. The assertion that
there had been a loss, as stated in the
original question, was a mere matter of

opinion, whereas in the form in which
theqestion now appears upon the Notice
Paper, it is not so.

MR. HALL: I now beg to ask thej
Premier the question as it appears on the1

Notice Paper.
THE PREMIER replied: I am not

aware to which holidays the lion. mem-
ber refers. No complaint has reached
me as to public holidays being granted
too often.

PRIVILEGE -ASPERSIONS ON LEGIS-
LATIVE ASSEMBLY BY A MEMBER
(GRAaLDTON).

MR. MOORHEA-D (North Murchi-
son): As a question of privilege, I desire
to bring under the attention of the House
a matter of rather grave import. It
would appear that in the issue of a news-
paper known as the CGeraldton Advertiser,
dated the 26th February of this year,
there appeared a report of some remarks
made by an hon. mnemlber of this House,
which reflect seriously on the character of
the House and on some of its members.
I do not wish to comment upon those
observations at present, but I wish
formally to bring the matter under the
notice of the House, and I therefore
move:

That the hon. member for Geraldton (Mr.
Robson) be ordered to attend in this House on
the next Tuesday, the 29th instant.

THE SPEAKER: The proper course
would be for the hon. member to lay on
the table the report to which he refers,
and to move that the report be read by
the Clerk, after which the hon. member
might make his motion.

MR. MOORHEAD: I move accord-
inglY:

That the report to which I have referred,
containing these allegations, be read by the
Clerk.

THE SPEAKER: It will be sufficient
at present to read the prt'eWs, and not the
whole speech as reported.

The CLERK accordingly read ayrdisi of
the speech, as follows:-

1. That the Government was corrupt and
rotten to the core.

2. That he would expose the political
corruption and rottenness lie encountered last
session.

3. That the Government had withdrawn
the BRn-al Lands Improvement Bill in the
Upper House, practically to buy the support
of the fanning element in that House.

4. That many of the members of the
Legislative Assembly appeared to be without
visible means of support.

5. That he hnd discovered there was a
group of old financiers interested in keeping the
Government in office, andi that they paid
members.

6. 'hat in further substantiation of the
charge he had made of political rottenness, he
had an Assurance fron one of the powers
behind the throne that if he would sit on the
Government cross-benches he would have
financial Assistance; that he had declined,
and that they could not buy him.
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7. That an attempt had been made to
bribe him in connection with the Sluicing and
Dredging Bill.

8. That the foregoing statements justified
his accusations of political corruption and
rottenness.

MR. MOORHEAD: I formally move,
further:

That the hon. member for Geraldton be
ordered to attend in his place in this House
on Tuesday, the 29th instant, to explain the
assertions be is reported to have made respect-
ing the honurable character of this Roume.

MR. HARPER: I second that.
MR. IUYINOWOETH (Central Mur-

chison) : Before a motion of this character
was made, it would be more courteous to
the House if the mover had waited until
the member whose conduct is referred
to was in his place. TIhe member for
Geraldton (Mr. Robson) is detained by
necessary business, and is not in Perth
at present; and I think it would be more
courteous if the hon. member (Mr.
Moorhead) bad waited until the member
for Geraldton was present. At any rate,
the mnember for Geraldton should have
some notice given.

MR. A. FORREST: He knew, it was
coming on.

MR. ILLINGWQRTH: I think the
motion which the lion. member asks this
House to pass, a motion practically
calling upon the member for Geraldton
to answer questions in his place in this
House, at the will of the House, might
at least have given to the House some
reasons for the course lie proposes to
take. Seeing there is practically a pledge
between the leader of the House (the
Premier) and myself that the business of
this special session, as far as we are re-
sponsible for it, shall be confined to the
one subject for which this session has
been convened, I think it would be much
better if the question now raised were
deferred until the ordinary sitting of the
House in the next session. A question
of this kind is calulated to take up a
great amount of time, and to bring a vast
amount of acrimony into our debates.
At present we have a subject on which
there is scarcely any difference of opinion,
and we have been called together for the
express purpose of carrying out the wishes
of the Government in regard to that
question. I have afready intimated, in
my observations from this side of the
House, that it is the desire of myself and

members on this side to confine the busi-
ness of this special session to the specific
subject which has brought us here. I
think that to bring a subject of this con-
tentious character on the floor of the
House at the present time would be very
inconvenient, and that it might be
brought forward much more conveniently
at a sitting of the House in the ordinary
session, which is not far off. That course
would be more in harmony with the
feelings of hon. members, and more cal-
culated to produce the result which the
mover of this motion no doubt desires.
I take it that he desires we should have
this question properly discussed and fully
ventilated, and, if any wrong has been
done, that the wrong should be righted. I
think it is alnost impossible, if some.
wrong has been done, that it could be
righted this session in the way proposed
in the motion. Such a course would only
lead to waste of time, and to aocrimony of
spirit altogether foreign to this House.
This being my view of the matter, I
move, as an amendment on the motion,
that the words " next Tuesday " be struck
out, and the words " the second Tuesday
after the meeting of the House in thle
ordinary session " be inserted in lieu.

MR. G1REGORY: I second the amend-
ment.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): While I heartily appreciate and
am grateful to the hon. member (Mr.
Illingworth) for his desire to assist the
Government to bring this special session
to a dlose as early as possible, and while
I would willingly haive nothing whatever
to do with this very painful matter at the
present time, yet I feel that if this House
took no notice whatever now of this
painful episode, our action might be
altogether misunderstood and misco~n-
strued.

MR. ILLINGWORtTH: Not if you take
this action.

THE PREMIER: I even question
whether it is quite parliamentary to deal
with a question that has come up in a
previous session, if a session has come in
between. Still, those who have anything
to sayv ought to say it at the very earliest
moment, and not defer it to another time.
I am surprised, I must say, at the action
taken by the bon. member (Mr. Tiling-
worth), because he is just as much
interested as I amn in this matter. If

Privilege :
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this newspaper report is accurate and
can be substantiated, it reflects on the
honour and integrity of this House;
said I think every one of us desires
that the honour and integrity of this
House shall be without reproach. It
seems to me, at any rate, whatever other
action might be taken, that it is due
to the member for Geraldton himself
that he should have an opportunity of
saying what he has to say in this House.
Probably the explanation he can give in
regard to this matter may, be altogether
satisfactory to hon. members. We have
only a newspaper report before us, and we
know that mistakes are made in reports,
and that the hon. member may have been
misunderstood, or misrepresented, or may
have been misreported; and it is due to
him that the very earliest opportunity
should be given for explaining what he is
reported to have said. Reference has
been made to the fact that the bon.
member is not present; but I take it
there is nothing in that, because I do not
suppose any one of us would be preparedi
to agree in passing a motion on his con-
duct in his absence, or do it off-hand.
Time would be necessary, and the mover
of this motion has mentioned Tuesday
next as the time for the member for
Geraldton to be in his place here; and if
that hon. member is not in his place on
Tuesday next, I have no doubt the matter
will be postponed even to a later day. I
cannot think for a moment that we would
be doing right, as members of this Hops,
in sitting here and going on with the
business of the country while charges of
this kind were hanging over us ; and it
might be said of us that we were
indifferent to the allegations made b y
the member for Geraldton, and were quite
content to defer inquiry into them till
some more convenient season. I think it
might be said we were afraid of these
things; that we were trying to put them
off, in order that time might come
in between, and might allay the feel-
ings of indignation of hion. members.
I think the least we can do, viewing the
situation not only from the position of
hon. members themselves, but from the
point of view of the hon. member for
Geralciton, is to let that lion. member
have the earliest opportunity given him
to state what he did say, and to sub-
stantiate, if hie can, what he has stated.

This procedure which the member for
North Murchison (Mi-. Moorhead) has
taken is absolutely in accordance with
Parliamentary usage; and it is not likely
that the hon mnemdber would bring for-
ward a motion that was not in accord
with Parliamentar y practice. .It is abso-
lutely in accord with the procedure
adopted in other places, in similar cir-
cumstances.

MR. ILLINGOOTH: In a special
session ?

THE PREMIER: Even in a special
session. I agree with the hon. member
(Mr. Illingworth) in regard to every
other matter. But a special session can-
not. override the consideration of the
honour of members of this House. That
is another matter altogether. Our honour
and our integrity are above all other con-
siderations. [SEvnuAl MEMBEns: Hear,
hear.] If we postpone a question involv-
ing our integrity and our honour as men,
as members of the Legislature, and as
trusted officers of the public, if we defer
that question in order that some weeks
may elas, we shall be guilty of a great
error. I say there is no other considera-
tion so great: neither federation nor ay
other 'ation is so great or so important to
the people of this colony, as the good
faith and honour of their representatives
in Parliament. What are these insinua-
tions, innuendoes, or charges? They
mean, if they mean anything, the personal
dishonour of members of this Hlouse,
and the personal dishonour of myself
and all the members of the Government.
Then, am I to sit still in this House
because of the Federation Bill or any other
Bill being before us, or because this is a
special session? Am I to stand or sit
here and say, " Defer this matterP" If
these things are true, I no longer have a
right to sit in this House: I deserve to
be hounded and hurled oat of public life;
and other members of the House are in
the same position. Are we to delay such
a matter? Does the lion. member advise
me to do that-to defer this matter
because we are dealing with an important
subject in a special session ?

MR. ILLINGwORTH: Why did younot
call a, special session to attend to the
subject of this motion ?

THE PREMIER: This is the first
opportunity we have had of dealing with
the matter. The lion, member (Mr.
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Illingworth) has a high position in this
House, in which he has been placed by
his fellows on that (Opposition) side. I
warn him, I adjure him to be careful of
the position in which lie is placed; and
above all things, above every other con-
sideration he can think of, let hinm see
that the honour and integrit 'Y of members
of this Rouse are maintained.

MR. IlLINGWORTH: Thanks for the
advice.

THE: PREMIER: Yes; I say it is
good. I shall go out of this House, and
shall never enter it again, if these charges
be true; and I say thelatwcndoth
least every man in ti onr xet
us to do, is to see that the hion. member
(Mr. Robson) substantiates his charges,
or that he withdraws them, or that at
any rate he explains to this House the
reasons that actuated him in making
them. I speak warmly, because I am
warm, and because my honour and the
honour of my friends around me has been
attacked. [ MR. GEORGE: I am here too.]
And what is the use of our sitting here
with these chitrges unanswered ? Are we
here to pass Bills, or to legislate in any
way, when we are charged with corrup-
tion ? I say, the least we can do is to
pass this motion, brought forward so
courteously by the member for North
Murchison, a motion which ought to have
been passed on the voices, and then I
should not hiave had to make the speech
I have made to-day.

MR. GEORGE (Murray): The right
hon. gentleman has been somewhat over
warm-[SVVr&AL MEMBERS: No, no]-
but he will pa~don me for Baying that,
because I believe he is sincere in what he
has said. I think he will agree with me
that it is hardly fair to hit a man behind
his back; and although it would appear,
from what has been published, that the
member for Geraldton has hit the other
48 members of this House behind their
backs, still we will not, as far as I am
concerned, follow a course that would
practically amount to hitting him in his
absence. I quite agree with the Premier.
that it is a right thing-and this will not
be denied by the leader of the Oppo-
sition-for this House to take coguisance
of the accusations which are said to have
been made; but personally I do not
believe the honour of this House will
suffer in the slightest degree by deferring

this inquiry until the next session of Par-
liament. I may be wrong, but I think I
am right.

ME. A. FORREST: How can wre sit
with the man ?

MR. GEORGE: The hon. member has
asked a question to which I will not
reply, because I do not think it right
that such a question should be asked.
Until the member for Geraldton has had
an opportunity of stating his case, we
have no right, either as politicians or as
men, to condemn him unheard.

MR. Hronz: Then give him the first
opportunity of proving his charges.

MR. A. FORREST: Next Tuesday.
Mn. GEORGE: This session, as has

been said by the leader of the Opposition,
has been called for the special purpose
of federation; and the Premier has prac-
tically asked this House not to bring
forward any other business. [The Pas-
Mm: Hear, hear.] He has called upon
us to come here, at what is to many an
inconvenient time, to discuss the burning
question of the day; and for that pur-
pose I have attended this session. If
this motion be passed, and the member
for Geraldton be called on to answer for
what he is alleged to have said, I shall
certainly take every opportunity and
every chance I can get to see that every
other member of this House shall give
him a fair hearing; but I do ask bon.
members not to be precipitate, not to
hasten to stnike at a muan who is not
present to answer for himself.

MR. A. FORREST: We are not striking
him.

Ms. Hionnix: He can be here on
Tuesday.

MR. GEORGE : Though I do not
believe the statements made can be sub-
stantiated, yet I think we shall find the
hon. member can give some explanation
very different from those contained in

nwpprrep~orts. I also am thoroughly
cnicdit is quite right there should

be a full inquiry, because it is not
from the member for Geraldton alone,
but from the Press in different parts
of this country, that allegations have
been made against all and sundry
members of this House. In the gold-
fields Press it has undoubtedly been said
that members of this House have soiled
their reputations and damaged the
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honour of Parliament by accepting blocks
of ]and for services they should never
have rendered; and that is the reason
why I shall move for that return to-
morrow of which I have given notice,
because the next time I go to the gold-
fields, and when I am accused of belonggto a House which has so degraded itself
I shall be able to say, either that those
allegations are false, or, if they are true,
that I am ashamed to belong to the
Legislature of Western Australia. I shall
vote with the leader of the Opposition,
and I think the Premier, on consideration,
will find he will lose nothing of die
strength of his case by acting with
generosity to an absent opponent.

THts Panuza: He will be here on
Tuesday.

MnR. MORAN (East Coolgardie): -.Lam
not quite sure that we shall ever have
another session of this Parliament. I
doubt if we ever shall. Who can guaran-
tee it? The Government, which has
lived so long, may not live through this
session or through the next. It is pos-
sible this House muay dissolve before this
federation question is settled; and then
we dissolve never more to meet. The
members who are here now-at all events,
a good many of themn-may never come
back to this House. No man wants to
retire from Parliament, to find himself,
in the near future, in a. position where he
cannot effectively defend his character;
so "1now is the accepted time. " I
may say that on talking the matter
over with others, and with some in
authority, I advised that we should
not deal with the matter this session.
That was my opinion till the gravity
of the position was placed before me;
and nobody who has beard the Premier
this afternoon can doubt how he feels
about the matter. I do not think I
ever saw the right hon. gentleman so
deeply moved before as he was this
afternoon. 1, therefore, confess it would
be absolutely unjust to the Premier in
particular, as leader of this (Govern-
ment) side of the Rouse, and it. would
not be fair to the member for Geraldton,
to let this matter istand over; for sup-
posing Parliament dissolve this session
- -a thing which can and may, happen-
the member for Gerttldton may not come
back to Parliament. Then he must go
out of Parliament without having any

opportunity of substantiating his charges.
If anything happened to prevent that
hon. member being heard on Tuesday,
I for one should absolutely oppose any-
thing being done in this matter till he
was in his Bst; but let us bear in mind
that no attack has beeu made this even-
ing upon the membher for Geraldton -

none whatever. He is in one of two, or
rather one of three, positions. He was
misrepresented by the Press, in which
case it is due to us and himself to hear
him;- or he has made accusations which
prove him to be either a social purifier
and a, political ad Parliamentary purifier;
or, thirdly, he is something else which
rhymes accurately with purifier. He is in
one of these three positions. The man has
made base and groundless charges, or he
has made charges which will stamp him as
being at once a clever man, a courageous
man, and one who is not afraid to
attempt the task of cleansing the " Augean
stable " into which he has lately been
taken as an assistant. I say under these
conditions we must go on with this
matter now; but that, "must" need
not involve any undue haste. Next
Tuesday the hon. member will prob-
ably be here. If not, we shall adjourn
the inquiry. He should be given, and
must be given, a. fair trial. [MR.
GGony: By whomP] The whip of
the Opposition (Mr. Gregory) need not
bridle up in that way. We are not going
to make a party question of this, as he is
so fond of doing of everything. Who
can try Parliament ? I have seen it
advocated by members of Parliament,
and by the Press, that 'some outside
committee should be chosen to try this
House. Why, Parliament is the supreme
tribunal in this land, and if there be not
found inside the walls of this Assembly
Men who are able to try, this issue, there
are men in the 'Upper House who can do
it. But we will give the hon. member
(Mr. Robson) a "fair deali." We will
have no party committee, if I have any
power to prevent it. Every side of the
House shall be represented on the com-
nmittee, and it is only fair the hon.
member sh~ould be here, for the reason
that we cannot proceed to do anything
until we know the grounds of his charges:
because it might happen that I, for
instance, or any other member, might
find myself appointed on that committee,
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and might afterwards find that I was one
of the accused.

MR. TLLlNGWORTH: The whole House
is accused.

MR. MORAN: Uf the hon. member
(Mr. Rtobson) wants a " fair deal," he
must intimate that he intends to make
charges, and must give the names of
those whom he accuses; and those
members accused must have nothing to
do with the trial, except as witnesses.
That is the position. [SE-vFRAL MEN-
BEES: Hear, hear.] He will get a
fair British " deal," and we will
all hope that he will come out as
a man-that he has been misled. I
cannot for one moment imagine that the
hon. member could be guilty of saying
what he is represented to have said,
unless he has been imposed on. L et us
have the truth right out. No one wants
to live under these imputations, and I
am sure the leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Illingworeh) does not want to live
under them. I do not know any man
who can afford to give away an honour-
able name, which for some of us repre-
sents all the capital we have to live on;
at all events, we all started with that,
and let us wind up with it if we possibly
can an md if we are to go out of Parlia-
ment this session, let us go after havingy
had thesecha-rges inquired into. I speak
bitterly upon this, because a paper mn my
own constituency never issues a number
that does not refer particularly to these
charges as proven, and as charges that
the Government are afraid to take up.
The Kalgoorlie Miner repeats, in every
issue, that the Government dare not hold
an inquiry into this question. That is a
paper which represents a great party in
this country, the party which wants
separation. We cannot afford to sit still
nuder these charges. Yet while we are
jealous of our own honour, let us give
the gentleman who has miade these charges
due notice. He shall be given a fair trial;
and I believe the fairest method of doing
that will be to let him make his charges
in the open House, where the public can
hear them, and let every man accused
stand up publicly "ud defend himself.
These attacks have been made known in
other parts of the world, and there is only
one way to deal with them, that being
in open court. So we must have a
thoroughly unbiassed select committee in

this House, consisting of members who
are not implicated in any of the charges.
Then we shall see whetier there are any
members in this House who believe these
charges are true. Sneerers say, at times,
that we want to make a party question of
this matter; but I assert such is not the
case. We want a " fair deal," and we will
not allow any man who is a member of
the Assembly to make accusations of this
kind, unless we can bring him to book
and give him an opportunity to explain.
We know what would happen if such
accusations were made in the street,
individually. I support the motion
entirely in the interests of Mr. Robson,
whom I have had the honour and plea-
sure of calling " friend " in the past . He
is a gentleman who made a good impres-
sion in the House in the early part of the
session, and who, strange to say, all the
time he was here voted for the Govern-
ment which he has described as corrupt.
I await Mr, Robson's explanation, and
hope it will eventuate in the fair fame of
this House being reinstated, and in Mr.
Robson being able to resume h is seat once
more among us, as one whom we can
trust and who will trust us also.

uN& EWING (Swan): There is no
doubt the charges by the member for
Geraldton are serious; nor can there be
any doub Lt that they mustL be investigated,
and investigated coolly and deliberately,
absolutely" in dependently of any party
or political feeling. I was unlfortunate
enough to be absent from the Rouse when
the motion was, moved, but I understand
it to be that Mr. Robson shall be called
upon to substantiate or withdraw his
statement.

MR. MORAN: To explain.
MR. EWING: To explain the state-

ment. he is reported to have made.
MR. ILLINGwORTHf: On Tuesday next.
MR. EW-ING:- I think there are two

sets of parties interested in this matter.
The first is anl individual, Mr. Robson,
the second being composed of the
members of this House; and when a
charge of this kind is made, it cannot be
dealt with too early and too readily. If
these charges are trite, the public have a
right to know who are the individuals
referred to, and to deal out to them the
political punishment they so richly
deserve. on the other hand, if there is
no substance or truth in the remarks of
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Mr. Robson, the earlier an opportunity is
given to that gentleman of showing to
the public that he has made statements
which are without foundation, the better
for the community and this Parliament.
It cannot be a. pleasant thing for Mr.
Robson to sit amongst a number of men
against whom he has wade a charge, any
of whomn may be regarded as tainted with
the fraud that is charged aga&inst this
House. I think if he were here, he would
say, " Give me the earliest opportunty of
vindicating my position, or of withdrawing
my remarks." The community demands
an inquiry in the matter, and is entitled
to it. I say this without uttering a
word about the merits of the question.
Whatever may be the faults of the
Forrest Government. I would be the last
to charge them with cormuption; and,
altogether leaving out of consideration
the merits of the case, I feel justified
in saying that if Mr. Robson were
mn this House to-day, he would be
the readiest member to say, " Give
me that inquiry: let me either prove
the charges I have made, or give me
the opportunity of acting the part of a
man by saying I ame wrong, and with-
drawing the statement without qualifica-
cation." It is right that 'Mr. Robson
should be asked to explain the statement
he has made at the earliest. reasonable
opportunity; and that is very reasonably
met by the motion that has been moved.
I therefore support the motion on the
understanding and assurance that, if Mr.
Robson has not had sufficient time to
deal with the matter so as to place it
fully before the members of this House,
and to do justice to his ease, if he has a
ease, further time shall be allowedl. The
House is in duty hound to extend to him
every possible means that lies in its power.
When a charge is made against either
the whole house, the whole Ministry, or
any individual member, the utmost pub-
licity should be given in dealing with the
matter at the earliest possible moment.
Ay adopting this course the House will
he doing that which the country nbt only
desires but has a right to demanid.

MR. LEAKE (Albany):; For some
reasons given by the member for the
Swan (Mr. Ewing), I suppcrt the amend-
ment. The hon. member suggests that if
this matter had been brought to the
attention of the member for Geraldton,

that bion. member might possibly hav4
withdrawn the expressions, and no mon(
would have been said. If notice of thiE
motion had been given, an opportunit3
would have been afforded the iuembei
for Geraldtou to offer some reason oi
another; but the motion is sprung or
the House without notice.

THE PREMIER: On the very firsi
opportunity.

MR. LEAXE:. No; the first oppor,
tunity was a day or two ago, when thi
House met.

THE SPEAKER:' It is not necessary tx
give notice on a question of privilege.

MR. tEARE:- I know it is not; but
as a matter of fact, notice might hav(
been given on the Notice Paper, and w(
are all unprepared to discuss the question
which, at any rate, might occasion a good
deal of heat. I have no doubt the memheai
for North Murchison does not desire tc
discuss the question, because, no doubt
he has had an opportunity of discussing
it with the Government. We cannot shul
our eyes to the fact that this is a6 Govern,
went matter more than a Parliainentar3
one.

SEVERAL MEMBRES: Why?
MR. TEARE: Certain charges arc

alleged to have been levelled against tb(
Government in an after-dinner speech.

THE PREMIER:- No. This was atE
public meeting. We refer to the public
meeting at which the member for Gerald
ton addressed his constituents.

MR. [[BAKE:- That shows the neces.
sity for th is House having an opportunit3
of looking calmly and dispassionately aI

these papers, because if the Goverpneni
were so annious in this matter, we wont
have expected them to put up th(
Attorney-General to move the motion
rather than a private member in thn
person of the member for North Mur.
chison. But they have thought fit t(
adopt the course which has been taken
and undoubtedly they are strictly withii
their rights and privileges.

A MEMxBER: - Have they done what yot
assert ?

Mit. [[BAKE: Undoubtedly; becausn
I happened to notice on the papers laid
before the House a memorandum in tic
handwriting of the Premier.

THE PREMIER: The papers were sen:
to the Speaker with that note on the to!
of them.
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Ma. IJEAKE :That clearly stows,
does it not, that these papers passed
through the hands of the Premier ?

Tanz Fanuna: If they did, what does
it matter ?

MR. IjEAKE: Nothing. I am trying
to throw oil on the troubled waters, and
I ask hon. members to pause 'bfore they
enter into a discussion of this kind
without due consideration.

MR. EwING: The discussion will take
place when Mr. Robson comes.

MR. LEAKE: But I understood the
hon. member to say perhaps we might
avoid this discussion by a possible with-
drawa~l by the member for Geraldton in
the House. If notice had been given of
this motion., that opportunity would have
been afforded the member for Geraldton.

MR. A. Fonaxar: He can have it still.
MR. LEAKE: Ain I to understand

lion. members in this House will not be
satisfied with the withdrawal of the
statement, but will insist on the prosecu-
tion of the inquiry? Is that so?

TunK PRAxirmnt: It is merely an assumnp-
tion of yours. No one said it.

Ma. EWING: There should be no with-
drawal. Either there should be a state-
ment that the assertions are not true, or
the member for Geraldton should proceed
with them.

MR. LEAKE: That is quite right. I
suppose what the bon. member said just
now was not quite what he meant. How-
ever, that is by the way. What I
complain of is that the motion, that the
member for Genildton should be ordered
to attend in his place and explain, has
been made without any notice at all. I
do not think this House should make any
order, particularly an order of this kind,
without having had time to consider it.
The motion was very nearly carried on
the voices a moment ago, without a word
of explanation. The member for Central
Murchison (Mr. fllingworth) points out
that the member for Geraldton would
be guilty of contempt if he did not
attend. We want to give the member. for
Geraldton ample opportunity. I am not
desirous in any degree to burk inquiry in
this matter. There is no doubt the
member who made the alleged statements
is himself prepared to submit himself
to all1 proper authority, and to offer
necessary explanation.

MRIn. Urex: Are you sure?

MR. LEAKE: That interjection shows
there is an element of bitterness on the
Government side of the House, which I
not only deprecate but regret; and I
hope the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Higham) will avoid anything of that krind.

THE PREMIER: I suppose it is nothing
to be charged with dishionourable conduct!

MR, LE AKE: What has occurred only
shows the necessity of noting with a cer-
tain amount of caution and consideration.
I do not like members on the Govern-
ment side of the Rouse to prejudge this
matter, but I wish the House to give
everybody an opportunity of offering a.
full explanation; and if an explanation is
not forthcoming, let the person be dealt
with according to his deserts. No
authority has been quoted for the course
taken. This is the first timne suet a thing
has happened in this Parliament, and I1
think since Parliamentary Government
has been known in Western A-ustralia.
This is an unusual motion without notice,
and one would have expected it to be
supported with some authority. I have
no doubt that authority is handy, either
in the Parlicamentary Practice or in the
Standing Orders ; hut at any rate we
Were entitled to know something about it.
I say again I am supporting the amend-
ment proposed by the leader of the
Opposition, and there is force in what he
says. I trust that even if the amendment
be not carried, the debate on this question
will be adjourned until to-morrow or the
next day, because this has come upon us
as a sudden shock. Doubtless there has
been a rumour outside and in the Press.
I notice that the Government Press has
been agitating in this matter for a
considerable time, and urging that the
subject be inquired into. Still, that is no
meason why we should not approach this
matter with a certain degree of calm-
ness. No doubt we desire to maintain
the honour and integrity of the House,
but I cannot help saying that in the
course of time in this Chamber many
expressions have flown from both sides
of the House which, if you analyse
them and take their grammatical mean-
ing, or historical meaning for the matter
of that, impute very improper conduct,
and you will find that even from the
Government benches very severe remarks
have been maode. I myself have been
called a "1 traitor " before now, and it is not
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so many years ago -and I believe it is
still the law-that a traitor suffered
capital punishment; but nobody ever
thought that those words were used in
what we might call a personal sense,
because there was a certain political senti-
meut. So I dare say when we come to
inquire into the merits of this particular
case we shall find there was a political
element existing. There is not sufficient
before the House to justify the motion
being forced through - I say forced
through-this evening, without due con-
sideration and deliberation. I therefore
support the amendment moved by the
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
flkngworth); not with the idea of burk-
hag discussion, but with the intention
that the matter may be more calmly and
dispassionately considered. Nobody can
deny there was a certain amount of heat
introduced by the right hon. gentleman
(the Premier); and although I was not
astonished at it, yet that exhibition of
feeling should be alone sufficient to
induce us not to hurry this matter. We
are supposed to act in some way in a
judicial capacity, in dealing with this
question; and we ought not to approach
the consideration of so important a matter
when ouir minds are either heated or
biassed. I implore hon. members to con-
sider the amendmnent of the leader of the
Opposition, asnd, at any rate, to consent
to an adjournment of this debate to
another day.

MR. VOSPEE (North-East fool-
gardie):- For my part, ITam one of the last
members who would desire to burk inquiry
into charges of so grave and serious a
character. I am entirely at one with the
Premier in his desire to have that
inquiry as early as possible. Nevertheless,
I cannot avoid taking consideration of
arguments introduced on this side of
the House, and particularly one powerful
argument just used by the member
for Albany (Mr. Leake). Any ques-
tion involving the privilege of Par-
liament is in its nature very serious, and
should be approached with all due caution
and deliberation. I know that if a
similar episode had occurred ini the
Imperial Parliament, every opportunity
would have been given for ventilating
every side of the question; and not only
would notice have to be given, but a
lengthy notice to the member most con-

cerned, in order that, if he desired to do
so, he could work up a case against the
Government. If the member for Gerald-
ton (Mr. Robson) were able to muster a
majority in this House, he could proceed
by means of impeachment, and that form
of procedure would involve considerable
delay.

THE PREMIER: This is not a matter of
impeachbment, but of persona honour.

MR. VOSPER: I am not speaking of
impeachment on any question of policy.
Ministers in the House of Commons have
been impeached on charges of persona]
corruption, and that is the charge, sub.
stantially, made by the member fot
Geraldton against the Government of
this colony.

MR. HIOHFAM:, Against Parliament
generally; not against the Government.

MR. VOSPER: I read the charges as
being levelled, for the most part, against
the Government of the day and against
their supporters. The charges are not
levelled against this (Opposition) side of
the House.

THE PREMIER: We want inquiry, then,
and you won't give it us.

MR. VOSPER: In any Parliament in
the world, matters of this sont would be
approached with considerable delibera-
tion and caution, and particularly where
serious charges are made. I think every
opportunity should be given to the accusex
to formulate his charges in a propei
manner. As it is now, a very brief
notice has been given under the terms of
the motion, and the House is asked tc
pass the motion at a inoment's notice
Members on this side were totally unaware
that this matter was comning on.

SEVERAL MEMBERS: Nonsense! You
knew it was.

Mn. VOSPER: For myself, it is not
more than half an hour ago that I sug-
gested to the leader of the Opposition the
desirability of having this matter brought
before the House, for discussion.

*THE PREMIER: You wanted to urgE
us on, did youP

MR. VOSPERt: I suggested to my
leader on this side the desirableness of
having this matter discussed, not neces-
sarily now, but at some time.

Mn. M~OORHEAD): The hon. meinbei
who made the charges 'knew the grounds
of his charges on the 20th February whoa
he made them, if he had any grotunds
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Mn. YOSPIER: It is one thing to be
sure of your facts, and quite another
thing to be able to obtain the evidence
necessary to support them. The hon.
member (Mr. Moorhead), as a lawyer,
must he aware that it is a practice in law
to apply for repeated adjournments in
order to obtain evidence. In this ease,
the accuser will not be allowed sufficient
time, under this motion. This matter
has been. sprung on the House, and it is
not the kind of business that should be
sprung on members; but this is a ques-
tion that should be approached with every
caution, and the fullest opportunity should
be given to every member to examine the
charges contained in the particular news-
paper. We are asked to suddenly
decide on a matter of the gravest moment,
a matter that has no parallel in this Par-
liament, and very few parallels, in the
records of the British Empire. I wa's
somewhat amused at the sudden spasm
of virtuous indignation which has coins
over the Premier to-night. No doubt
the right hon, gentleman was thoroughly
sincere in the indignant manner in which
lhe repelled those charges. Nevertheless,
I cannot but be aware thiat for years
past, for Tour or five years at least,
allegations equivalent to these charges
have been made by newspapers in variou s
parts of the colony.

THRn PREmiEn: Not in regard to
Parliament.

MR. VOSPER: The public Press is
quite as important anl institution as
Parliament itself; and I recollect, in
particular, that one journal, the .Kal-
goorlie -lfiner, has made charges of this
character.

THE PREmiE& . Never of personal
dishonour, that I have seen.

AIR. VOSPER: Oh, yes.
Tan PREMliR: If it were so, I would

make them prove it.
Mn. VOSPER: That journal said the

Premier was the most politically crooked
'nan in all Australia,

THE Fa~uR na What is there in thati'
We are all crooked, politically, in the
opinion of some lpeople.

MR. VOS PER: The distinction made
by the right hon. gentleman is certainly
a subtle one, and would do credit to a
greater casuist even than himself. I
remember, also, that a charge of deliber-

ate fraud was published in the Kalgoorlie
newspaper, only a week or so ago, against
a company in which a member of this
House is known to be interested, and it
charged that company with conspiring to
swindle the Railway Department. It
imnpugned the personal honour of mem-
bers of the company -that personal
honour of which we hear so much this
afternoon.

MR. A. FORESr: That matter could
be easily explained.

MR. VOSPER: I say again that for
the last five or six years charges of this
kind have been made frequently in the
Press of the colony, and no action has
been taken by the Government to meet
the charges, except in one solitary unini-
portant case, wherein a member of this
House was said to hlave assaulted another
member at the back of this Chamber.
Among all the charges of this kind that
have been mahde in the Press during the
last few years, -we have seen only one
charge investigated by the action of the
Government in placing the c~ise before
the Supreme Court; and that case was of
so trivial a character that it was laughedl
out of court. Look at the position in
which the Opposition in this House are
placed over the action of the Governi-
inent. The Premier has arranged with
the leader of the Opposition that practi-
cally no business is to be dealt with
during the present session, except only
the Federation Enabling Bill. In con-
nection with the motion I brought before
the H1ouse yesterday, the leader of the
Opposition was written to, and when he
muet tue in this Chamber afterwards he
requested me to drop that motion for the
sveeia.purpose of giving facility for the

disussonof the federation question.
This arrangement ineans that Opposition
members aire to keep back all their
business, to keep back everything except
thisi one question of the Federation Bill,
no matter how important may be the
business of members on this side of tme
House. Matters quite as important even
as their " personal honour " may have to
be brought forward by members on this
or the other side of the House, and yet we
are asked to keep all this back, while
the Government, or a6 member on their
side, bring forward the niost disturbing
question they can think of.- This is done
at a time when we find members on both
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sides of the House agreed on the subject
which we have been called together
particularly to deal with; yet, while this
is the state of feeling, the Government
introduce this most disturbing question.
When members on this (Opposition) side
of the House are willing to drop their
business, in order that the House as a
whole may agree in passing the Federa-
tion Enabling Bill, this is the very time
that the Government, instead of the usual
" red herring," throw a, whole. whale on
the floor of the House. To bring a
motion of this kind forward at such a4
time is not treating the House fairly,
nor is it treating the Opposition fairly,
nor treating the member for Geraldton
fairly; nor is it treating themselves
fairly.

THE PREMIER: We want the member
for Geraldton to prove his words-his
charges of personal dishonour. That is
all we want. him to do.

Mn. VOSPER: You should not rush
through a matter of this kind.

Tnn PREMInEn: He can have as much
time as he likes.

Mn. VOSPE FL Let us have that
amount of delay -which the rules of
discussion provide for.

THE PREMIER:- You do not want
inquiry.

Mn. VOSPER: -I repel with scorn the
imputation of the right hon. gentlewan.
He is committing a gross breach of
courtesy in making that assertion.

THE PREMIER: I say they do not want
investigation. We want it, and will have
it, too.

MR. VOSPER! Very well, the right
lion, gentleman can have it, but at the
same time he will not prevent me from
opening my mouth in protest. I am
here to protest against the procedure
that has been adopted, not against the
investigation itself; and I will neither
be misrepresented nor abused by the
right lion. gentleman. I have protested
against the form in which the Govern-
ment wish to force on this investigation;
and the best proof of their desire to
burk a real investigation is their attempt
to force on one which from its very pre-
cipitancy must be a sham.

MR. GREGORY (North Coolgardie):
I move the adjournment of the debate
til Tuesday next.

SEVERAL MEMBERS: No, no.
Mn. MORAN: We are "running th

show," just now.
Mn. GREGORY: This matter ha

been sprung upon us.
THE PREMIER: Oh! sprung on you

You knew very well of its coming for
ward. You want to keep the quaestio
before the country-to keep it ]langinl
about.

Mn. MORAN: To makce an electio:
cry of it.

THE PREMIER:- As you have don
already on the goldfields.

Mn. GREGORY: I do not knoi
whether the Premier or I am addressini
the Rouse.

MR. MORAN: I ask you, Mr. Speakei
can a motion for adjournment of th
debate be discussed or spoken to
The hion. member moved the adjourn
inent.

Mn. SPEAKER: He must move
without speaking to it.

Motion for adjournment put, and
division being called for b y Mr. Gregory
it wvas taken with the following re
sult-

Ayes
Noes 23

Majority against ... ... 12
AYES. NOS.

Mr. George Mr. Doherty
Mr. HveLl Ur. Ewing
Mr. Holmes Sir-John Forrest
Mr. Lllihgworth Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. KingsmiLl Mr. D. Forrest
Mr. Lenke Ur, Hall]
Mr. Oats Mr. Hare
Mr. Solomon Mr. emtMr. Vosper 57ir. Bubble
Mr. Wilson Mv- Lotroy
Mr. Gregory (Tdla). Mr. Locke

Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Mlonger
Mr. Moran
My. Moorhiead
Mr, Pennefather
11r. Phillips
Mr. Please
Mr. Quinlan
Mr. 811ell
Mr. Thromel]
Mr. Wood
Mr. Rason (Telr).

Motio tu ne tivea, and the debatA
continued.

MR. MORAN (East Coolgardie) : I &i
not think this is a matter about whiel
we should waste more words. We cai
see the trend of events. I beg to mov(
that the question be now put.

MR. VosrEn. Oh, the gag!
Mn. A. FORREST: I second that.
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Motion put, and a division being called
for by Mr. Gregory, it was taken with the
following result:

Ayes ... ... .. 16
Noes ... ... .. 18

Majority against
AYES.

6ir John Forrest
Mr. A. F'orrest
Mr. D). Forrest
Mr. Bubble
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. U.1k,
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Moniger
Mr. Moran
Mr. Pennelaither
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Pima
Mr, sholl
tar' Throssel
Mr. Wood
Ur. Rsawn (Teller').

2
NOES.

Mr. Doherty
Mr. Ewing

Mr. EM]0jr9
Mr. Harer
Mr. H cI
MY. NiHti
Mr. Holmes
Air. Ifingwortb
Mr. Kingsumil]
Mr. Leake
Mr. Moorhead
Mr. Oats
Mr. Qiinu
Mr. Solomon
Mr. Vospeor
Mrt Wilson
Mr. aregory, (Teller).

Motion thus negatived, and the debate
continued,

Twx ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather):- After the discus-
sion that has taken place on this question,
in wvhich, unfortunately, much warmth
of expression has been made use of,
though I think pardonably, the timne has
now arrived when any further discussion
of this miatter ought to be deprecated,
having regard to the interests of the hon.
inember who is absent. With that object
in view, I think the proper course is to
pass the motion. If the hon. member is
unable to be present in the House on the
day fixed, he can advise the leader of the
Opposition or some other member to that
effect, and I feel certain that no hon.
member will in any way hamper the
member for Geraldton by giving, him
unduly short notice, or by compelling
him to prove his charges unless he is
fully prepared to do so. Any ample and
reasonable time that the hon. member
may require will, I am sure, be conceded
by this House.

Mn. ILLINrcwORTKE: This is an ordeir
of the House.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL:
Exactly; and being an order of the
House, it can be revoked or modified by
a further order; but the question now is,
can any real good be done by continuing
this discussion in present circumstances?
We are all agreed that it is unfair to
discuss the merits of this case either one
way or other, and any further discussion
may possibly tend to do that which wve do

not wish done; and I therefore think we
should decide this question of notice, for
the only point we are debating is whether
or not the hon. member (Mr. Robson)
shall attend in his place next Tuesday, or
whether the interval shall be prolonged
till the next ordinary session. Members
on this side, and I believe eveu on the
.other side of the House, are agreed on
the fact that undue delay would be wrong
for various reasons; but that any reason-
able time should be ranted to the hon.
member is, I am sure, the wish of every
niember of the Rouse.

Mn. HALL (Perth): No one has
attempted to discuss the merits of the
case, and I am sure the mover of the
notion had no thought in his mind that
the merits should be discussed this even-
ing. There was no course open to the
Government but to bring this matter
forwar-d at the very earliest opportunitv,
and that they have done. With regard
to Mr. Robson not having received notice,
I think this is a, notice. It is a notice to
get ready to prove his charges on Tuesday
next, and I feel sure that if he tells the
House that he is not quite ready, the
members of the House will be quite ready
to allow him further time. B3ut it is now
some time since he made these charges.
They have been ventilated in the Press,
and Mr. Robson ]knew perfectly well from
the Press and a. number of members that
he would be called upon to prove these
charges in the Rouse. Therefore. if the
hon. memaber is not ready, he most
certainly ought to be. I can only say if
Mr. Robson is not able to prove the
charges he hits levelled against the
members of the House, he ought at
once to withdraw, and T think he will
do so.

MR. WILSON (Canning): I simply
rise to take exception to a very strong
assertion by the Premier, that members
on the Opposition side of the House
desire to burk this inquiry. I think that
is a statement for which there is no
warranty.

THE PnsmutnS: What are you doing,
then ?

MRt. WILSON:- I maintain that mem-
bers on this side of the House are entitled
to be considered honourable, juast as much
as members on the Ministerial side.

Tarn PREuMIER: We are more implicated
than you are.
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MR. WILSON: I think that is all the
more reason why time should be allowed
to allay the warmth of feeling the right
hion. gentleman has now exhibited.

THE PREMIER: It is nothing to be
told you a-re dishonourable, I suppose?

Mu. WILJSON: I should be sorry
indeed to have this case inquired into by
the right hon, gentleman, in his present
frame of mind.

THE PREM1IER: I am not going to
inquire into it.

Mn. WILSON: I should be sorry to
submit myself to an examination, iu a
case of this sort or any other, when the
right hon. gentleman was so heated. To
assert that the members of the Opposition
wish to burk inquiry, and to occasion
delay in order that the matter should not
be inquired into, is unfair.

THE PREMIE-R: You ought to assist
us, then.

Mu. WILSON:- We do assist you. I
say that if delay in this matter will to
some extent allay the feeling of the right
hon. gentleman, that delay will be
warranted.

THE PREMIER: It is a month since
the member for Geraldton made these
statements.

MRt. WILSON: I do not care whether
it is a, monthi ago or not. This is the first
time the subject has been brought before
the house, the first time we heard that
action was to be taken upon it: we heard
rumours, but nothing of this motion. I
k-new nothing about it before; neither
did the nmembers on this (Opposition)
side of the House. We object to the
motion, and are justified in objecting
to it. Why should we not have our
opinions on this question ? T~f we think
the interests of the country will be best
served by deferring this matter to the
beginning of next session, why should we
not speak in support of such postpone-
ment?

THE PREMIER: We are to rest under
these charges all this time, are wed

MR. WILSON: You have rested under
the charges for the last three or four
months apparently, and it will not hurt.
you to rest under them for the next two
or three weeks.

TnE PREMIER: We will not do it, at
any rate.

Mu. WILSON: If you have a just
case, which I suppose you have---

THE PREMIER:- You do not know an.)
thing about it.

MR. WILSON: It will do no han
whatever to allow the member for Geralc
ton until the beginning of next sessioz
Let us get through with the question c
federation, and then at the beginning
the next session you can inquire into thi:
matter as f ully as you like.

THE PRExMIR: We shall have finishe
federation by Tuesday next.

MR. WILSON: I have not said wbs
tribunal I would propose. There at
outside tribunals that could inquire int
this matter, but the subject is one fc
subsequent inquiry. The question
whether the member for Geraldton sha
be ordered to be in his place on Tuesda
next to answer a charge.

Mit. MouRA: Not at all.
Ma. WILSON: That is as I undo,

stand the motion.
THE PRtEME: That is the motion.
MR. WILSON: It is an order of tl

House that the lion, member for 0-emit
ton shall be in his place on Tuesday ne).
to explain the remarks lie is allegedI
have made about the Government. Tt
member for Geraldton is not here t
night to hear the motion. He is awa,
He is at Geraldton, and possibly canin
be here on Tuesday; but, according I
the motion, he must be in his place o
that day, if the motion be passed. I
will be contempt of the House if he
not in his place..

MR. MORA&N: Not if he gives a reasoi
able excuse. If he cannot come, h1
cannIot.

MR. WILSON: I am sorry to say
cannot agree with the hon. member.
assert that if the motion be carried, tl
hon. memiber for Geraldton must be
his place on Tuesday next, otherwise I
will be guilty of contempt of the Roust
there is; no doubt about that. I hope td
Premier wvill not give a, public exhibitio
of his temper. I think it is about timr
now he controlled his temper.

THE PREMIER: I am not aeCUStome
to this sort of thing.

MR. WILSON:- It is only the meiubei
of the Opposition who are accustomedt
be abused. I do not wish to detract froi
the seriousness of the matter which is. (
will be, under consideration. DoubtleE
it is one of the most serious matters tl
House can be called upon to discuss
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consider, and I hope the House will give
reasonable time and opportunity to the
member for Geraldton, so that he may
prepare either his defence, whatever it
may be, or his explanation.

Tax PREMI.ER: We will give him time,
as far as I am concerned.

MRa. WILSON: I do not think that
bringing forward a motion like this at a
moment's notice, that the hon. member
shall be in his place on Tuesday next, is
giving reasonable time. I know nothing
about the merits of the case. I have only
seen the charges which have been read
out here, and I am not prepared to say
whether the hon. member has any evidence
or niot, or whether he can meet the
allegation.

Tn PREMIER: Nor I either.
MR. WILSON:, Then why have so

much temper about it?
Tan PREMIER: No temper at all. If

you had been placarded all over this
colony and all over the British dominions,
perhaps you would have experienced a
little feeling too.

Mn. WILSON: The whole thing is
newspaper report.

THE PREMIER: By a member of Par-
liament.

Mnt. WILSON: There is -no reason for
the right hon. gentleman to get into such
a temper and forget himself, and make a
senious charge against the members of
the Opposition that they wish to burk
inquiry on this important matter. I de-
precate such a statement, and I think the
best thing the Rouse can do is to grant
extfa time and pass the amendmnent of the
leader of the Opposition.

Mn. DOHERTfY (North Fremantle):
Members are a0l aware, I believe, that
Mr. Robson is reported to have said, a,
few days ago, that he ha-d all these little
things in his pigeon-holes. If so, I sup-
pose hie is prepared to bring them before
the House, to substantiate the charges
made.

Tas PREmiER: I expect the member
for Central Murchison heard the member
for Geraldton.

Mn. DOHffERTY: There is a feeling
on this side of the House that members
on the Opposition side arranged that the
member for Geraldton should not be in
his place to-day. The tone of the re-
marks made indicates that such was the
case.

MR. EwurNo That sort of statement
does no good.

Mnt. LEASE: That is another instance
of fairness.

Ma. GREGORY (North Coolgardie):
As far as the Opposition are concerned,
I desire to say I had not the slightest
knowledge that this matter was coming
on to-night. That is the reason we are
opposing the motion. We are opposing
it because it has been sprung on us.

THE PREMIER: You have information
about the member for Geraldton speaking
of corrupt government. You used it all
through your district.

MR. Gnxaonv: I have said things
nearly as bad.

MR. VosFEB (North-East Coolgardie):
I desire to know whether accusations that
members on this (Opposition) side of the
House are deliberately planning to keep
a member away, for purposes of their ownm,
are in order ?

THzE SPEAKER:; No. I do not think
they are in order. I think the observa-
tion is one that should not be made.

MR. DOHERTY:- I said the idea.
exisited on this side of the Rouse. I did
not make any direct accusation against
hon. members. I 'hope I shall never do
that in this House. I can only say any
members 'who will be prepared to wait for
months to vindicate their honour will be
doing an injustice to themselves and to
the people they represent.

Mn. ILLINOWOETH:; The inquiry now
will save two weeks. That is all.

Mn. DOHERTY: The member for
East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) says it is
possible the Government may not live at
fortnight. It is quite possible.

MR, WILsoN: You have something up
your slee-ve, then.

Mn. DOHERTY: We do not keep
anything up our sleeves. I repeat that
the Government may not be in power for
another fortnight, and may not have an
opportunity of vindicating themselves, and
why should the leader of the Opposition
and his followers be permitted to go to
the country with the question in an
undecided state F They would not say
their honour was touched. No ; they
would say that it was the honour of the
Government, and of the followers of the
Government, that was attacked. That
would be spoken to the detriment of the
Government and to the glory of the

Privilege-: 71



72 Privilege:[ASM Y] AsesosnAsmb.

Opposition. IFf the member for Gerald-
ton is right, every member on this side of
the House must resign his seat in Parlia-
ment1 no other course being open to him.
In such case we must go to the count-i,
and the sooner we do it the better.

Mn,. 5010 NEO (South Fremautle):
As a member sitting on the Opposition
side, I may say I knew nothing whatever
about this motion until the discussion
was opened. At the same time, I think
the charges madea against memibers in this
House are of such a serious nature that
the sooner they are substantiated or
it is proved the allegations are wrong,
the better. It appears to me that the
hon. member who is absent is merely
asked to appear here on a certain day, to
explain these allegations made at a public
meeting and reported in the public Press.
I repeat that the sooner he does appear
and deal with them, the better. From
what I know of him, I think that if you
ask, him, Mr. Robson himself will be only
too pleased to state here publicly and
before hon. membhers his opinion of the
charges; whether he thinks what he has
said bears the light of truth or otherwise.
For myself I shall vote for the proposition
to give 'him an opportunity to make his
charges at as early a date as possible.

At 6-30, the Srz,&nlrz left thle Chair.

At 7'30, Chair resumed.

Mu.. MOORHEAD) (in repily as mover);
I do not propose to deal at length with
the arguments adduced either in support,
of the amendment or the motion. As
there, appears to be a strange misconcep-
tion with regard to the object of ray
motion, I propose to state in a few words
my intention in moving it. Briefly,
then, it appears that some time about the
middle of February last, a. member of
this House, addressing his constituents,
is reported to have made certain charges,
primarily against the Government, but
indirectly affecting the honour of this
House. I have carefully guarded myself
against any expression of opinion as to
the truth of these charges, or as to
whether they were ever made; but takin
them as reported, they amount to this,
that the member for Qeraldton said the
Government were corrupt and rotten,
that they were kept in office by a group

of financiers who also paid certain mem
bers, and that the Government bat

atmted to bribe him in connectior
wit the Sluicing and Dredgig Bill
Therefore, without going at any lengtl
into these alleged charges. which are pui
into the mouth of the member foi
Geraldton through a newspaper report
and without considering their truti
or untruthfulness, we find that thes(
charges were publicly reported, and havi
been spread throughout the countr)
as emanating from a member of thi
Hfouse.

THE PREMIER: Spread throughout thf
world.

MR. MOORHE AD: Yes, throughoni
Ithe world, and subsequently been mad(

use of by members of the Oppositior
side, in allegig that the Government ci
this country were shown to he corrupi
and rotten to the core-howP By reasor:
of their attempts to bribe members ol
this House. Now, I submit that nol
alone are the Government of this countr3
directly implicated by charges of thii
description, but these chiarges reflect or:
everyv member of the House who supporti
the Government; therefore, when tht
leader of the Opposition (Mr. Ill1ingworth'
says notice should have been given of tlit
intention to bring forward this matter
anid that it is a breach of faith to hrin
it forward in a, special session convener,
for the purpose of dealing with thn
Federation Bill, and when he says thai
hie and the Premier have practicall13
arranged that no othier business should
be brought forward in this special session
my reply is that I do not care a snap oi
the, fingers for any arrangement whict

Imay have been made between the leadei
of the Government and the leader of the
Opposition for- limiting the subjects witt
which members of this House may deal.
in the present session. I ama here k<
defend my honour, when T consider thE
honour of this House is impeached.
when the honour of the Goverumeni
whom I support is impeached by a
charge of corruption. I may tell the
House that when I proposed this motion
I was under the impression that it would
be accepted by the Opposition, as well at
by members on the Government side,
because members of the Opposition arE
implicated in this general charge, though
perhaps not nearly so much as are
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supporters of the Government; and I
thou ght that members of the Opposition
would desire to vindicate the honour of
the House, and that they would scarcely*
consent to sit in the I-ouse for 24 hours,
to be brought into contact with members
on. this side -who are supposed to be
stpecially open to be bribed by the
Government, Therefore, in regard to the
complaint that a breach of faith has been
committed in my bringing this motion
forward without notice, I submit that
there -was no intention of committing any
breach of faith or tal~ing anyone by
surprise. The other argument used by
the leader of the Opposition is that the
member for Geraidton has had no notice,
and will not bare time to prepare his
defence. The memaber for Geraldton is
not called upon for his defence now.
The object of the motion is merely that
he shall be ordered to attend in his place
in the House on Tuesday next, and
explain these allegations. I take it that
this House will not constitute itself into
a comm ittee of inquiry; but that if the
explanation of the member for Geraldton,
when made here, is found to be unsatis-
factory, if he refuses to withdraw the
charges which he is reported in a
newspaper to hare mnade against the
Government, and against members in this
House, then it will be open to the RHouse
to take one of two courses--either to
appoint a Royal Commission or appoint
a select committee of this House, to
inquire into these charges. So far as the
inember for Geraldton is concerned, we
do not inquire forth with into the charges.
The objects of the ifiotion axe that
he shiall be here to explain from his
place in the House the charges be has
made, and to give hima an opportunity to
make out what may be called a prima
facie case in support of the charges he has
made against the Government, or a. with-
dr-awal of the charges and an explanation
as to how they were made, or how they
caine to appear in a newspapier as having
been made by him. As to this House
being turned into a committee of inquiry
and getting evidence in regard to these
charges, I do not think that course would
be considered for a moment; and there-
fore, so far as the mnember for Geraldton
is concerned, all he has to do is to attend
here by obeying the order of the House,
and to make out, if he can, a prima facie

Pcase, or to totally withdraw the charges
lie has made. If lie is not able to attend
here on the 29th instant, a, letter addressed
to the Speaker to that effect would no
doubt bring forth a resolution in this
House for extending the time for the bon.
member's attendance; but 1, for one,
.object to the present session being allowed
to pass over without some inquiry or
somie special action. being taken for dealing
with these charges. This is the more
necessary when we know that some hon.
members on the Opposition , side have
actually taken up these charges, and have
boldly thrown them at us, saying " Here
is the Government that is ruling the
country, and this is the way they do it!"
I say if there are members of this House
who are capable of receiving bribes, and
if the Government are such as to offer
bribes to secure their support, then the
sooner we get rid of this Government the
better, and the sooner we get a dissolu-
tion of the House the better. Therefore,
in moving this motion I amn very far fromn
endeavouriug to take the member for
O-eraldton by surprise. It has been
pointed out by some memibers of the
Opposition that the member for Gerald-

Iton should himself be one of the first to
assist in having these charges inquired
into. It is ridiculous to say that this
motion would not give time for the
meniber for Oeraldton to prepare his
defence: for I say it is not intended
to make inquiry' forthwith. But I say
that any member who would utter
such charges as thos0e reported to
have been made on the 20th February
-Ought to be sufficiently prepared to
substantiate theta on the 29th May.
Therefore I must oppose, and anm prepared
to vote against, the amendment, and to
support the motion which stands in my
name. I may add that a telegram has
been banded to me a moment ago, coming
from the member for Geraldton (Mr.
Robson). It is addressed to Sir John
Forrest, and reads as fellows -

I understand htoorhead moving to-night
concerning myself and Government. Can be
in my place by 11 toi-morrow night, if neces-
sary, bitt would prefer Tuesday, when I will

*meet you Ll; and am writing Mr. fl1ingworth
to that effect.

Therefore we have an intimation, such as
we all antiipated,~ that the member for
Geraldton will be one of the first to
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accept the earliest opportunity of offering
his explanation to the House.

Amendment (Mr. Illingworth's) put
and negatived.

Question put, and passed on the voices.

FEDERATION ENABLING BILL.

SECOND REAMING (Mavp-n).

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest): -£ have much pleasure in rising
to propose the second reading of this Bill,
which is intituled " An Act to make
provision for the acceptance and enact-
ment of a Federal C6nstitutiou for Aus-
tralasia." In this colony, federation has
been a much controverted question, which
has caused a. good deal of political trouble
and much difference of opinion; but I
am glad to be able to state that we
have now conic to an understanding-a
general understanding-withi the people
of the colony, and that, whatever differ-
ences of opinion may exist as to whether
or not we ought to have federation with
the other colonies, there seems to be a
general opinion, and I think it is the
opinion of a very large majority of the
people of the colony, that the question
is one which should be settled by the
votes of the electors. I am glad to say
that up to the present time this very
important question. so important really
that almost all others sink into insig-
nificance in comparison with it, hasa not
in this colony been made a. party ques-
tion. Of course there may be some
difference of opinion in regard to that
statement, because we cannot but know
that the Opposition in this House are all
of themn in favour of federation, or at any
rate have always been in favour of the
Federal Bill being referred to the people-
[Mr. LEAxxz: Hear, hear] -anid I do not
suppose that could come about merely
by chance; and therefore although both
sides--both myself and the leader of
the Opposition-have on several occa-
sions said that this was not a party ques-
tion, still, for one reason or other, a great
many questions which are not party
questions drift into something like party
questions. I think, however, that this
Oommonwe~lth Bill, which appears as
a schedule in the Bill now before us,
represents the views of a good many
people in this colony. Of course, I do
not mean for a momnent to say there is

not a very large number opposed to som(
of its provisions, but if we leave out z
few of those provisions, the general pro.
visions of the Bill meet 'with very con-
siderable support. I think I have always
maintained thlat the general character ol
the Commonwealth Bill is such that it
meets with a considerable amount ol
support from all sections of the coin-
munfity, and that it is only in regard kc
a few clauses that all1 thep difference of
opinion has arisen. I should like to say
once for all that, whatever may be said
in regard to members of this House who,
up to the present time, have opposed this
C ommonwealth Bill being sent to the
people, the worst that can be said about
them is that they are not satisfied that
the Bill sufficiently conserves the interests
of this country; and that being so, I do
not think they need ever feel any regret
at the action they have taken. It is very
easy to go with the stream, it is very easy
to join the crowd, but it requires a good
deal of pluck, a good deal of sell-control,
and also a good deal of stamina, for
people to stand up against the stream
and to express opinions which are not
altogether pleasing, and which may appear
in the lrger centres of the colony not in
accord with popular sentiment. For any
action I have ever taken--and I suppose
I have been abused more than anyone
else throughout this colony, and through-
out Australia-I have only to say I am
very proud of what f have done; and in
after years, when perhaps we are all
federated, and when we have almost
forgotten the difficulties we have had to
deal with in this colon 'Y, I feel pretty
certain that I shall not look back with
any regret upon the action I have taken
duriig the last year; because all my
ideas, all my desires, and all my interests,
so to speak, have been in the direction of
joining in the federation with the other
colonies; and the only reason why I1 have
not gone heart and soul into the matter
in the ternis of the Conmnonwealth Bill
is because I do not believe this Bill safe-
guards, to the extent I think it ought to
safeguard, the interests of this colony.
I am prepared to say we shall be able to
live under this Bill, that we shall
probably be able to flourish under this
Bill. We mnay have a great mnany
advantages under the Bill; but at the
samte time, I can see clearly that in the
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first years of federation there will be a
rent many disappointments, and a great
many heart-burnings; and I have no
hesitation in saying that we ought to
have better terms than we shall receive
in this Bill.

Mn& GEORGoE: Why did you not get
them at the Convention?

Taxz PREMIER . That is a long story.
There are a great many reasons. Those
who now are foremost in shouting "The
Bill to the people" did nothing at that
Convention, or very little. I do not want
to boast, but search the pages of the
Convention debates, and -find out who,
out of the ten members from this colony,
fought for Western Australia, How

*many Limes did some of these members
speak on the subject at all? I do not

*want to make any charges; the day for
charges has gone by; but I say, if
we had been more true to ourselves,
if we had better understood the matter,
if we had understood it as wrell as we do

*now, success would have crowned our
efforts. We did not realise that this
colony was going into federation. This
was a, fact that -none of the delegates did
realise, for all, or nearly all, the members
believed that Western Australia would
not enter thbe federation; and this is
Somle excuse for them, too; they had some
delicafy in interfering too much with the
details of a measure which they believed
the people of Western Australia 'would
-never agree to, and they thought that to
take too prominent a part in matters of
detail in the Commonwealth Bill would
be unduly interfering with other people's
affairs, when they thouight their own
people would never enter the federation.
well, some of us, at any rate, Were
awakened from that idea. I, perhaps,
had that particular idea myself, to some
extent; certainly the general feeling
amhongst the delegates was that Western
Australia would not join the union under
this Bill; and therefore when I say any-
thing that may be considered somewhat
harsh in regard to delegates not working
hard enoug-h, this point must always be
remembered: the reason why members
did not take a more prominent and active
part in the discussions -was because they
felt we were not going to enter the feder-
ation, and they were somewhat unwilling
-very unwilling, in fact-to interfere in
the details of the measure, or to interfere

with the decisions arrived at by the Con-
ventionas, when it appeared that the
chances were altogether against this
colony's entering the union. I can only
hope that if this Bill does pass, and if we
get to a, referendum of the people, every-
one in the colony will. vote.

Mna. GEoRGEn: Hear, hear. Everyone.
Tax PREMIER: Everyone who is on

the roll.
SEVERAL MEMBERts: No, no.
TaxE PREMIER: Do not get excited.

I warnt the Bill to go to the people.
Mn. Gxonox: - I am quite cool.
TH PREMIER: We all hear of

people very anxious to get on the roll,
who kick up a terrible noise about not
getting on the roll; and when they do
get on the roll, they will not take the
trouble to vote. That is the case all over
the colony. In Perth the other day, at
a most bitterl y disputed election, one-half
the'people on the roll did not vote; and
so it is everywhere. People will get on
the roll, and will not take the trouble to
vote; and others, again, will not even
lake the trouble to get on the roll, how-
ever easy the process may be made; and
it is even said that we ought to go round
and pick up such people and put them
on the roll, because the people are too
idle or too indifferent to register their
names. I think anything that is not
worth looking after a little is not valued
much.

Mn. GEORtGE: That cuts both ways.
TIRE PREMIER: But the hon. mem-

ber knows, for lhe is a man of the world,
that if a thing is worth having, it is
worth somne trouble to get; and if a
thing is so useless that people will not
take the slightest trocuble throughout the
whole year to obtain it, we may be sure
they do not value it much. I think it
very likely that this last action of the
Government in advising His Excellency
to call this Parliament together, and my
moving the second reading of this Bill
to-night, may have the effect, and I
believe it has had the effect, of cooling
people down a little. People do not seem
to have been in such a terrible state of
excitement over federation during the last
fortnight or three weeks, either here, on
the goldfields, or anlywhere else. They
seem to think that if the Government are
going to take the matter up, thiere is
something wrong about it; that there

Pederation BiZI: [23 MAY, 1900.]



76 Federation Bill: [A EBY]Seodrdig

cannot be so much in this federation
after all, if the Government are taking
up the matter; and, as I have said, I
think that in consequence of the Govern-
ment introducing the Bill, the interest will
not be half as great, when the elections
come off, as it would be if the Govern-
ment were opposing the measure.

Mn. GEORGE: -that means that the
Government are unpopular.

THE PREMIER: No. It is a general
practice in human nature. There is a
general sort of feeling that those in
authority are not so good as those in
opposition. Very often the men who are
opposing seem to have more friends than
those who are in authority. You need
not go far for an example. There are
plenty of things which the Opposition of
this House will oppose, in regard to
which they get cheered when they go into
the country. They get cheered for the
work itself, although they have opposed
it. There are, I assert, plenty of cases.
For instance, there is the question of the
dual title. The general opinion through-
out the goldfields is that the Government
did away with the dual title; that the
people of the goldfields were robbed
of their inalienable right and natural
heritage by the abolition of the dual
title, and there were groans against the
Government whenever people got tie
opportunity. The fact is that the member
for Albany (Mr. Leake) is the man who
did away with the dual title. He is more
responsible for that measure than the
Government, for the Government pro-
posal was a better one by a long way
than the one the hion, member introduced;
but we wanted. to do something, and we
could not do it without support, so we
took the hon. mnember's Bill, and the
people on the goldfields cheer him as if he
were the saviour of the country. The
alluvialists will cheer 'him the same as
the alluvialists of North-East Coolgardie
will cheer the mnemb er for North-East
Coolgardie.

M&. Vosvln: Sometimes.
THE: PRtEMIER. They forget that

everyone -who takes up a lease can bold
a third of it through the hon, member's
motion, the clause being a most mons-
trous one.

MR. GREGORY: You supported it.
THE PREMIER: Yes; we did it all

in a hurry. The boa. member (Mr.

Vosper) proposed that any man going
into the wilds of the colony anywhere
and applying at the Warden's Court for a
lease of what might be 24 acres of the
best alluvial ground, should be able to
hold a third of the lease until the warden
decided whether the ground was alluvial,
all that the lessee was to pay being
perhaps £2 to the Treasury.

Mn. VOSPER:' Seeing "you wanted to
give the lessees seven-eighths of the lease
for machinery. I think the compromise
a very good one.

THE PREMIER: I never proposed
anything so monstrous as that put forth
by the hon. member. The bon. member
will not tell his electors the facts of the
case. I say the hon. member for Albany
is responsible for the dual title. I only
mention this to show you how-

MR. LEAKE: How easily you can
change your mind.

Tue PREMIER: I only say this to
show you how people groan at u man as
an enemny, although he is really their
friend.

MR. KL&G5sMILL: The new alluvial
champion!

T-Rr EPREMIER: I know something
about any legislation I am responsible
for, and I never would have supported
the member for Albany but for the fact
that something had to he done. The
Minister of Mines introduced a Bill with
an interim title, and it was. a good Bill.

MR. Vosrp R: Absolutely unworkable.
THE PREMI1ER: I suppose the hon.

member (Mr. Vosper) has had no experi-
ence of mining or mining laws. He has
not administered mining laws for 20
years, as I have done. This, however, is
only by the way, and now I will come hack
to this Enrabling Bill. What T have said
was a little digression, and it is good to
digress sometimes to show people in their
true colours. We desire to beseen in our
true colours, and no one else should
desire to be known otherwise than in
their true colours, For a young State
like Western Australia-we are young in
regard to our prosperity and also very
vigorous-the step we are about to take
is very important, because I will assume
all through in what I say to-night that
we are going to pass this Bill either in the
,shape in -which I have introduced it, or in
some other shape not mnaterially different,
and that we are going to enter federation,
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because I think there is a tendency of
feeling throughout the colony that we
should not be isolated-I do not mean
isolated by territory. but isolated in senti-
ment-from the rest of Australia. 'This
is a very important matter, and one which
requires great consideration. It is one to
which people need to pay attention,
because no doubt not one mnan in a
hundred in this colony knows what
this federation is; and it is not likely
men should know. Not everyone is a
student or %. lawyer. Not everyone has
time to look into this question and clis-
cuss it and understand it. It would be
unreasonable to suppose that all have
been able to do so. Therefore, when we
have passed this Bill, and before we take
a referendum, it will be the duty of the
public men in this colony to place a plain
unvarnished tale before the people of
Western Australia, if the people will
listen to them. That is by telling them
what the Bill contains, pointing out
the good sides of it, and telling them
also the bad sides; because you may
depend upon it the Bill is going to work
adversely in some ways, and what the
electors have to decide is whether the
preponderance is on the side of advantage
or otherwise. And we must not look
only to to-day, we must not have our
views circumscribed only by the present,
but maust also think of to-morrow and
the future in dealing with this great
question; because even if things will not
be so good at the beginning, and if we
believe they will be better as time goes
along, we shall not be acting wrongly in
saying we will undergo the ordeal and
take time p lunge, falling into line with our
fellow cdonists in Australia, to try and
build up in this Southern Ocean another
nation uder the Crown simnilar to the
old country. For a, country to give up
its autonomy, its power of self-govern-
ment, its control of its own affairs, is just
about the same as a man giving up the
control of his business. I do not know
that it is exactly the same, but I think
the question will be brought home to all
of us by comparing the Government with
a thing which belongs to you absolutely,
but which you propose to hand over to
some other people for them to join with
you in the management; entering into a
partnership, in fact.

A MEmBR:. An indissoluble partnership.

THnz PREMIER: Yes; there is this
about it, that you cannot get out when
once you have entered. Therefore, you
must be very careful before you put your
head into the noose. In this country,
thanks to a. wise beneficent Imperial
Parliament, we are at the present time a
sovereign State for all practical purposes.
We are loy at subjects of the Crown, and
some of our laws have to receive the royal
assent, but very few, and in fact, as I said
before, for all practica purposes Western
Australia6 is a sovereign State, able to
manage its own territory and its own
business, untramimelled, unrestricted, by
any power on earth. We can sell al our
lands as we like; we can give them
away;, we can do anything we like with
the territory which that wise, beneficent
Imperial Parliament has entrusted to our
care for the good of the people of this
country for ever. We have the fee
simple of a million square miles of
territory, a third of the Australian
continenit, and one would have thought
our position one of great responsibility
and quite enough to satisfy 175,000
people; but our ideas of nationality seem
to want more. We are not satisfied
with our present position, while we are
divided from the rest of Australia by a
thousand miles of practically unoccupied
country. You cannot get to the rest Of
Akustralia, unless you go across the sea for
three days, except by a tedious land
journey of over a thousand miles; but
notwithstanding this fact, the people of
this country scem to desire and yearn for
a closer union with their fellow colonists
in the rest of Australia. They want to
build up to a greater extent than they
think th ey are build ing up under existing
conditions, a commnonwealth, a uation in
fact, subject to the Crown in England; a
natjon unitedI for many federal purposes
as set forth in this Bill. The Common-
wealth is not only for to-day nor to-
morrow, but for ever. It is indissoluble.
We are going to bind ouirsetres to join
and never separate again, unless of course
we are separated by' an 'Act of the
Imperial Parliament. That wouild bethe
only thing. An Act of the Imperial
Parliament could sever u1s aS it Muits Us.

Ma. MORAN:- That is not so certain.
THE, PREMIER: Oh, yes, itis certain:

I think that would be all right. The
power of the Imperial Parliament at any
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rate will remain. The chief reason why
we desire this change, the chief reason
operating no doubt in our minds, is one
that does us ver 'y great credit, because
I do not believe that anyone in this
colony, who has any knowledge of public
matters and takes the trouble to look
into them, thinks he is going to haveiany
great material benefit at the present tme
It is not likely that such benefit will
occur now. Of course I know in the
other colonies they do expect material
benefit. As I have told you before,
South Australia expects to have her corn
and wine admitted into all the Australian
colonies free, whilst Victoria wants her
manufactures admitted free, and Tas-
mania her fruit free. As to New South
Wales, I think she has not so much to
gain; but Queensland wants sugar to be
sent in free all over Australia.

Mn. MORAN:- And cattle.
T13E PREMIER: Cattle and sugar.

I think the sugar exported from Queens-
land last year was of the value of
something like a million and a half, the
value of her cattle being something sini-
lar. Queensland will have these things
admitted free, and there is no denying
the fact that she will benefit by federa-
tion. She has nothing to lose and every-
thing to gain. As far as I can see, South
Australia has a good deal to gain, and
not very much to lose. We 'know that
Victoria hopes to gain very much. Tas-
mnania also hopes to gain very much, but
whether she will or not, I am not so
certain. 'New South Wales is in the
position of the mother of the family, and
I am of opinion she thinks that with her
vast resources and her large population,
with her coal and iron, and her position
generally as the wealthiest of all the
colonies, she will be able, at any rate, to
hold her own. In fact, Mr. Reid aptly
put it when he said that when you put
a terrier in with a lot of kittens, you
know which will get fattest first.

MR. GEORGE: He does not know what
dogs eat.

THE PREMIER: Western Australia,
is full of l6yalty to the Crown, full of
patriotism, and full of a desire to join
bands with the people in the Eastern
colonies. I think our desire to join
without a clear prospect of gain does us
great credit. We think oar action will
strengthen the Empire, and that our

political life will be widened and elevated.
We think, too, we will probably be able
to hold our own. I do. Notwithstanding
all our disadvantages, I believe we will be
able to hold our own, thanks to the
industry of our people and our great
resources. I do not care where I stand,
whether in this House or anywhere in
Western Australia, I shall try and put
this matter before the people of the colony,
and I will tell them that I will vote for
this Bill; but Ilam not going to tell them
either here or anywhere else that I can
see any great beneft to Western Australia
for somne time to come. In fact, I think
there will be a great many difficulties. for
us to overcome. I shall be charged, as I
was when I spoke last year, with making
an unfederal speech.- I ami not making
an unfederal speech. I am a federalist. I
desire to federate, and I will vote for this
Bill and take the risk of it; but at the
same time I must not try to deceive the
people. I am trying to set the matter
before. the people of the colony in a fair
way, and let them judge, and I hope that
when they have heard what I have to say
they will come to the conclusion at which
I have arrived-that the best thing we
can'dc is to throw in our lot with the rest
of Australia for good or for ill. As I
said before, our pride in the future, and
it will be a very great pride too, will not
be so much that we are Western Aus-
tralians as that we are Australians. Our
pride wvill be in our country, the whole of
Australia, the same as is the case with the
Caiadiams and the Americans; and we
have this to guide us also, that in Canada
and in the United States-and this is a
good argument which may be used by any-
one-the people have not suffered through
federation.

MR. MORAN:- We do not know that.
THE PREMIER: We do. I have

travelled through Canada., and I have
used t-his argument before. You cannot
come across a Canadian, in fact I never
came across one, who says he does not
think federation was a good thing for
Canada.

Mn. MoRANq: Under the terms they
got.

Tns PREMIER: They have forgotten
all about termns; and so it will be with us.
In after years a new generation will rise
up in this country who will forget that
we were ever divided, and will only think
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of the nation as a, federated Australia,
Australia as a whole. It seems to me
the only drawback to us, andone of which
we ought to get rid, is isolation. We are
so cut off from the rest of Australia., that
we shall have to get rid of the isolation;
and Fremantle will have to be made the
-first port of call from Europe, and there
will have to be an overlandl railway to
Port Augusta. We have all been very
proud recently-I am sure I have been,
and no doubt hon. members and people
in the colony have. been proud-to fee
that we were able to render some little
assistance, though perhaps not required,
to the mother land in dealing with the
trouble in South Africa. This colony
will never again have an opportunity of
that kind, if we enter federation, because
we shiall not have the power to raise
troops In this colony, and our glory and

pride will be in the troops that will go
from usrai as a, whole.

MR. Monx:-m That is exactly the case
now.

THEP PREMIER: In fact, there will
be no soldiers here, and no volunteers,
because the control of military affairs in
Australia will be entirely under the
Federal Parliament. We will never be
able to raise money by customs duties after
we enter the federation ; and perhaps
some persons will say, "1Thank goodness
for that!" But if we cannot do it by
laws passed in this colony, the Federal
Parliament will have the power to regu-
late customs duties, and it may be done
by those who will not be so miint in
symnpathy with people here as are the
Government under the present system.
You will not be able to cry out so easily
against the Government, when it is two
or three thousand miles away, as you do
now; and if you have a Town Hall
meeting, it will not have such effect on
the Federal Government, so far away, as
perhaps such a meeting would have on a,
Government in the colony. That perhaps
will be a goad thing, for I think there is
much to be said in favour of the Govern-
mnent not being too close, because the
effect is to induce a good deal of agitation
which does no good. Whatever may be
the benefits of the new system, we should
not forget that uinder the system of
government existing in this' colony, we
have been able to change the face of the
country, by covering it with railways and

telegraphs and public works of various
kinds. Yet, although we are well aware
that so much has been done in this way,
we also know that some people here are
not satisfied with what has been done,
and they want something more or some-
thin different. They will elyuta
the Government who have done all these
things have done only what these fault-
finders could have done if they had had
the money; that they could have bor-
rowed money and spent it as well as the
Government here have done. They forgot
all the while that it is not the borrowing
of money, but it is the way the money is
expended, that is the real test of good
government; and the fact remains that
throughout this country we have made
railways and roads and erected public
buildings, and extended telegraphs, and
supplied many conveniences; and, I say,
not a man can show that there has been
any expenditure of magnitude that has
been ill-spent. In entering the federa-
tion, we shall give up our right to legis-
late on many important questions, many
more than most persons in the colony
and even more than members here
arc probably aware of ; because in the
Oommonwealth Bill, many subjects are
mentioned on which the Federal Parlia-
ment will have power to legislate, and
their legislation will over-ride any local
legislation in the several States. Looking
at this list of subjects on which the
Federal Government can legislate, we
may be subject to constant annoyances
for il long time after entering federation
until we get used to the change, for we
shall have to give up legislation on many
subjects with which we have hitherto
dealt in this colony, and the legislation
of the Federal Parliament will supersede
any legislation by the local Parliament.
This transfer of power may cause a good
deal of friction, for though the Federal
Bill does not prevent us from legislating
in regard to various matters mientioned in
Clause 51, yet it gives to the Federal
Parliament the right to legislate, and
our local legislation will be over-ridden
wherever it comes in conflict with federal
legislation. There is no doubt, and I
hope everybody will acknowledge it, that
under federation there is going to be a
great change in this colony; that we are
going to be a subordinate State, as
compared with our present condition as a
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sovereign State; for we are a sovereign
State now, having complete control over
those matters which under the federal
system will he transferred to the control
of the Federal Parliament. We shall
still be able to make laws on various
subjects, and be able to raise revenue in
various ways; but all these will be subject
to the superior power of the Federal
Parliament, the State Parliament being
subordinate. There is something I would
like to mention to members to-night, and
as all ought to know it there ia no reason
why I should not mention it, and that is;
that this House will be subordinate in
dealing with those subjects in regard to
which power will remain to it to legislate;
for tire legislation passed in this colony,
as a subordinate State, will be subject to
the higher authority of the Federal
Parliament on the same matters; for
as soon as the Federal Government have
legislated on any subject which in any
way, interferes with our local law, the
effect will be that our local law will
have no force, and the law of the
Federal Parliament will supersede it.

Trade and com merce " is one thing which
will be governed by the Federal Parlia-
ment, and it will take all the lawyers in
the High Corts of Australia to define
the limits of the power of the Federal
Parliament on this wide subject. Then
there is "taxation ": that is a good
big word, and the Federal Government
can tax everything in Australia except
the lands belonging to each State. I
remember the Ma yor of Perth (Mr. A.
Forrest) saying Once that thle Municipal
Council would have the first show of
taxation in this city under federation;
but I told him he would come No. 3;
that when federation takes place, the
order of taxation will be first the Federal
Parliament, secondly the Parliament of
the State, and thirdly the council of the
municipality. It may be that I am
looking too much on the dark side of
things, but I do not think so. I want to
point out what will probably happen
under federation. You 'know that the
people in Australia, as a whole, are
regarded as being very democratic; and
the mass of the people having the power
of the votes, the tendency always 'hasI
been, and will be under federation, to
relieve the working 'people as much as
possible from the pressure of taxation.

It is quite right too, because those whc
can afford. to pay taxes are the best
persons to tax, and not to tax those whc
are ill able to afford it. If you put i
small tax on an immense number ol
people, the result is to bring in ax
immense sum of money; whereas if yot
put a higher tax on a few people win
may be better able to bear taxatior
individually, if you tax the few who an(
rich, your tax will bring in very little
because it will touch so few persons
That is one reason why the Salvatiot
Army flourishes so much, for it assists
and works with the operative classes
who are so many that a. small contribution
from a large number of people brings in
a larger revenue than if the managers ol
that organisation were working only witi
a selected class, a. small number. If you
can only get the mass of the peoplE
to contribute their miites towards tax-
ation, you will do far better for revenue
purposes than if you get the wealthy
classes to contribute larger amounts
individually. The tendency of the federal
system will be to have free-trade as far
as possible. That is the tendency of the
democratic politician.

MR. MORAN: No; it is the opposite.
THE PREMIER: I do not think so.

The object of the democratic politician is
to try and tax land and property, so as to
avoid. a high customs tariff.

Mr. MORtAN : No, -no.
Tnn PREMIER:- In the first place,

you must have a certain revenue for
icarrying on the worki of government, and
Sew miy depend upon it that free-trade

NwSouth Wales will not be willing to
have a, high federal tariff; that people
who have been accustomed to get goods
imported free will not be willing, under
federation, to have a high protective
tariff;i and my opinion is that the
tendency of legislation-I do not say at
the beginning, for I have no doubt that
at the beginning the Federal Parliament
will have a high customs tariff--the
tendency will be to reduce the customs
:tariff, and the resnlt will be that property
-will be taxed probably to a, larger extent
than it is at present. Then there is the
qfuestion of -,bounties," wvhich will be
entirely under federal control. We have
not had much experience of bounties in
this colony, but it has been the custom in
other places to give bounties for encourag-
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ing production. We in this colony will
have no power, under federation, to offer
any such encouragement to local produc-
dion, because that power will be exercised,
if at all, through the Federal Parliament.
Postal, telegraph, and telephone services:
the control of these will pass from us to
the Federal Parliament, and I may here
mention the action I took at the Federal
Convention in Melbourne, in endeavouring
to reserve the control of these services to
each State. One does not always get
credit for the good he attempts to do, but
is often blamed for what he has not done.
At the Melbourne Convention, I moved
that the control of the telegraph and
telephone services within the colonies
should he retained by each State, and that
only the postal service and the telegraph
service beyond Australia, dealing with
the outside world, should be under the
control of the Federal Parliament. In
that endeavour I was defeated. I would
like to know how it is pos??ible that the
Federal Government, with its executive
two or three thousand miles away, can be
expected to manage the postal service in
this State,. together -with the telegraph
and telephone services-I want to know
how this can be managed at so great a
distance from us, and give so much
satisfaction a-s does the management by
a Government in this colony. The
thing cannot be done. If a person wants
a telephone erected, or extended some
distance, he will have to see thle local
postmaster, who will be tinder federal
direction, and that postmaster will have
the power to say, if he chooses, " I cannot
do it," or he may say, 11I will not do it."
You may depend upon it that having the
power, these federal officers located here,
as in each State, will use their power, for
we know that autocrats are built that
way. If you put an official in a position
where the central authority cannot get
at him, that official will soon develop
into an autocrat, if he was not one before.
Take, for example, the telegraphs which
we have built all over these gold fields:-
will anyone tell me that these could have
keen done as quickly or as well if the
work 'had been under the direction
of an Executive Federal Government,
located far away from this colony. My
opinion is that we can manage our
own business, in regard especially to
telegraphs and telephones, far better

through a Parliament sitting here than
will be the case if these services are
tinder the control of the Federal Parlia-
nient. At the Melbourne Convention,
we were unable to carry my proposal, and
therefore the control of our telegraphs
and telephones, and of our postal service,
will pass from us under federation, and
-will be transferred to the Federal Gov-
ernment. Naval and -military defence:
this maust necessarily pass to the Federal
Government. We have not done much
in a military direction in this colony, but
if anything does become necessary it will
have to be done for us, and not by us.
Lighthouses: we have built a few, and
-we hope to get more, but the control of
these will also pass to the Federal Gov-
ernmeit, and whatever has to be done in
future must be done by themn. Quaran-
tine: we have managed this, hitherto,
but tinder federation the management
will pass from us. Currency, coining,
legal tender, and banking: I think that
to transfer the control of these things
will be beneficial. Naturalisation, immi-
gration: these also will be controlled by
the Federal Government. We have been
able to pass laws limiting the introduction
of alien labour, but we will not be able
to deal with this subject, as the Federal
Government will have control. Influx of
eriiniual : we can prevent this, at the
present time, but the Federal Government
will be able to legislate so as to take that
.out of our hands. These are a, few of the
items on which our power to legislate
will be over-ridden by, or be made sub-
servient to, the power of the Federal
Parliament. It may be said, and I have
no doubt some of my friends on this side
will say, that if all these things are to be
given up by our entering federation, why
should we consent to give up all these
powers and privileges which we have
hitherto exercise4' as a sovereign State?
My answer is that the people seem to
wish it. I believe the people of this
colony wish to give tip these privileges
I have referred to, and become part
and parcel of one Australian people,
to work out our own destiny as a, nation.
The desire throughout, and I think it
deserves commendation, is that we shall
be stronger ais a, nation than we can be as
separate States. I cannot do better than
give the reason stated by the much-
despised Joint Select Committee, whose
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report, I think, was a Very wise one, :nd
one that will stand the test of time,-
and is certainly worth repeating.Th
committee said:

They recognised that, under federation,
Australia will occupy a higher plane in the
world's opinion, and that it will tend towards
the consolidation of the Empire in this part
of the world.

These are considerations that should
weigh with all of Lis, that it will tend to
the consolidation of the Empire and make
it stronger. Besides all that, if we cam
say, notwithstanding the disadvantages
which I have pointed out, that we would
be able at the same time to hold our own,
if not at the beginning, yet shortly after-
wards, then I think these considerations
should have great weight with is. In
regard to this Bill, I should like to point
out that although I have referred to
federation and its disadvantages, and also
to its advantages, that question does not
really arise now. There is no great
necessity to deal with that question on
the present occasion, unless we come to
the conclusion that this Bill is so bad
that we feel justified in saying we will
not send so bad a Bill to the people of
this colony to have a voice in regard to'
it. I said, when speaking here somne
time ago, that in my opinion the.Bill was
not of that character; that I thought it
was not such a Bill that I could say to
myself, "It is so bad that I will not do
anything to let the people have a, voice on
it." I said at that time that it was a
Bill which was not liberal enough in
regard to this colony; that it was not a
Bill the people should decide to accept.
I also Raid we should refer the two Bills
(this Bill and the amended Bill) to the
people. I was sorry at the time that the
two Bills were not so referred; but I am
not sorry now, because I think the people
will be in a better position to judge on
the matter than they would have been at
that time. It will be for the people
themselves to say; and although we
represent the people in this House, it is
no use our thinking we can carry on the
management of this country against the
wishes of the electors. The majority
must rule in a democratic country; and
we always say, when we address public
meetings, voz populi is voz dot, and
we believe the decision of the people
when expressed m~ a proper mauner is

not very fa fromn the miarkc. 1 must
say it w a as some disappointment to me
that the debate last evening on the
Address-in-reply was so short. I should
have liked to hea- more said in
the debate, and I fually expected the
member for Albany (Mr. Leake) would
have addressed the House after the leader
of the Opposition (Mr. Illingworth) sat
down. I did not come prepared to make
a speech on that occasion, but I came
prepared to make a reply; and as theme
was nothing to reply to, I had nothing
to say. I did not think it necessary to
make a speech, because I intended to
make one on the second reading; but I
regret there was not something muore
said on that occasion. We could have
very well filled up yesterday evening with
some wise observations from gentlemen
on the Opposition benches. But although
that was a great disappointment to me, I
cannot finish what I have to say to-night
without referring to the great pleasure
afforded me by the speech of the member
for East Goolgardie (Mr. Moran) on the
Address-ini-reply. I think, whatever
opinion hion. members may have in regard
to the conclusions the lion. memuber
drew or the statements lie made, everyone
must have regarded that utterance as a
mnanly and independent one; and another
thing which pleased me very much was
that throughout his speech his sentiments
seemed to ]ne to be those of a man
anxious for the permanent welfare of his
adopted country, and there was no quali-
fication or reservation about it. The
hion. member had not come here to mince
words. One could see that out of the
fulness of the heart the mouth spoke;
and I think I may say to the hion.
member, on behalf of every member on
this (Treasury) bench at any rate, that
his speech, whether we do or do not agree
with all of it, did the lion. member great
honour, and ought to be a very valuable
contribution to the literature of this very
important subject.

MR. LEAKn: It was anti-federal.
THE PREMIER: I do not think so.

I think he set forth both sides of the
question. Some people will tell us this
House has no right to deal with this
question except by referring it to the
electors. Although I intend, before I
sit down, to ask lion, members to pass this
Bill and refer it to the electors, I am not
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'going to tell themr that they have parted-
because they have not parted-with any
of their constitutional powers. This
House has in no way parted with any
power it possessed as the representative
of the people of this colony ; and there-
fore we have a perfect right, and always
had a perfect right, to deal with this
question in the way we think best.
As to the referendum, we must not
forget that the referendum is now being
used in all the colonies of Australia for
the first time. Until recently, we knew
very little indeed about this referendum.
It is a foreign plant, of foreign growth,
which hats recently been transplanted
into Australian soil; and in regard to it
I can only say, if we want to maintain
the constitution of this country on the
basis of the constitution of the mother
country, we shall have to be very carefui,
or else this referendum will sweep away
our constitution, which is moulded on the
constitution of Great Britain. We soon
seem to get used to new things. It is
curious that, in the mother country,
this splendid plant has never been intro-
duced. There they have had great comn-
motions, great political troubles; they
have had all those troubles in connection
with Home Rule, and many other agita-
tions; but we never even heard anyone
of any importance suggest that a referen-
dum should be taken; and, in fact, it is
unknown at the present time in the
mother country. But it has been adopted
here, and it seeing to have had a very
great growth.

MRt. VosPER: It is used in Eng-
land for local government or municipal
purposes.

THE PREMIER: All I can say is, we
will have to be very careful as to our
constitution. We will have to make up
our minds very soon whether we axe to be
governed by the referendum or by a
constitution based on the British Con-
stitution. This Commonwealth Bill has
been adopted by all the other colonies-
by Victoria, South Australia, New South
Wales, Queensland, and Tasmania; and
as two-thirds, I suppose, of the people of
this colony, or somewhere about two-
thirds of the people at the present time,
hail from one or other of those colonies,
those people quite outnumber, I expect,
the rest of their fellow colonists ; and it
is not unreasonable that they, coming

from the Eastern colonies, should be of
opinion that they should have the same
opportunity afforded them of voting upon
this Bill by a referendum, as has been
given to their kindred in the other
colonies. We may tell them they have
never had it before in the history of this
colony; we may tell them that for 1,000
years and more no such thing has ever
taken place in any British country. They
will tell us it is their right, and that we
are taking away their right from them-
a right which neither they nor their
fathers, nor their fathers' fathers ever
had; but still they know their kindred in
the other colonies have had it, and they
say, " We want it too.' Welt, I believe
it would not be more difficult to keep
back the waves of the sea than to try to
make the people of this colony believe
that they should not have a vote in this
referendum on the question of federation.

MRt. ILLINGWoRTH: And at once.
THE: PREMIER: I say those are the

facts, whatever people may think about
them. Personally, I do not like the
referendum, and one of my reasons is that
I have never got used to it. I do not
know whither it will lead me; therefore I
am careful: I do not want to trust myself
to a ship that may wreck me.

MR. MORAN: ' Lead us not into
temptation."

THE PREMIER: And I do not like
it. But I am convinced the majority of
my fellow colonists here are determined
they will have it, and I am not going to
block the road; I am not going to stand
up and say to them " You shall not have
it," when I know they will have it. In
fact, I think they have a good deal of
reason on their side, because they say:
"All the rest of Australia has had
it; three millions of people in this conti-
nent, the same people, of the same race,
having the same religion, the same cus-
toms and habits, and the same tmudi-
tions as ourselves, have had it; and why
should not we be in the same position as
they ?" There is a good deal of reason
in that, and therefore I think, seeing that
over three millions have had the refer-
endum in the five different colonies of the
East, we ought not to say, "Well, you
shall not have it." My opinion is, the
people should have it, and that is the
reason why I shall ask hon. members to
support this referendum to the people.
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Of course, men are actuated by all sorts
of motives. I suppose everyone believes,
or at all events hopes, that this change
will be for the better. Mind you,
we like change, especially if we are
not "flush" of money. Then we think
a change will not do us any harm.
and it may do some good. A man with
at good estate and living comfortably
does not want change; but the man who
is working for his daily bread and at the
end of the week has nothing, says to
himself, " I am getting only enough to
live on; this change will do me no harm,
and I think it will do me some good; let
me try it." There is no doubt most of
us like change. Some people even desire
a change of Government. Although this
Government is so beneficent, still some
people seem to think they could do better
with a new one, though I believe they
altogether forget what Shakespeare makes
one of his characters say:

rather hea those ins we have
Than fly to others that we know not of.

MR. ILLTNGwORTH: You admit they
are ills?

THe PREMIER: I believe there are
ills everywhere, every day: I feel them
myself. Unless you think the milleninin
has arrived, I am sure you must admit
every thing is not plain sailing, whether
with Governments or with private indi-
viduals. However, these people believe
federation will do them some good, and
that is why they want it; and they do not
think it will do them any harm, or they
think, if it does someone else harm, it
will not do them any harm; and they
believe high wages. cheap food, and good
times will aill follow the federation. I
hope they may. For my own part, I do
not think there will be very great changes
in those respects. I do not think wages
will be higher, or food very much
cheaper; but at any rate, I hope the
times will be good. I speak for myself
as well as for other hon. members,
and I say: if anyone in this House
looks into this matter-and I have no
doubt all we responsible people have
looked into it, and it requires looking
into, too-if such a one thinks permanent
disaster is coming upon this colony by
our giving over the management of our
affairs, to some extent, to other people, his
duty is, no doubt, to oppose federation
always, everywhere, at all times, and at

all seasons. But I may say I am not one
of those. I think this Bill is not so bad
that I should oppose it. I think it ought
to be better, but I think it very probable
that we shall get on all right. I think it
will not be so bad as some picture, or as
good as others picture. I think between
the two is about where we shall be, the
rid media will he about right, and our
position will neither be very much better
nor very much worse; because I believe
in the genius of the people; we shall be
able to work out our own destiny in this
country just as well as we did before; we
shall be able to hold our own, consider-
ing the great resources of the country ;
and I can only say, if times be bad for us
under federation, there certainly will not
be good times for all the rest of the
people of Australia. Feeling thus, and
feeling that we have only 174,000 people,
while there are over 3,000,000 on the
other side of Australia; feeling as I do-
I feel it and believe it, too-that the
public opinion and sentiment of this
country is certainly in favour of this Bill
being referred to the people; feeling too,
as I do, that all endeavours on my part
to get the amendments required by the
Joint Select Oommittee have been usuc-
cessful, and that they cannot now be
obtained: I think the only course I, as
a loyal West Australian, as one who
desireas to do his best to bind together the
various parts of Australia, and to unite
as far as possible the people. living in the
various colonies can. take is to give the
people of this colony an opportunity
of saying whether they will have federa-
tion or whether they will not. Of course
it has been said that I did not do my best
to get the amendments, and that if I had
stuck out a little longer I might have got
them; but I do not think that is so. Let
hon. members read the correspondence
that is tabled; and that is not half the
correspondence which took place, because
nearly all of it is confidential, and there
was great difficulty in getting the neces-
sary consent to publish what has been
published. I think anyone, after reading
that correspondence, must admit that
every effort which could possibly be made
was made; and I must say, too, that I
was under a great disadvantage in dealing
with the Premiers of the other colonies,
inasmuch as I had no mandate from the
Parliament of this country to deal with
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this question. If I had had sncb a man-
date from this Parliament, I should have
been in a far stronger position ; but I was
subjected to the taunt-and it was made
unsparingly-that I had no authority
whatever either from people or Parlia-
ment, and therefore they, were wily
personal requests of mine.

MR. GEORGE: You never asked Parlia-
ment for authority.

THE PREMIER: Oh yes; we did ask
for i t. The Joint Select Committee's
report carried our proposals through this
House, but the 'Upper House threw them
out. - If we had had the authority- of
both Houses to communicate with the
other colonies, anyone can see that my
position would have been very much
stronger. But I wish to say that no
harm, but good, has resulted from the
delay. People have talked and thought
about this matter to an extent they never
would have if we had sent the Bill
straight away to a referendum; and the
advantage thus gained is that, what-
ever happens in the future, if we enter
federation, and it is not as good as we
anticipated, it can never be said that the
people of this colony did not know what
they were voting about. If they do not
know now what they are going to vote
about, it is their own fault. They have
had the subject before thenm for twvelve
months; the Bill has been distributed
throughout the length and breadth of
the country; tire newspapers have been
raving about it; and therefore I trust
those who vote upon the measure will
have sufficient knowledge of the subject
to vote as they desire. The Joint Select
Committee were, abused a good deal, were
told they were of no use, and that they
were wasting time; but I think their
laboursi were productive of great good.
I think they did a. great amount of good
by publishing the evidence of persons who
were against federation, anyway; and, if
federation comes about, people will not be
aIble to say they dlid not hiave the other
side of it placed before them, because
nearly all the witnesses examined hy the
Joint Committee were opposed to federa-
tion, and people had the opportunity of
reading what those witnesses said; and
if people had not a like opportunity of
reading the evidecec_- of witnesses in
favour of federation, that was because
we could not get such witnesses to conte

forward. There seemed to be a, dead set
made against this committee. It seemed
to be thought altogether unnecessary,
that it would do no good, that it was a
waste of time, and all sorts of other hard
things. were said of it; but I feel quite
sure that as time goes on, this report of
the Joint Select Committee will not be
thought so badly of in the future as some
people seem to think of it to-day. Then
we had the discussions in both Houses:-
they perhaps did some good. Then also
we had the unfortunate fact that the
Upper House did not pass either of
the two Bills or anything else: they
voted against everything. Sometimes
the debate seemed to be a trianugu-
lar duel, some members voting one way
once, and another way at other time;;
and those who were most in favour
of federation, as I said before, entered
into a, conspiray-I will not use that
word, but I will say an arrangement
was entered into between the member
for Al1bany (Mr. teake) and two of
his friends in the Upper House, by
which they shut the door upon any
negotiations whatever with the Govern-
mnents. of the other colonies. They were
to blame for that, at any rate. T think
they will acknowledge they were to
blame for shutting the door. I have
always designated them as federalists-at-
any-price. They would take federation
on trust; whereas I thought it best to
look into the matter, and that we should
judge for ourselves as well as we could.
'We cannot all be experts, but I thought
we ha-d better look into the problem, and
not take it on trust as hon. members
opposite have taken it; because I do not
for a moment think many mnembexrs of
this House-there are very few excep-
lions-really know the Commonwealth
Bill thoroughly, even at the present time;
and if that be the case, they certainly
did not know it several months ago. -I
should except, perhaps, the member
for Albany (Mr. teake), with his long
legal experience and training; but I
very much question whether any other
member has given the Bill as much
consideration as he. However, that is
a matter of opinion. My point is that all
these discussions, and all these difficulties
that have been raised, have contributed
to educate the public mind; and we
muist remember that the requests made
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by the Joint Select Committee were
not so unreasonable as was thought.
Those requests received a great deal
of support from the Eastern colonies.
Several of the Premiers were personally
in favour of them. We know that Mr.
Reid, the er-Preinier of New South
Wales, was recently in favour of giving
uts this tariff concession; we all know
that the great Argus newspaper of
Melbourne was in favour of our having
it, that the Daily Telegraph of Sydney
and the Government of Queenslind were
unmaiously in favour of it, and that
Tasmania too was in favour of it; so,
if it had not been that the Governments
of the colonies were afraid to alter the
Bill, because they knew, or feared,
that other alterations would then be
required in other places, there is not
the slightest doubt there was a con-
census of opinion throughout Australia
that our requests were reasonable. The
only pity is that we did not know its
much when we left the Convention as we
do now, because if we had been as wide
awake and had possessed information
such as we now have, we should have
obtained from the Federal Convention
itself all that we were fighting for. Then
there is another reason why we did not
succeed, and this is one which I suppose
every one will admit. The colony was
not united.

MR. MORAN: That was the principal
reason.

THE PREMIER: Ther was another
reason, this being that the Premiers
found a difficulty, because they feared
other alterations; and the changes that
we made were not granted. We were
subject to the remark and the taunt that
ins-tenths of the people of Western

Australia wanted the Bill as it was, and
did not desire any alterations. We were
told by the Federal League, or something,
that Western Australia did not want the
alterations, and in fact would not have
them. No one wishes to give concessions
if he can avoid it. It was thought, Why
try to meet die views of the Premier of
Western Australia, when his own people
do not want the alterations? With all
these circumstances against us, and with
the fact that I had no mandate from
Parliament to ask for anything, and there
was no guarantee that I could do any-
thing, I do not think it is wonderful

that we were not able to succeed. But
we very nearly succeeded; very nearly
indeed. We had even the Secretary of
State on our side, who, in so many words,
told the people of the Eastern colonies,
in a telegram published here, that our
requests were reasonable and ought to
be conceded. Mr. Chamberlain, as we
know, is a man accustomed to finance,
and only the other day he told us, in
the speech in which he introduced the
measure, that he would not envy the
Chancellor of the Exchequer in Western
Australia under the Federation Bill.
You can take that for what it is worth.
Do not attach too much importance to it

Ior too little; but it shows you that we
have not been asking for things that are
unreasonable, and that we were trying to
do our best for Western Australia. No
one can say anything against that, any
way. Considering the small difference
the granting of our desire would have
made to anyone out of this colony, and
the advantage to us of complete fiscal
freedom for five years, I think we ought
to have had the support of everyone
throughout the length and breadth of this
colony. What did that desire amount
to ? It only meant that the Parliament
of this country which will be elected in a
few months under the extended franchise
should have the power of passing their
own tariff for five years; and, would you
believe it, there are people in this country,
amongst them being the member for
Albany, who will not trust their own
fellow colonists to make a tariff for them-

*selves for five years, but think the people
of Eastern Australia art- more able to
pass a tariff for the people of Western
Australia for that period, and that they
would look after our interests to a greater
extent than we ourselves are able to do.
Was there ever a case in the world where
people were ready to throw away their

Iindependence and to miake such an admis-
sion as this: We will not trust the
men and women of Western Australia to
make a tariff for five years, but we will
rather trust the people of Eastern Aus-
tralia to make a tariff for us! Good-
ness gracious! One cannot understand it;
and that is what the Federal League of
Western Australia, as theycall themselves,
have been doing. They have been saying
to the people of this colony-I will
reiterate it-that it is far better for its
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not to have an amendment of our tariff
for five years than to have it. If that is
common sense, if that is patriotism, if
that is self-reliance, then I say I differ
from the lion, member for Albany and
his Federal League.

MnR. LEAxE: Where are you quoting
from ?

THE PREMIER: I amn telling the
truth.

Mn.R TLEAKE: I thought so,
THE PREMIER: You do not deny it,

do you?
MR. LEAKS: Yes.
THE PRE MIER: You opposed by

every meansF in your power the concession
I asked for, until the last minute. You
have said over and over, and over again,
that you did not want it. There is only
one good, one patriotic thing you have
done in this matter, and that is the
sending of a telegram advising that my
wishes should be complied with. For
that telegrain I give you credit, and I
thank you for it. I repeat that is the
one good patriotic thing you have done
in this matter, because hitherto through-
out the whole campaign you have been
unwvilling to trust your own countrymen,
your own friends, the people you have
lived with all your life, the people you
meet daily. You were afraid to trust
them, and thought all the wisdom and
good sense was centred in people you
never met aud with whom you have
nothing in common, and of whom you
know as much as they know of you. The
bon. member has forgotten the friends of
his youth, and thrown himself body and
soul into the hands of people who care
nothing for him and know uothing about
him.

Mu. LEASrE: And won in the long
run.

THE PREMIER: The hon. member
can have that, if hie likes, but I do not
think it is much to boast about. If he
has won by throwing over everyone he
has known and honoured, too, in this
colony, and has thrown himself body Ind
soul into the hands of people who do not
know this country and have no real
interest in or love for it, I think he can
have his reward.

MR. LEASE:, Oh! Go on and explain
the Bill.

THE PREMIER: We heard the cry
last year-I was going to say the parrot

cry, but one of the parrots is away this
session-,, The Bill to the people: -die
Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing but the

*Bill." Are they getting it now ? Have
*they the Bill, and nothing but the Bill?
I say they have not, and I am very glad
of it. I only wish the Bill were more in
accord with my wishes than it will be when
it leaves the Imperial Parliament. The
Imperial Parliament are not going to cut
Australia adrift and let her go her own
way altogetber. We are going to he part
of the British Empire still, I am very
glad to know, and we are going to have

*a better trihunal for the whole of the
British Empire, which is one of the
things those politicians, lawyer politicians
who framed the Bill, desired we should
not have. I am glad. to know those
politicians are not to have their way, and
that the hon. member will not have
"the Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing
but the Bill," to send to the people. The
Bill is amended. After saying they would
have "the Bill, the whole Bill, and
nothing but the Bill," without any amnend-
mnents, these politicians now accept the
alterations which the Imperial Govern-
ment insist on ;but they would not accept
alterations to meet the just requirements
of Western Australia. Those require-
ments were just, and were put forward
with only one reason and one object, that
being to try and safeguard as far as we
could the financial interests of this
country.

MRt. VosPEx: What Bill or part of the
Bill does this measure deal withP

THE PREMIER:- The Bill as amended.
MR. VosnaR: The amendments are

not there.
TnE PREMIER:- If you look you will

see that they are referred to. I would
like to say again this is no party question
with me. I am glad, however, to say my
colleagues who sit on this (the Treasury)
bench are going to vote with me to refer
the Bill to the people. It is not because
they are colleagues of mine, but because
they agree that the time has now arrived
when the Bill should be so referred. I
should he sorry indeed, as I said all
along, for Australian federation to come
about and for us on this side not to be

1 able to take part in the early struggles to
complete the work which is now only
beginning; still I think that the words of
the Joint Select Committee are as true

Federation Bill.- Second reading.



88 Federation Bill: [ASSEMBLY.] Second reading.

to-day as they were when they were
adopted. They were these-

There is little doubt in the minds of your
Committee that, takcing into consideration the
present flourishing condition of Western Aus-
tralia, its mineral wealth, its infant industries,
its large revenue, and its splendid prospects, it
would have been better if federation had come
at a time when the colony could have entered
tho Commonwelth on more eqnalterms; and if
your Commnittee had been solely guided by the
evidence of the witnesses examined, they
would have been obliged to report that
federation was undesirable for this colony at
the present time.
The report went on to say that the Com-
mittee approached the subject with a
desire to report as favourably as possible
on the Bill referred to their consideration.
That is the feeling which I have in my
mind this evening. As I said before, the
main question we have to decide now is
not whether we shall have federation or
not, but whether we shall give the
electors of this colony an opportunity of
Toting On this Bill, and saying whether
the y wvill have federation or not. We
would be acting wisely, and I think in
the interests of Australia, in the interests
of the British Empire, and, taking it for
all in all, in the interests of Western Aus-
tralia, by leaving to the people themselves
the decision as to whether they shall
enter into federation or not at the present
time. As I have already told you, no
doubt we ought to have had better terms.
There is not the slightest doubt that if
we could only have the matter over again,
if we had another Convention, and if we
k-new as much about it as we do now,
Eastern Australia would be willing to
meet our wishes to a. larger extent
than she has done. We ought to have
had fiscal freedom for ten years, as
they had in British Columbia, and we
certainly ought to have had a transcon-
tinental railway. We have to choose
now upon either entering federation or
standing out, and I will tell you one
of the reasons that actuated me in the
decision I have arrived at. Even if we
were aIble to defeat federation at the
present time, does any one suppose we
will be ultimately able to keep it off, when
we remember that there are more than
three millions of people living on the
Eastern side of Australia with their
sentiments represented here; and when
we -also remember the great combination
of Great Britain, whose sentiments are in

favour of federation. With those twc
great commiunities, one consisting of 3C
or 40 millions of people in Great Britain
and the other three to four millions ol
people in the Eastern colonies of A us
tralia, is it likely a small number ol
people, most of them coming from tht
Eastern colonies, will be able to keep bacb
federation for any length of timeP

MR. MORAN: That was exactlyv the cast
of British Columbia. But they got theji
concessions.

THE PREMIER: The people then
were unanimous, as you told us the othei
day, but the people here were nol
unanimous. And, after all, looking at
the subject from a farmer's point of view
I wish to say it would be very difficult tc
retain the duties on food, even if we haZ
no federation, the desire here being kc
have free-trade in regard to all matters
of produce grown in the colony. We may
keep up the duties for a little while, but
we know very well that if the present
Government went out to-morrow, the first
thing this House would do would be tc
remove those duties.

MRt. MORAN: There is another House
THE PREMIER: We have had expe.

rience of them. After all, the prices hen(
are governed by the prices in London
whether there are duties or not. Wt
have duties on flour, but we do nol
get a benefit in regard to price to the extent
of the duty. In fact the price is unaffected
by the duty altogether. I think we shah

I have to mnake the best use we can
of the sliding scale. I have often said
it is very inconvenient and cumbrous
and not workable, but at the saint
time we must make the best use of ii
we can. I hope we shall be able to dc
something to assist the agriculturists in
that direction, so as to promote the
settlement of the soil. In reward to thc
Bill itself I should like to say a feu
words. It is practically the Bill which
was voted upon and approved by the
electors of the Eastern colonies ; the only
difference being that the amendments,
if any, made b 'y the Imperial Parlia-
ment will be submitted here. Therw
might have been some exception to thesc
words if we had not known what the
Imperial Parliament were going to do;
but we knuow that the only amendments
made by the Imperial Parliament will
be those connected with the right oi
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appeal to the Privy Council and the
royal prerogative. Those amendments
are very few indeed, and therefore.
need not give us mouch concern, because
they have been consented to by all the
other coloanies: they will be embodied in
the Bill, and will be available for us
before the referendum itself is taken.
We propose to take the referendum on a
date to be fixed by the Government. Of
course, I do not wish to have the fixing
of that date. I shall be very glad if bon.
members will think the matter over and
fix a date in this House; but I have
inserted the provision generally that the
referendumt is to be taken on a date to be
prescribed by proclamation. I have no I
dlesire to have the matter left in the
hands of the Government, if bon.
members can suggest a datc, The
question arises as to what rolls shall be
used for this election, and who are to
vote. If we are to have this referen~dum
on parliamentary roll, it will be impos-
sible for any additional persons to get on
the roll under tLhe new Constitution Act
and the new Electoral Act within six
months from the present time; and I
expect the referendumn will have to be
taken very' much sooner than that,
because it will have to be prior to the
pio0clamation. of the Constitution in
Australia,. I should saty the referendumk
ought to be taken within two or three
montis from the present time. If that
be the case, of course, the only parliameu-
tary rolls available will be those in force
at the present time, which are made up to
the 15th May, 1 think.

My.. GEosoxs: There are more people
than those whose names appear on the
rolls. If the Bill is to go to the people,
let the people vote.

Tnua PREMIER:- If you were to have
the new Parliamentary register, it would
be impossible to have any referendum for
at least eight months, and I think that is
too long. It is provided that every
elector shall vote for the Bill once; that
the whole of tht, colony shall be one
electorate; that the poll. is to be taken on
the same day; and that every elector on
the roll, wherever he may be, whether he
be absent from the district for which he
is on the roll or not, cam vote. An
elector absent from the district for which
he is on the roll can send his vote to the
assistant returning officer of the district;

and, in fact, the sme privilege will be
granted to him as is already granted to a
voter not living in the district but
qualified to vote by proxy. It is proposed
in the Bill that the electoral rolls shall be
those in force on the 23rd May. The
question arises, as suggested by my
friend the member for the Murray (Mr.
George), as to who are to be the electors
in the referendum. That is a matter we
can discuss in a friendly manner in
Committee, for I do not suppose finyone
here has any feeling about it. I have
not the slightest feeling about it. The
word " electors," as used in our Federation
Enabling Act of 1896, means " electors
for the Legislative Assembly." These
were the electors who were appointed as
the people to whom the Federation Bill
was to he referred, and this was provided
by the Enabling Ac-t under which dele-
gates were to be appointed for attending
the Federal Convention; and when a
Federation Bill came back from that
Convention, it was to be referred to the
electors of the Legislative Assembly, In
all the colonies the term "elector " means
the samne, namely the electors of the
more numerous House of the Parliament;
and in the Premiers' Conference iu Mel-
bourne, which has been made so much of
bY my friends opposite, and in regard to
which I am supposed to have broken
faith, the word " electors " is used again.
This paragraph, which I have so often had
thrown in mny face, says:-

The Premiers of the other colonies Are of
opinion that after the people of New South
Wales have accepted the Bill as altered, it
should be snbmitted to tho Parliaments of
their respective colonies for referepee to the
electors.

The Premiers are also of opinion that it is
desirable that the decision of a majority of the
electors voting in each colony should be suffi-
cient for the acceptance - or rejection of the
Bil.
It is quite clear what was moeant by the
people in the other colonies; it is quite
clear they acted in that way; and the
Bill was referred to the electors of the
Legislative Assembly in each State. In
some colonies they made provision for
bringing the electoral rolls up to date,
for the purpose of the referendum; but
in none of the colonies did they de-
part from the Parliamentary roll; and
in South Australia no provision was
made.
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MR. kLLIwGWORnH: They dlid in Vic-
Itoriat.

Tas PREMIE)R: In Victoria all they
did was to appoint a special re~gistration
court, to sit up to a certain date preceding
the referendum, and this court was to
grant electors' rights when applied for;
but those receiving electors' rights had to
be qualified under the electoral law. In
Victoria a person cannot get on the roll
in a mnoment. Ile has to he so long in a
district before he becomes entitled to
registration.

MR, Vosn~ ;s You may be registered
there up to three days of the poll.

Tan PREMIER: But the electors
must have been resident a certain time.
The question we have to consider is
this: Are we to have this referendum
under the Parliamentary roll or under a,
special roll ? If under a special roll,
there is no reason why we should not
legislate in that direction; lbut the
referendum cannot 'be held under a, new
Parliamentary roll, because we have not
power to legislate without the royal
assent for extending the Electoral Act.
If it be desired by some people that a
roll should he made up specially for the
referendum, then the roll so made would
have to he thrown into the waste paper
basket after the referendum, because such
roll would not comply with the Electoral
Act, which says that no -man who has not
been twelve months in the colony, and
six months in an electoral district, can be
put on the electoral roll.

MR. Vospra: You promised that it
should be so, list session.

TEE PREMIER: I do not think so,
but if I did, we may throw it over now,
because we were talking long before the
event occurred. I am not much wedded
to this provision in the Bill. I cannot
understand why there is so much objec-
tion to using the existing Parliamentar~y
roll, for we are told that nine-tenths of
the people of this colony are in favour of
federation, and if, as is said, there is a
block vote on the goldfields in favol ir of
federation, if there are 16,000 people or
more on the goldifields in favour of the
Bill, and.I1 do not suppose that out of the
40,000 or 45,000 people there are more
than 20,000 on the roll, then why should
not the existing Parliamentary roll be
used for the referendum? If I were
arguing against the carrying of federation,

I should say the more naimes. on the rol
the better for a referendum ;but havim1
regard to the spirit of the eonstitutioi
we have been acting under -all along, tha.
is since the Enabling Act of 1896, 1 di
not think it was intended that any but thi
Parliamentary roll should be used fo.
taking a popular vote on the federatioi
question.

Mn. Gnoaon:, Why should 40,00(
people on the roll vote for 175,00(
people in the colonyP

MR, HAL~L: There are in Perth a largi
nunmber of qualified electors not on the
roll.

THE PREMIER: Then why do the1
not get there P W~e have heard that crj
all along. I say these people do aoL tr3
to get on the roll. All I wish to say nov
is that no colony in Australia hat
departed from the electoral roll of th4
Legislative Assembly, for takina the
referendum on the federation question.

MR. ILLINowVoaRn: Plu-s special elec.
toral rights.

THE PREMIER: We have no specia
electoral rights here. In Victoria then(
are the ratepayers, and they are h
people who haye the electoral rights. 11
was arranged there that tip to a certair
time the ratepayers should see that theii
names were on the roll, and that tip to, v
certain date there should be electora,
rights issued to those ratepayers wix
were qualified but were not on the roll
I should say, myself, that if we had m
referendum here on the roll as it h.
new, it would be a quite sufficient
expression of opinion on the question as
to whether we should go into federatiosj
or not. I do not think we should try tc
sweep up votes all over the place. The
people now on the roll are those whc
sent us to Parliament as representatives,
and surely they are the people who ought
to decide this5 question of federation. 01
course, if we could wait six monthis befo r(
takig the referendum, we could get die
women also on the roll under thie newv
Electoral Act. Those persons who are
not satisfied with the plan that is in
force want some new plan, but if se
it will have to be a referendum roll,
and it will have nothing to do with the
Legislative Assembly, and therefore we
wvill have to emnbark on another caeet
altogether. I have said all I desire te
say on this occasion. I advise my -friends,
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in the words of Mr. Chamberlain in his
telegram to the Government here : " We
have had a good fight, and have done
our best to protect the colony." Believing
as I do that we will be able to hold our
own under federation, notwithstanding
the adverse conditions, and believing as I
do that we ought to have ha-d better terms
for this colony, and that we would have
got better terms if the people here had
desired it-but what could we do when
somne members here were voting against
it, who forgot they were West Austra-
lians, and showed that their sympathies
were with people elsewhere who have
never done any-thing for us-in these
circumstances what could we doP If we
had said "1no," we would have got what
we wanted; but we did not get it; and
now what is the best thing to do? Even
if we are inclined, we cannot prevent this
referendum, and in fact I do not desire
to prevent it. In my opinion the best
course to adopt now is that, having had
a good fight and having done our best,
we have only one more thing to do: we
have to refer this Bill to the people, and
do our duty in explaining its provisions
to them. That I am prepared to do. I
am certainly not going to take the
responsibility of telling the people that I
think this Bill is so had that they ought
not to adopt it, or that I feel they are so
incompetent that they cannot deal with
it. I believe that in the mass of the
people there is wisdom, and my duty will
be to explain the provisions of the Bill to
the people, and their duty will he to
decide whether it is acceptable to Wes-
tern Australia or not.

MR. LEAKE (Albany): It is my
intention to support the second reading
of this Bill, because I find that I am
in favour entirely of the principles which
the measure enunciates. The first prin-
ciple of the Bill is that the draft of the
Commonwealth Bill which has been
accepted by the rest of Australia shiall bie
referred to the vote of the electors 'in this
colony. The interpretation I put on the
word " electors " is "1the people"; and
perhaps it will be necessary for inc to
make a few observations on that expres-
sion, later on. It is with peculiar grati-
fication that I read this Bill and the
accompanying correspondence, because I
find that the views that I have personally
advocated in this House and in mny

capacity as president of the Federal
League, with the support of the Federal
League, are embodied in the measue.
The Bill also provides that the deter-
mination of the country shall be gathered
from. a majority vote. There is no
attempt, I am glad to see, to fix any
statutory minority; but, true to prin-
ciples which have been laid down by the
neighbouring colonies, we find a bare
majority vote is to prevail with regard
to the acceptance or rejectiou of the
measure. Of course I am aware that
this is in consonance with thie agreement
come to at the Premiers' Conference in
February of last year. I was for a
moment puzzled, in hearing the right
hon. gentleman move the second -reading
of the Bill, as to whether this was May
of 1900 or May of 1898; - but, however,
I am pleased to think that the sentiments
which he has this evening expressed, in
May of 1900, are more in keeping with
those of May 1898 than with those of
the internediate period, when wve found*-
that the right hon. gentleman had, for
various reasons unknown to the general
public, changed his views on this impor-
tant question several timaes. There is no
need to trace the history of the federal
moveiment; and although we only now
have proposed to us what should have
been proposed last session, we must
accept what we have with a good
grace; and I hope, by our united
efforts, we shall accomplish the end
we all have in view, that is to bring
about a federation which will include
the colony of Western Australia as
wvell as the other colonies of the group.
The only regret, perhaps, which may be
properly expressed is that we may now
have to do in a hurryv that which ought
to have been done with greater deli era-
tion. Had this mneasure, the principles
of which were supported by myself and
members ob this side of the House, been
introduced last session, we should havte
been saved a great dleal of anxiety and
perhaps a considerable amiount of risk.
I was pleased to hear the right hon.
gentleman aver that it was his intention
to vote for the acceptance of the Corn-
mnonwealth Bill, when the referTendum. is
taken; but I remark that there was an
absence of any pledge on his part to bind
his colleagues in the same direction. It
would be far mare grati~ing, and there
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would be greater assurance of success,
if not only the right hion, gentleman'a
personal efforts were to be thrown into
the scale, but also that he could command
the support of his colleagues. Perhaps
1 am anticipating what those lion. gentle-
men will say; but I do hope, and this we
are entitled to expect as an. assurance of
good faith from the Ministerial side, that
the whole weight of the Ministry as a
body will be thrown into the federal
scale, not only during the debate in this
House, but also when the matter goes
before the people.

THE Punmn: I promised that, if we
got the terms; hut I did not promise it
otherwise.

Ma. LEARE: That justifies me in
giving utterance to the suspicion which
was in my mind, and I fear, therefore,
that the right hon. gentleman speaks
only for himself as an individual, and
not for the Ministry as a, body.

THE Panviun: It is not a party
question.

MnR. JaEAKE: When a Bill Ekec this
is brought into Parliament, dealing with
a, matter which has agitated the public
m-ind for months, perhaps5 for years, we
expect that as the Ministerial stamp is
on this Bill it shall have the Minis-
terial support outside; that Ministerial
exertions shall be used to give effect to
the object of this Bill which is brought
in by Ministers. It is true, as was
interjected, that the right lion. gentle-
man's colleagues would have supported
the Bill if he could have secured certain
amnendmients. Those amendments have
not been obtained, it is true. Those
amneunents were declared by miost of
his colleagues to have been. essential, last
session. Why are they not essential
to-day ? They are abandoned, and I
think for a good reason, because some of
themn did not pass Parliament. In fact
Parliment, as a body, did not approve
of any of those amendments.

TH[E PREMIER: This House did.
Mn. LEAXE: Yes; but when the

Par~liamnont, as constituted, did not pass
the amendments which were proposed,
some greater effort than has been made
should have been made to secure a
definite and decided opinion upon the
efficacy or othierwise of those amnend-
muents. They were proposed, it is true,

ia complicated form last session; but

in 1897, when the draft Bill which hat
been passed by the Adelaide Con ventic
'was before this House, curiously enoug.
neither any of those so-called essenti;
amendments nor any other realy iinpor
ant amendments were proposed to th
Chainber, either by the Ministry or I
any other member in the House.

THE PREMIER: There was, then on]
about one day's time to look throug
that.

Mn. LEAKE: Oh, more than that,
think. I was reading up the matti
to-day, and if I remember rightly
took three or four days to decide th
question.

THE PREMIER: We did not k-now of
then.

Mn. LEAKE: At any rate, thoi
so-called essential amendments of the la:i
session were not thought of in 1897, n(
were they thought of at any momex
during the sitting of the Convention, an
they do not appear to have been thougi
of at the Premiers' Conference.

MR. MORANi: The Bill was not thE
the same.

,Tnu PREmIER:- They were thought
in Melbourne, surely.

Ma. LEAKS: They do not appear1
have been considered at the Premier
Conference.

THE PREInER: Oh, Yes. You do u,
know of that. I do. I brought the
up there, but I could not get the
coneded.

Mn. LEAXE:. Then it is a very f unr
thling we did not hear more about them

THE PnEMIRs: There was no report
the Conference.

M-R. LEAKE: Was, the rafiwF
brought up?

Tnnr PREmIER: Yes.
Mr. VesPER: To which Premier

Conference axe you referring i
Ma. LEAXE: To that held in Fe:

ruary of last year.
DIE PREMIRs: The fact that ti

amendments were brought up lias bet
acknowledged by the other Premiers.

MR. LEAXE : If I may form
opinion frein the public utterances of t]
other Pr&miers, I will venture to dou
whether these matters were thorough
discussed, or at any rate discussed in
sincerity, at that conference. At.
events, we heard nothing about them t
last year, when they were brought up

4
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a. somewhat late hour before the Parlia-
mentary Joint Committee; and it will be
interesting to note how often so mnuch
respect will be paid to the opinions of a,
select committee as appears to have been
paid by the Ministry to the opinions of
the commnittee that sat last year. We
have had this select committee hurled at
us from every possible direction. It is
never the opinion of Parliament, it is not
the opinion of the Ministry, but it is
always the opinion of the select corn-
mnttee.

THE PREMIER: We had nothing else
to go on.

Mn. LEAXE:- Even in the words of
the Speech, we read:- "It has not been
found possible to obtain the amendments
suggested by the Joint Parliamentary
Committee"; and the Joint Parliamnen-
tary Committee seems in this particular
instance to have assumed an importance
which has never been accorded to any
other joint select committee,

M.KoRAN: Do not forget this House
approved. the committee's report.

MR. LEAKE:. And after alt, as far as
this Assembly is concerned, there were
only five-I think only four, really-of
the members sitting on that select comn-
mittee who were in favour of those
amendments. I have never before heard
of a Ministry which was bound by the
opinions of four members of the Lower
House, but this Government seems to
have thought it necessary to be so bound
on this occasion.

Mn: MORAN:- This House adopted
those amiendments afterwards, and they
then became Parliament's amiendments.

MRt. LEA XE: No), they did not; they
only became the Assembly's amend-
ments.

MR. MORAN: Well, that is the biggest
end of Parliaunent.

Mn. LEAKE:, They were adopted by
this House, but not until after a protest
from members who were in favour of
federation under the Bill which has now
been accepted; and we, with the other
federalists in this colony, were forced to
accept those amendments, because if we
had. not supported them we should have
lost the Bill altogether, and it was a case
of taking half a loaf instead of no bread.
But those amendments, when they wvent
up to the Council, although they had
upon them the Ministerial stamp, were

not supported as they should have been,
either by the Ministry or by the members
of the select committee who had ap-

proved them in select committee; because
those very amendments were rejected in
the Council; and the question which
u]ltimately came before the Council, and
which the Premier said was rejected
because I with others entered into a
conspiracy or arrangement to shut the
door and cause them to be lost-the

Iamendment which was lost in the Council
was niot identical with the amendments

iwhich were passed by this Assembly, but
was a proposal to submit to a referendum

Ia, Bill which included those amendments,
Iand also to suggest another conference of
Premiers;i and at that moment we were,
by approving a Bill with those amend-
ments, proposing something which we
knew we coiild not get, in addition to

Isomething whichi nobody had demanded,
and which apparently this House did not
want.

MR. MoRAN:- We know now we could
have got them.

Mn. TiNAXE: We could. have got
*nothing of the kind.

THE PREMIER: We very nearly got
them, anyhow.

MR. LEA RE : But there are no records
of Parliament to show it, and there are

*no public papers to show it; and if we
*may judge of the tone of public opinion
as- expressed by the public men of
the other colonies, we shall find they
recognised that, after a certain date-
after the Bill had been accepted by New
South Wales-it was not only impossible
but improper to suggest any amendments,
more especially the amendments which
had been advocated in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mn. MORAN:- They are accepting them
now.

Mn. LEAXE; And those amendments
* ere not the amendments of Parliament,
but merely the suggestions of a Ministry,

Iand that Ministry, we know perfectly
1well, was itself divided. upon the subject.

THE PREMIER: The Joint Select Com-
mittee's report is here on the iecords: it
is the only thing we have on the records.

Mn. IjEAKE: Curiously enough-I
thought I had pointed it out- the mem-
bers of the select committee themselves
did not support the amendments when
these were brought before the Council.
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That is abundantly proved by a reference
to the records. As the right hon. gentle-
man himself admits, the efforts which
were wade without the mnandate of Par-
liamient were unsuccessful, anid they
failed, not only with the Premiers of the
other colonies, but also with the home
authorities.

MR. MORAN:- No.
MR. [FAKE: Oh, pardon me: they

have failed with the home authorities.
THE PREmiER: The home authorities

favoured them.
Mu. LEAKE:- I will read the para-

graph in a. moment. My statement is
that the attempts to secure those amend-
mnents failed, not only with the Premiers,
but with the home authorities ; and that
was the very thing which we, on this side
of the House, predicted would happen,
and it has happened. *We have never
declared that we were not in favour of
those amendments as amendments; hut
we opposed them as. being impossible, and
said that even to suggest those amend-
ments was to delay the acceptance of the
Commonwealth Bill, and to 'keep this
colony out of the federation as an originud
state.

MR. MORAN: You said the peopl6 did
not want them.

Mn. LEAKE: That was what we
feared; that was what we realised; and
our fears were justified, and the posi-
tion we took utp last year has been vindi-
cated. Had the amendments been asked
for by the pr-oper authorities at the
proper time and place, I believe they
would not only have received the approval
of this House, but would, if proposed at
the Convention, have been accepted, or
would subsequently have been favourably
received at the Premiers' Conference.
We must remember the Premiers' Con-
ference finally altered the draft Bill in
order that a referendum might be taken in
each individual colony, and I say it was
idle to suppose that, after the Bill had
been referred to and accepted by any one
colony, it could be altered or amended to
suit the convenience of any Ministry or
any section of the people.

MR. MOIRAN: And yet it is now being
altered.

THE PREMIER: The attempt might
have been made, even if it had not
succeeded,

MR, LEA HE: Personally, I do nc
hesitate to say I think the amendment
were useless, were unnecessary.

MR. MORAN : You said so.
MaP. LEAKE: -I say so still. I bav

always been in favour of the Bill whic
has been accepted by the other colonie:
and I do not propose to retract a word
have said on that subject.

Mn. MORAN: Hear, hear. That
mnuch the easier way.

THE PREMIER: You did not want t
conserve the interests of your own coux
try for the five years.-

MR. TiEAKE: Oh! That, to say th
least of it, is stupid. However, I ira
about to read what Mr. C hamberlain say
in a cablegram which he transmitted t
His Excellency on the 27th April, 190(
and it is so important that I intend t
read it all. I am reading from a papE
which includes the instructions to Mi
Parker.

THE PREMILE:. You should read the
dated the 5th April, too.

Mnt. LEAKE: And amtongst othef
things in the instructions to Mr. Parke
we mutst not forget he was directed t
urge that the views of the Parliament c
this colony in regard to the amendment
recommended by the Joint Parliamenbar
Committee of the Legislature should t
carefully considered. Now, we kno'
perfectly well that Parliam ent never di
express an opinion on those amendment:
except by rejecting them.

THE Paxabitn: Yes; I think that we
a mistake. I also perceived that error i
the instructions, which must have arise
from hurry.

MR. LEAKE: That being so, I i
not labour the point.

THtE Pnman: It ought not to has
read "1Parliament." Does it occt;
towards the end of the documentP

MR. LEAKE: No; it is near tt
beginning. The telegram of the 27t
April reads thus:;

Referring to my telegram of ApriL,5. 1*
Bvenders of the federating colonies have,
you are probably a~ware, declared that the
have no authority to accept any amendment
the Bill, and have abhorrence to give am
instructions to delegates with regard to ni
suggestion.

ME. MORAN: The abhorrence has dii
appeared now.
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MR. LEAK H: The telegram proceeds
Under these circumstances, I: cannot press

the matter further, and I would now urge
your responsible advisers to consider earnestly
whether, in the best interests of the colony as
well as of Australia, they should not make a
resolute effort to bring the colony into federa-
tion at Once.

Unless Western Australia joins as an origi-
nal State, it can only enter on the condition of
comiplete intereoloniafree-trade. The tempo-
rary protection offered by Clause 05 will,
therefore, be lost; and lookcing to the present
population of the colony, difficulty may also
be experienced in securing representation as
large as it would receive as n Original State,
and which would enable the colony to secure
adequate protection for all its interests in the
Federal Parliament.

Tan Pnnraim: That is a matter of
opinion: I do uot agree with the state-
ment.

MRs. LEAIE : The telegram proceeds:
Your responsible advisers will a~lso, of course,

take into consideration the effect of the agita-
tion by the federal party, especially on the
goldfields, if Western Australia does not enter
as an original State.

It seems to me, under the circumstances, of
the utimost importance to the future of West-
ern Australia to join at once; anti as your
responsible advisers have done their best to
secure the modifications desired by Parliament,
I would urge them to take an early opportu-
nity of summoning Parliament, and laying the
position fully before it, with a view to neces-
sary action for ascertaining the wishes of the
people as to entering federation.

It they are agreeable to this course, a clause
will be inserted in the Hill providing that
Western Australia may enter as an original
State, if the people bare intimated their desire
to be included before the issue of Her Majesty's
proelantion.

Now that, Curiously enough, covers neaxly
all the grounds for which federalists both
inside the House and outside have con-
tended ; and I maintain that by the result
of our efforts we are justified, for it shows
we were not captious in our opposition to
the Ministerial tactics, hut that the cir-
cumstances fuily justified everything we
did. However, my province this evening
is not to upbraid anybody, nor' do I desire
to take any unnecessary or exaggerated
credit for anything whichi the Federal
League, or the federalists generally, have
done in the colony. But we certainly do
rejoice at our success, and we intend to
help to obtain the referendum. in as com-

pleate and comprehensive a form as pos-
sible. [Mr. VoSPra: Rear, hear.] We
rejoice to think that this is not a party

question; and I have always declared it
was not at party question, though I know
I was not believed. It was believed that
I intended to make this a party question;
but I say, if it was made a party ques-
tion, that was dlone by members on the
other (Government) side of the House.

THE: PununaR: All Opposition mem-
hers voted with you.

MR. LEAKE: Of course they did. I
cannot be blamed if I happen to be
supported by all the intelligence in Par-
liamient.

THE PREMIER: What difference would
it have made if you 1uad made it a, party
question ?

Mn. LEAKE : I do not suppose it
would have made any difference.

TuR PREMIER: You -would not have
had any more votes.

Mu. LEAKE:- We have it on the
authority of the right hon. gentleman
himself that it was practically a party
question.

Thng PREMIER: Yes; you thought you
would gain. a few votes by our not makcing
it a party question.

Mn. LEAiE:- Memrbers on the other
side are entitled to their opinions, and it
really does not matter mnuch to me whether
they think I have made it a party ques-
tion or not. The question is big enough
to engage public thought outside this
Ohavnsber, and I am prepared to be guided
by what the public think of it. I agree
with the Premier that it requires a. great
deal of self-control and stamina, to go
against the stream, and it is certainly

*rather astounding to find that he has not
had enough stamina to stemn the current
of popular oInion1 upon this occasion. I
am rather gla of it. I ani glad to find
his stainba and his sell-control were too
weak to resist the pressure brought to
bear upon him.

THE PREMiER: Are you sure you are
genuine in that opinion?

MR. LEAKE: I am always genuine.
THiE Pnsauxn: It is; rather ab dis-

appointment, is it not?~
*MR. LEAKE:- Although the Premier
may be p roud of the abuse he has received,
yet I ani perfectly certain we federalists
who sit in Opposition are glad to know
that , at the last moment, he has awakened
to the exigencies and the necessities of
the occasion, and has thought fit to submit
this important measure to a referendum,
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a. medium which, it appears, he does not
like, which he avers is unknown to him,
but which, curiously enough, he has pro-
posed with regard to the question of
payment of members. That was promised,
I believe, during last session.

Tan PREMIER: That will not be a.
complex Bill, like this.

MR. IaEAXE: It may not be a com-
plex measure, but certainly it will be
easier to understand than this one, because
I understood the Premier himself to say
he did not think one in a. hundred under-
stood federation.

THE PREMIE: I am certain of that.
MR. LEAKE: Well, your argument

rather falls to. the ground there, does it
not ?

THE PREMIER: The question of pay-
mnent of members is a very different thing
from this complex Bill.

MRt. VospEx: The Premier's objection
was to the referendum itself, not to the
Bill.

MEt LEAKE: Yes.
THn PREMIER: You said the referen-

dum was an exotic.
MR. LEAKE: I, and one or two

others, were taunted with the remark
that certain delegates at the Conventions
did not fight for certain matters. Well,
I dispute that altogether: I say, when
matters came up for discussion, we took
a fair part in the discussion. It is true,
we did not make a great many set
speeches on the different phases of
the Bill, but we took very good care
tu discuss matters withi other members.
It was admitted on all sides that there
was too much talk at that Convention, as
often happens in other assemblies, and
I might almost accuse the right hon.
gentleman himself not only of talking,
but of talking too much. We did not
venture, as members of the Convention,
to intrude ostentatiously our opinion as
to the effect of federation upon the-trade
and navigation of the Murray and Upper
Darling; we did not care to make
speeches on subjects of that kind; but
when the occasion arose we expressed our
views. I assert, without fear of contra-
diction, that if blame is to be attached to
us, it is also to be attached to the right
hon. gentleman himself. He did not
think fit to consult his colleagues when
at the Convention, and we never knew
what the right hon. gentleman was going

to do with regard to any of thos
important questions. That will be show
by the fact that when the division be]
raiig, we never voted as a body. Th
same remark applies, of course, to all th
colonies. We went there to express ou
own individual opinions, and not to vot
as a compact band in favour only c
matters affecting Western Australia.' W
were there to attempt to frame a consti
tution for the whole of the colonies, an,
a great deal of the work of the Conventio
was done by select committees. T an,
the member for East Perth (Mr. James
were on the Judicial Committee, an,
we helped to frame those clauses. Th
Premier was on the Finance Oommittei
and I ask members to bear in mind tha
the greatest discussion took place on th
linancial clauses of the Bill. Is it to b
wondered at that the right hon. gentle
man was in a better position than othe
delegates to discuss the financial con
ditions and to explain the financial posi
tion of this colony, owing to his positioi
as Treasurer? T do not think it I
generous, to say the least of it, t
assert that the delegates at the Conven
tion did not take part in the discussionE
I should like to combat one or two argu
ments that were made use of this evening
wheu it was pointed out that we wer
now a sovereign State. Of course, whe:
we enter federation we shall not be
sovereign State to the full extent that w
are now, but we can deal with man
matters with which we now deal, and
understood the Premier to lay grea
stress on the fact that as a sovereigi
State we can now deal with our land, th
million square miles of territory whicl
this colony possesses. I need hardiremind lion, members that we can deal
with our land under the Federal Bill.

MR. MORAN: Not exclusively: it
absolutely taxable.

MR. LEAKE : We can deal with ou
lands, our mines, and our railways.

MR. MORAN: They can tax them all.
Mit. LEAKE: We may now say w,

are a sovereign State with sovereig
power except to defend ourselves, an4
that is one point, at any rate, which w
should never cease to regard in consider
lag this question of federation. I an
delighted to think that, in the opinion o
the Premier, we can hold our own whethe
we enter federation or stand out of it
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That has always been my contention, and
I should be sorry to think we could not
hold our own. It is true, as has been
pointed out, that we cannot raise money
by the customs, but we may participate
in the customs revenue. Although the
Commonwealth collect. the castoms, they
are not entitled to spend it all, but we
are entitled to get someofibak
Although the Premnier has declared that
lie is in favour of the Commonwealth Bill
and will vote for it, he throws out a
fairly strong hint to his supporters and
admirers in this House that they are at
liberty to oppose it, and he would not be
sorry if they did so.

THE PannnsR: Who said that?
Ma. ]IEAXE: Although it is true we

shall in one sense he a subordinate State,
yet we should never forget that we shall
be in no worse a, position than our neigh-
bours, The Federal Bill does not impose
any obligations upon Western Australia
which are not borne by the other Aus-
tnralian States.

MR. MORAne: There you are wrong.
Ma. LEAKE:- Although that state-

ment is made by the hon. member, I am
not convinced by it. We mnay be under
disabilities. Of coure, if we federatevwe
give tip certain rights. But although
those rights will not be administered by
ourselves, they will be administered for
us, and -we, through our representatives,
shall have a voice in that administration.
I say that therein we are in the samie
position as the other States of the federa-
tion. As to the statement that the
reason -we did not succeed with the
amendments was that we were not United,
I think I have explained that, had those
amendments been suggested at the proper
time and in the proper place, we should,
I dare say, have been in a. position to
render that assistance which the Govern-
ment subsequently expected from us.
But let ns not forget that all the time
those amendments were being asked for
from Parliament, and suggested by the
Preniier, the right bon. gentleman's own
Ministers would not support them. There
has been a split in the Cabinet over this
matter for the past eighteen months, and
there is one still.

MR. MORAN: It is a. non-party ques-
tion.

MR. LEAKE:- I sam only saying that,
curiously enough, that party is split up.

I cannot understand that, and of course
Ministers will subsequently explain it. I
must really repudiate the suggestion that
neither I nor my federal friends will
trust the country with the management
of the tariff for five years. I have never
said anything which would bear that
construction, and I go so far as to say
that if it were possible to obtain that five-
years tariff and still. enter federation, I
would, although personally not in favour
of it, waive my objection, in order that
there should be no obstacles to our joining
federation. That has been the position
taken up by the Federal League through-
out, but we maintained that we would not
for one moment imperil our joining the
federation as an original'State, and con-
sequently we refused to discuss amend-
ments which we knew we could not by
any possibility obtain. The lion, member
(Mr, Moran) has already delivered one
very strong anti-federal speech this ses-
sion, and I dare say that when ho comes
to speak on the second reading of the Bill
he will give another. I hope that when
he does speak I shall attend with great
care to what he says. It was not only
the bon. member, but also the Premier,
who twitted us with having advocated the
Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing but the
13111, and we are now jeered at because it
is proposed by the Imperial Parliament
to make an alteration in the Bill.

Mit. Mosus: Several alterations.
YR. LEAKE: I maintain that for all

practical purposes we are still advocating
and are going to obtain the Bill, the
whole Bill, and nothing but the Bill-

MR. MORAN: Not at all.
MR. IiEAKE: Let me finish my sen-

tence, do. We are going to obtain the
Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing but the
Bill which the colonies will have, and We
ask for nothing more than that. To
speak of the alterations with regard to
appeal to the Privy Council as being vital
to federation is absurd, for they are
nothing of the kind. The question of
appeal to the Privy Council was never
discussed in thisHouse. It is true it was
discussed at the Convention, and I voted
for the cluses as they stand in the Bill,
but I do not object to the appeal to the
Privy Council, and if the amendment is
made by the Imperial authority, I shall
cheerfully accept that amendment, because
I find that the other colonies are going
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to accept it, and without a referendum,
too. I am perfectly willing to respect
the opinion and the feelings of the
Imperial authorities with regard to the
retention of the right of appeal. Of
course the hon, member (Mr. Moran)
knows full well that this is not a vital
question, and he is only using badinage.
His desire to inter~ject and interrupt leads
him to make the remarks he does. At
any rate, if there is a referendum, there
will be no necessity to have a referendum
here on the point, because provision is or
will be made in this Bill to accept it
subject to the amendment. Therefore,
we need not bother as to the vitality or
otherwise of the amendment. That is a
trouble which has to be faced by our
neighbours, and, if there is a referendum
at alt, it will have to be in the other
colonies. With regard to the Bill itself,
the only objection I have to it is that the
existing roll-and when I speak of the
existing roll, I mean the roll existing
at the present moment-is not wide
enough , and if the question is to be
referred to anybody, it should be referred
not only to the electors who are on the
roll, but every other person who is entitled
at the present moment to become an
elector, and to have his name placed 011

the roll. Nor can I see any great
difficulty in accomplishing that object,
because if, in addition to permitting
those whose names are on the roll to
vote, we grant to everybody who can
obtain it, and should obtain it on
application, an electoral right, there is no
reason -why we should not have a full
and most comprehensive election on this
measure, and that, too, without any
unnecessary delay. Of course I do not
propose to explain in full detail how I
would carry out my suggestion, but
having made the suggestion, it is only
right I should say something about it,
and I firmldy believe this question of
electoral rights is little better than a
matter of drafting. If the people are
permitted to obtain electoral rights, they
should, if their names are not on the
roll, be permitted to record their votes on
the production of such electoral rights.
And I would say these electoral rights
should not be given unless the parties
applying for them can satisfy the
authorities they have been residents for
a certain term, and in other respects are

qualified not only to get on the rol
but to vote. It is idle to suppose tha;
the roll which exist at the presen
moment fairly represents the qualifiec
electors of the colony ; and in a, bif
matter of this kind we should all ort
every facility, and give to those who havi
recently been struck off the roll ever,
assistance to get back again so as to hi
able to vote upon this question.

ME. DOHERTY. Why do you not havi
the same system for Parliame ntar:
elections P

Mn. LEAXE: I will go so far as tb
support it in regard to Parliamentari
elections; but the exigencies of th;
occasion are not so great at a Parlia.
mentary election as they are at th,
present moment. I take it we desire b
get as full an expression of opinion fron
the people of this colony as possible, au(
if we want to ascertain the will of th,
people, we must not confine the referen
dun to the small number of electors a
present on the roll. If permitted to d,
so, I shall be perfectly prepared, whei
this Bill is in Cjnmittee, to assist tb
Premnier in framing clauses which wil
meet this question, provided he will assen
to the suggestiou I make. I throw thi
out as much for the sake of argument. a
anything else. I hope hon. members wil
see it is reasonable, and I notice from th
reports that the matter h as been suggestei
in another place. If that be so, surel
if the majority of Parliament desire t
see my suggestion adopted, we hay
sufficient, drafting capabilities in th
city to carry out our views and t
embody them in the Bili. I do no
propose to reply at length to th
criticism of the bon. member who move-
the Address-in-reply; but great stres
was laid by him on the fact that certai:
colonies3 in British North America oz
tamned terms. If I remember rightly, th
position of those colonies with regard t
the Canadian federation, and ours wit
regard to the proposed Australian federa
tion, are not analogous; that those term
were offered to them to go into th
federation of Canada, after the federatie:
was formed. Here we are striving to gc
in as an original State, and time here
of the essence of the proceeding, for if V
do not go in under the Bill, we cannot g
in as an original State. Of course -w
can stand out, and trust to making th
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best of a " deal " with the federal
authority afterwards; but I for one am
deadly opposed to that, and will strain
every nerve in resisting such a suggestion.
I think it would be infinitely to our
advantage to accept the terms which the
Bill offers to us to enter as an original
State, in preference to standing out with
the hope of getting better terms.

MR. MORAN:- You cannot do worse.
Mx. LEAKE: I cannot 'hope to convert

the hon. member; but in expressing my
views, I know I am expressing the views
of the majority of federalists in and out
of the House. It is my intention to
support the second reading of the Bill,
and I do so with considerable pleasure.
The Premier has adopted the only course
which was open to him, after the varied
experience of the past few months; that
is in at last proposing to refer this Bill,
and to give to the citizens of Western
Australia the same privileges and to
recognise the same constitutional rights
whicil are enjoyed by their fellow citizens
in the neighbouring colonies.

Mn. RASON (South Murchison): I
beg to move the adjournment of the
debate.

Motion for adjournment put and
passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 21 minutes

past 10 o'clock, until the next dlay.

:gis1atibe E9hUnfd,
Thursday, 24th May, 1900.

Eficiait. Schools (a coarectio%)-Question, Fraud
(aleje) aat Railway Deptemt-Eeturm
odrdHigh School attendaaces-Addresa-in-

Reply: Preseutatioul-Electors omi Parlinamnutary
Roll-Gamie Act Amendment Bi, discharge of
order-Adjoarneut.

THE PRESIDENT took the chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

EFFICIENT SCHOOLS (A CORRECTION).

Tnx& COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
clerical error occurred in the reply to the
question asked by Mr. B. S. Haynes
yesterday. The name of the Scots Col-
lege was omitted from the list of schools
which have applied to be considered
efficient or secondary. It is only fight
that I should make this correction as
early as possible; although it could be
gathered from the last paragraph of my
reply that the Scots College should have
been included.

How. R. S. H.AYNES: Then the reply
will read: "1It is hoped that the Scots
College and the Christian Brothers' Col-
lege," etc.

THEs COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
may add that it niay be thought these
examinations should have taken place by
this time; but the inspetors have been
very busy j ust now, andthe examinations
for the scholarships do not come on again

Iuntil October, therefore no school wil] be
affected.

QUESTION-FRAUD (ALLEGED) AGAINST
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.

HoN. C. SOMMERS asked the Colonial
Secretary : i, Whether the attention of
the Government bee been called to an
article appearing in the Stm news-
paper, published in Kalgoorlie on the 6th
May, wherein serious fraud was, it wasa
alleged, committed by the Perth Ice Com-
pany against the Railway Department;
z, If so, have any steps been taken by the
Goversneat to disprove the allegations
contained in the said article; 3, And, if
so, what steps.

TEn COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied :-L, Yes; 2, Investigation was at
once begun and has not yet been corn-
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